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this report is dedicated to the courageous 
survivors whose efforts have raised awareness 
about the seriousness of suicide, its devastating 
impact on families and friends 
and the dire need for prevention.
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every year in Georgia,

900 people die,
2800 are hospitalized, and
5400 visit hospital emergency
departments because of intentionally self-inflicted injuries.

among young people
15 to 34 years of age,
suicide is the third most common
cause of death in Georgia.

total charges for hospitalizations with

a diagnosis of self-inflicted injury at 
acute care nonfederal hospitals in
Georgia exceeded $32 million in 2002,
and charges for hospital emergency room visits exceeded $8 million.

of Georgia middle school students,

8% report that they have ever attempted suicide,
and 9% of Georgia high school students report 
that they have attempted suicide in the last 12 months. 
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introduction
in 2002, suiCide ClaiMed the lives of 900 Georgia residents 
and over 30,000 persons in the united states. in recent years, 
the public health importance of suicide has become more wide-
ly recognized. the surgeon General’s Call to action to prevent 
suicide (1999), the national strategy for suicide prevention 
(2001), and the Georgia suicide prevention plan (2001) all call 
attention to the heavy burden of suicide on our society and the 
potential for suicide prevention. this report provides informa-
tion about the burden of suicide and intentionally self-inflicted 
injuries in Georgia.

suicide in Georgia
FRoM 1999 thRouGh 2002, 3,520 GeoRGia Residents 
committed suicide, an average of 880 persons per year. suicide 
was the 11th leading cause of death in Georgia in 2002 with 900 
persons dying (table 1). it was the third leading cause of death 
among persons 15 to 24 years and 25 to 34 years (table 2).

table 2. leadinG Causes oF death in GeoRGia, By aGe GRoup, 1999–2002

 Rank <1 yr 1-4 yrs 5 –14 yrs 15 –24 yrs 25–34 yrs 35– 4 4 yrs 45–54 yrs 55–64 yrs 65–74 yrs 75–84 yrs 85+ yrs all ages
  n=4,490* n=717 n=978 n=4,212 n=5,931 n=12,521 n=21,964 n=31,499 n=48,062 n=67,359 n=56,998 n=254,731

 1 Congenital injury injury injury injury Cancer Cancer Cancer Cancer heart heart heart
   malform
  845 275 450 1 ,868 1 ,611 2 ,122 5 ,975 10,546 14,976 20,727 20,257 71,241

 2 short homicide Cancer homicide homicide heart heart heart heart Cancer Cancer Cancer
  gestation/
  lBW
  810 71 108 706 671 2 ,075 5 ,210 8 ,705 13,393 14,127 5 ,842 54,449

 3 sids Congenital homicide suiCide suiCide injury injury Chronic  Chronic stroke stroke stroke
        lung lung
  474 60 58 492 638 1,964 1 ,752 1 ,521 3 ,535 5 ,658 5 ,742 17,347

 4 Maternal Cancer heart Cancer hiV hiV stroke stroke stroke Chronic  alzheimer’s injury
  complic         lung
  180 42 48 198 550 1 ,228 1 ,019 1 ,480 2 ,848 4 ,443 2 ,838 12,741

 5 Resp distress heart Congenital heart heart suiCide hiV injury diabetes alzheimer’s Flu/ Chronic 
           pneumonia lung
  168 33 48 170 539 761 773 1 ,030  1 ,344 2 ,030 2 ,496 12,273

 6 injury Benign suicide hiV Cancer homicide Chronic  diabetes Chronic  Flu/ Chronic diabetes
   tumor     liver  kidney pneumonia lung
  147 15 29 59 508 545 738 986 1 ,041 1 ,794 2 ,118 5 ,993

 7 Bacterial septicemia Chronic lung Congenital stroke stroke suiCide Chronic  injury diabetes Chronic  Flu/
   sepsis       liver   kidney pneumonia
  113 13 17 58 95 438 608 619 1 ,003 1 ,703 1 ,380 5 ,829

 8 placenta, Chronic  Benign tumor preg/ diabetes Chronic  diabetes Chronic  septicemia Chronic  septicemia alzheimer’s
   cord, membr lung  childbirth  liver  kidney  kidney
  112 12 16 34 90 322 540 580 940 1 ,565 1 ,205 5 ,348

 9 diseases  perinatal septicemia stroke septicemia diabetes Chronic  septicemia Flu/ septicemia injury Chronic 
  of circ sys      lung  pneumonia   kidney
  111 12 10 30 64 272 431 550 720 1 ,451 1 ,191 5 ,137

 10 necrotizing  anemia/Flu stroke septicemia Flu/ septicemia septicemia suiCide Chronic liver injury diabetes septicemia
  enterocolitis pneumonia  preg/childbirth pneumonia
  83  10 9  23 53 157 357 406 531 1 ,449 1 ,035 4 ,837

*number of deaths in age group, 
1999-2002, including deaths that 
are not in the top 10 causes
note: iCd-10 cause-of-death lists 
(published by nChs) were used 
for 1999-2002 deaths.

Chronic kidney = nephritis, nephrotic syndrome, nephrosis
Chronic lung = Chronic lower respiratory diseases
Congenital = Congenital malformations, deformations and 
 chromosomal abnormalities
diseases of circ sys = diseases of the circulatory system
heart = diseases of the heart
injury = unintentional injury, including motor vehicle accidents

Maternal complic = Maternal complication of pregnancy
perinatal = Certain conditions of perinatal period
placenta, cord, membr = Complications of placenta, 
 cord, membrane
preg/childbirth = pregnancy, childbirth & puerperium 
Resp distress = Respiratory distress of newborn
sids = sudden infant death syndrome

  deaths hospitalizations emergency
    Room Visits

 number 900 2,842 5,435

 Most common method Firearms poisoning poisoning
 (percent of total) (69%) (91%) (70%)

 Groups at highest risk
 sex Males Females Females

 Race Whites Whites White

 age (years) > 75 15-54 15-24

table 1: suiCide and selF-inFliCted injuRy in GeoRGia, 2002
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aGe
suiCide Rates aRe hiGhest aMonG the elderly in Georgia. 
From 1999 through 2002, persons 75 to 84 years of age had the 
highest suicide rate of any age group (Figure 3). despite higher 
rates of suicide among the elderly, more young Georgians die 
from suicide than older adults because the younger population is 
larger than the older population. From 1999 through 2002, more 
than half the suicides in Georgia were among persons younger 
than 45 years of age (Figure 4). 

tRends
the aGe-adjusted suiCide Rate in Georgia is similar to the 
national rate (Figure 1). the age-adjusted suicide rate in Georgia 
has declined slowly over the past two decades, from 13.6 per 
100,000 in 1980 to 10.9 per 100,000 in 2002, paralleling the 
decline in the national rate.

sex and RaCe
the aGe-adjusted suiCide Rate for Georgia from 1999 
through 2002 was over four times higher for men (18.9 per 
100,000) than for women (4.2 per 100,000) and almost three 
times higher for whites (13.4 per 100000) than for blacks (4.9 per 
100,000). White males had over twice the rate of black males, 
and white females had over five times the rate of black females 
(Figure 2). For these four years, an average of 705 males and 175 
females died from suicide each year; an average of 752 whites 
and 115 blacks died from suicide each year.

Figure 1. suiCide Rates, Georgia and the united states, 1980 –2002

deaths peR 100,000 population
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note: the dotted line indicates a change in coding systems used for cause of death. iCd-9 cades 
were used in 1980–1998 and the iCd-10 codes were used in the 1999–2001. Rates are age–adjusted 
to the 2000 us standard population.

Figure 2. suiCide Rates By sex and RaCe, Georgia, 1999–2002
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Figure 3. aGe speCiFiC suiCide Rates, Georgia, 1999–2002
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MaRital status
FRoM 1999 thRouGh 2002 rates among men 15 years 
of age and older, rates were lowest for married men (16.6 per 
100,000) and highest among widowers (80.5 per 100,000) (Fig-
ure 5). among women 15 years of age and older, rates were low-
est among married women (3.7 per 100,000) and highest in di-
vorced women (10.3 per 100,000).
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6.0 3.7 6.1
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35.8
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51.7
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Figure 5. suiCide Rates By sex and MaRital status aMonG  
 peRsons >15 yeaRs, Georgia, 1999–2002
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Method
in GeoRGia FRoM 1999 thRouGh 2002, 69% of suicides, 
or about 600 suicides per year, involved a firearm (Figure 6). the 
second most common method of suicide in Georgia was hanging 
or suffocation (14%). nationwide, by contrast, 56% of suicides 
involved a firearm and 19% involved hanging or suffocation in 
1999 through 2002.

Firearms were the most common method of suicide for both 
men and women, and young and old. Men dying from suicide in 
Georgia were more likely to use a firearm (72% of deaths) than 
women (56% of deaths). people less than 25 years of age were 
equally likely to use a firearm (67%) as people 25 years of age 
and older (69%).

Firearm suicides are associated with the presence of a firearm in 
the home. in 2001, 40% of adults 18 years and older in Georgia 
reported having a firearm in or around their home, and 10% of 
adult Georgians had a loaded unlocked firearm in the home. na-
tionwide, an estimated 30%-33% of homes have a firearm with-
in; and in 6%-9% of homes the firearm is loaded and unlocked. 
in Georgia, non-hispanic whites were more likely than non-his-
panic blacks or hispanics to report any household firearms and 
loaded unlocked firearms. prevalence of household firearms was 
higher in households without children, but 5% of adults living in 
households with children reported a loaded unlocked firearm in 
or around the home (Figure 7). the most current data on reasons 
for firearms in Georgia households are from 1999, with 48% of 
adults citing hunting or sport as the main reason for having a fire-
arm in or around the home, and 35% citing protection.

Figure 6. suiCide deaths By Method, Georgia and the united states
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Figure 7. peRCentaGe oF adults With FiReaRMs in oR 
 aRound the hoMe By pResenCe oF ChildRen 
 in household, Georgia, 2001
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Rates are age–adjusted to the 2000 us standard population.
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hospitalizations and emergency Room Visits
hospitalizations
in 2002, 2,842 GeoRGia Residents were hospitalized at non-
federal acute care hospitals in Georgia because of an intentional 
self-inflicted injury. the age-adjusted hospitalization rate was 
higher for women (37.9 per 100,000) than for men (26.9 per 
100,000) and higher for non-hispanic whites (38.4 per 100,000) 
than for non-hispanic blacks (23.2 per 100,000) or hispanics 
(18.0 per 100,000).  non-hispanic white women had the high-
est hospitalization rate of any race/ethnicity/sex group (Figure 8). 
age-specific hospitalization rates were highest for persons 15 to 
54 years (Figure 9). poisoning was the most common method 
(91%) of self-harm resulting in hospitalization (Figure 10).  sub-
stances used included tranquilizers and other psychotropic drugs 
(37% of poisonings) and pain/inflammation/fever relieving medi-
cations (27% of poisonings).  total charges for these hospitaliza-
tions exceeded $32 million in 2002. 

eMeRGenCy RooM Visits 
in 2002, 5,435 GeoRGia Residents were treated in hospital 
owned emergency rooms (eRs) in Georgia because of a self-in-
flicted injury.  Females (70.8 per 100,000) were more likely to 
visit eRs for self-inflicted injuries than males (51.0 per 100,000), 
and non-hispanic whites (69.6 per 100,000) were more likely to 
visit an eR than non-hispanic blacks (52.2 per 100,000) or his-
panics (34.5 per 100,000).  non-hispanic white females (79.4 
per 100,000) had the highest eR visit rate for self-inflicted injury 
among sex/race/ethnicity groups.  persons 15 to 24 years had the 
highest eR visit rate (157.9 per 100,000) of any age group.  poi-
soning, the most common method of self-harm leading to an eR 
visit, was involved in 70% of visits.  hospital charges for eR visits 
for self-inflicted injuries totaled approximately $8 million.  

WoMen

31.0

22.2

11.9

Men

Figure 8. hospitalization Rates FoR selF–inFliCted injuRy 
 sex and RaCe/ethniCity, Georgia, 2002
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Figure 10. hospitalizations and eMeRGenCy RooM Visits FoR selF–inFliCted injuRy By Method, Georgia, 2002
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suicide Behavior among youth
deaths
FRoM 1999 thRouGh 2002, 521 peRsons less than 25 years 
of age died from suicide, an average of 130 per year. Most of 
these suicides (67%) were committed with firearms (Figure 11).

hospitalizations and eMeRGenCy RooM Visits
in 2002, 718 peRsons less than 25 years of age were hospital-
ized with self-inflicted injuries.  of these, 62% were females. 
poisoning was the most common method (93%) of self-harm 
resulting in hospitalization in this age group (Figure 11).  pain/
inflammation/fever relieving medications, commonly purchased 
over the counter, were used in 43% of these poisonings.

in 2002, 2260 persons less than 25 years of age were treated 
in an eR for self-inflicted injury; of these, 59% were females. 

poisoning was the most common method (70%) of self-harm re-
sulting in eR visits in this age group.  pain/inflammation/fever 
relieving medications, commonly purchased over the counter, 
were used in 37% of these poisoning.

self-inflicted injury by persons less than 25 years of age resulted 
in approximately $6 million in hospitalization charges and $3 
million in eR charges in 2002 in Georgia.

suicide-related Feelings, thoughts, Behaviors

among middle school students, 13% reported that at some time 
in their lives they had made a plan to kill themselves, and 8% 
had ever attempted suicide (Figure 12).   high school students 
reported that during the past 12 months 13% made a plan to 
commit suicide and 9% attempted suicide.

Figure 11. suiCides and hospitalizations FoR selF-inFliCted
 injuRy Method, peRsons <25, Georgia
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Figure 12. suiCide-Related FeelinGs, thouGhts, and BehaVioRs 
 aMonG hiGh sChool and Middle sChool students,  
 Georgia, 2003
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applinG  12 1 8.0 15 4 22.3 $34,866 17 97.8 $25,436

atkinson  10 1 16.5 14 4 45.7 $55,967 4 57.9 $9,800

BaCon  10 1 11.2 23 6 57.9 $35,959 4 41.8 $6,24110 1 11.2 23 6 57.9 $35,959 4 41.8 $6,241

BakeR  2 0 - 3 1 20.4 $8,513 1 27.8 $2,966

BaldWin  49 5 12.7 60 15 31.5 $94,999 35 71.3 $25,899

Banks  15 2 11.8 20 5 34.2 $61,591 15 97.9 $23,786

BaRRoW  46 5 12.9 68 17 34.6 $197,659 75 141.5 $117,411

BaRtoW  82 9 13.0 127 32 39.8 $279,877 109 127.9 $194,256

Ben hill  15 2 9.9 29 7 42.2 $24,764 5 28.6 $4,686

BeRRien  22 2 15.9 34 9 53.7 $103,143 14 88.2 $19,417

BiBB  174 19 12.7 321 80 53.0 $1,046,181 94 61.1 $131,639

BleCkley  19 2 18.6 18 5 38.8 $27,101 1 9.2 $1,46819 2 18.6 18 5 38.8 $27,101 1 9.2 $1,468

BRantley  15 2 12.5 14 4 23.5 $19,081 11 70.7 $8,992

BRooks  18 2 11.9 16 4 25.4 $27,951 11 68.8 $9,483

BRyan  29 3 15.3 26 7 26.7 $74,861 20 74.1 $44,410

BulloCh  40 4 9.1 38 10 16.8 $115,112 16 25.3 $40,790

BuRke  24 3 13.1 45 11 52.9 $86,071 25 110.0 $23,020

Butts  23 3 13.8 17 4 20.0 $24,343 20 84.2 $49,454

Calhoun  7 1 - 3 1 11.1 $3,048 3 46.7 $1,209

CaMden  31 3 8.7 32 8 17.0 $49,514 33 65.9 $44,402

CandleR  14 2 17.8 4 1 10.9 $8,156 3 36.3 $4,039

CaRRoll  112 12 15.0 174 44 46.9 $437,093 42 39.5 $67,277

Catoosa  43 5 9.3 49 12 22.4 $103,466 43 77.0 $60,198

ChaRlton  6 1 - 3 1 6.9 $2,708 9 84.6 $11,347

ChathaM  221 25 10.8 303 76 32.5 $994,362 183 77.3 $296,683

ChattahooChee  15 2 13.3 10 3 18.8 $12,491 3 197.3 $1,809

ChattooGa  25 3 11.0 38 10 37.6 $68,406 46 173.5 $121,853

CheRokee  112 12 9.5 132 33 22.0 $303,041 146 86.9 $185,295

ClaRke  84 9 9.8 125 31 33.5 $264,981 33 27.6 $50,127

Clay  6 1 - 1 0 11.4 $9,338 1 49.1 $571

Clayton  206 23 11.1 202 51 20.2 $688,862 97 34.9 $155,062

ClinCh  9 1 - 4 1 14.5 $10,458 2 29.0 $5,605

CoBB  496 55 10.3 708 177 27.3 $1,738,396 366 53.7 $527,272

CoFFee  31 3 10.3 54 14 35.3 $97,753 36 91.0 $82,859

7

suicide statistics by County and district
aGe-adjusted County suiCide Rates from 1994 through 
2002 indicate that suicide rates are higher in counties outside 
of metro areas (Figure 13, tables 3-4).  in aggregate, counties 
designated as metropolitan statistical areas (Msas) had a lower 
suicide rate (10.5 per 100,000) than non-Msa counties combined 
(12.6 per 100,000) from 1999 through 2002.

table 3. suiCides and hospitalizations and eMeRGenCy RooM Visits  
 FoR selF-inFliCted injuRy By County, Georgia 1994–2002

 deaths, 1994–2002 hospitalizations, 1999–2002 eMeRGenCy RooM Visits, 2002

 avg. no. avg. number avg. Chargesavg. no. avg. number avg. Charges  
 total no. per year Rate* total no. per year Rate* per year number Rate Chargestotal no. per year Rate* total no. per year Rate* per year number Rate Charges

GeoRGia Wide 7746 861 11.3 9918 2480 29.0 $23,711,208  5435 60.7 $8,128,592

GeoRGia CountiesCounties
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ColQuitt  46 5 12.7 46 12 27.3 $70,912 12 27.5 $12,243

ColuMBia  62 7 8.6 111 28 30.1 $212,839 49 50.8 $71,917

Cook  18 2 13.6 34 9 54.9 $38,380 3 18.2 $2,315

CoWeta  88 10 12.7 97 24 25.7 $184,113 45 46.2 $60,383

CRaWFoRd  16 2 14.4 15 4 29.4 $27,904 10 75.5 $14,481

CRisp  22 2 11.8 64 16 76.3 $59,130 16 76.5 $12,766

dade  15 2 10.8 7 2 10.8 $13,816 5 32.1 $6,260

daWson  10 1 8.5 9 2 13.4 $7,086 10 56.5 $10,072

deCatuR  27 3 11.1 49 12 45.2 $48,574 22 82.9 $20,845

dekalB  515 57 9.1 665 166 23.4 $1,659,760 289 40.4 $417,039

dodGe  17 2 9.8 54 14 69.8 $78,158 16 81.8 $22,812

dooly  14 2 14.0 22 6 47.6 $26,640 2 17.6 $467

douGheRty  82 9 9.8 126 32 33.8 $316,155 46 46.7 $53,945

douGlas  96 11 13.0 174 44 44.5 $519,921 78 76.0 $104,275

eaRly  11 1 10.2 3 1 6.4 $1,955 7 62.3 $10,174

eChols  2 0 - 3 1 21.2 $7,778 0 0.0 $0

eFFinGhaM  41 5 14.4 35 9 22.3 $92,032 40 92.3 $46,417

elBeRt  26 3 14.5 26 7 33.1 $43,419 10 51.8 $15,855

eManuel  33 4 17.2 43 11 51.8 $51,742 20 91.2 $25,616

eVans  12 1 13.1 7 2 17.5 $87,368 8 69.9 $11,050

Fannin  35 4 19.5 23 6 29.8 $26,670 11 55.3 $11,207

Fayette  69 8 9.1 60 15 17.1 $133,930 56 60.6 $97,077

Floyd  100 11 12.4 117 29 32.7 $379,273 120 131.7 $368,256

FoRsyth  93 10 12.9 77 19 19.7 $275,888 51 43.5 $66,341

FRanklin  34 4 19.2 51 13 63.2 $54,670 26 132.9 $24,852

Fulton  707 79 10.3 870 218 25.3 $2,505,482 455 51.2 $604,691

GilMeR  33 4 17.4 21 5 22.5 $40,151 31 125.5 $45,410

GlasCoCk  2 0 - 5 1 54.2 $5,391 2 86.0 $6,240

Glynn  76 8 12.3 90 23 34.3 $219,055 48 73.3 $60,604

GoRdon  58 6 15.5 91 23 49.6 $237,214 25 52.3 $55,535

GRady  31 3 14.9 27 7 29.6 $47,164 8 33.9 $8,120

GReene  11 1 9.5 6 2 10.5 $18,743 7 51.5 $5,369

GWinnett  448 50 10.0 475 119 18.5 $1,187,574 400 57.3 $726,595

haBeRshaM  44 5 13.9 45 11 30.5 $79,953 52 133.6 $44,898

hall  131 15 11.1 74 19 12.9 $227,975 82 51.4 $100,367

hanCoCk  4 0 - 10 3 24.5 $22,981 5 46.6 $4,480

haRalson  47 5 21.0 62 16 61.3 $196,389 19 72.9 $44,358

haRRis  40 4 19.1 31 8 32.1 $37,447 11 44.1 $10,481

haRt  29 3 14.4 34 9 39.1 $42,425 14 65.7 $13,935

heaRd  14 2 16.0 22 6 50.1 $29,058 8 73.2 $9,361

henRy  125 14 14.2 119 30 24.2 $378,671 86 58.8 $124,260

houston  117 13 12.3 209 52 45.3 $270,457 83 68.5 $111,375

table 3. suiCides and hospitalizations and eMeRGenCy RooM Visits  
 FoR selF-inFliCted injuRy By County, Georgia 1994–2002

 deaths, 1994–2002 hospitalizations, 1999–2002 eMeRGenCy RooM Visits, 2002

 avg. no. avg. number avg. Chargesavg. no. avg. number avg. Charges  
 total no. per year Rate* total no. per year Rate* per year number Rate Chargestotal no. per year Rate* total no. per year Rate* per year number Rate Charges

GeoRGia Wide 7746 861 11.3 9918 2480 29.0 $23,711,208  5435 60.7 $8,128,592

GeoRGia CountiesCounties
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iRWin  11 1 12.4 10 3 25.1 $8,459 10 88.7 $9,330

jaCkson  48 5 13.7 63 16 35.7 $119,490 28 61.1 $45,062

jaspeR  14 2 15.2 9 2 20.0 $35,131 7 56.8 $7,244

jeFF daVis  15 2 13.7 34 9 66.9 $48,631 5 39.7 $4,948

jeFFeRson  19 2 12.4 20 5 31.7 $61,117 11 70.8 $14,444

jenkins  2 0 - 12 3 37.5 $160,588 6 73.4 $5,986

johnson  7 1 - 12 3 39.0 $23,877 24 302.9 $21,819

jones  30 3 15.3 40 10 40.9 $73,562 16 65.1 $19,031

laMaR  15 2 11.2 16 4 25.0 $87,582 18 106.7 $51,066

lanieR  1 0 - 8 2 27.7 $10,374 6 80.3 $5,705

lauRens  45 5 11.3 77 19 43.8 $149,457 28 63.5 $50,164

lee  24 3 11.5 37 9 35.5 $83,738 14 47.0 $22,804

liBeRty  49 5 10.9 32 8 14.8 $106,141 35 56.3 $45,982

linColn  9 1 - 15 4 48.1 $15,199 1 13.4 $3,313

lonG  6 1 - 1 0 2.0 $237 3 24.6 $3,767

loWndes  94 10 12.3 94 24 24.7 $180,323 47 43.9 $52,426

luMpkin  33 4 19.2 38 10 40.0 $31,483 19 79.6 $31,485

MaCon  13 1 10.8 14 4 25.9 $38,287 8 57.0 $10,783

Madison  27 3 11.9 45 11 43.0 $125,855 11 40.8 $10,816

MaRion  6 1 - 9 2 32.7 $8,597 5 69.5 $5,322

MCduFFie  17 2 9.1 46 12 56.1 $67,399 19 90.1 $37,067

MCintosh  13 1 13.8 9 2 22.1 $24,079 8 73.8 $6,811

MeRiWetheR  20 2 9.8 25 6 28.9 $37,285 20 90.6 $25,797

MilleR  7 1 - 6 2 26.5 $5,203 5 88.2 $6,422

MitChell  26 3 12.9 20 5 20.8 $24,278 19 77.6 $24,622

MonRoe  24 3 12.8 37 9 41.9 $99,133 8 34.4 $9,890

MontGoMeRy  6 1 - 10 3 30.6 $24,413 0 0.0 $0

MoRGan  17 2 12.9 15 4 24.7 $33,143 8 51.4 $10,991

MuRRay  33 4 11.2 92 23 59.4 $141,032 8 19.1 $13,247

MusCoGee  171 19 10.6 367 92 49.3 $721,803 167 87.9 $164,854

neWton  58 6 11.5 117 29 44.9 $264,453 72 95.9 $63,669

oConee  16 2 7.3 20 5 18.4 $56,726 5 20.0 $7,168

oGlethoRpe  11 1 10.0 18 5 36.6 $35,316 3 23.4 $5,384

pauldinG  74 8 11.8 95 24 27.7 $250,862 88 90.8 $130,099

peaCh  26 3 13.0 26 7 26.2 $38,697 32 123.0 $38,590

piCkens  29 3 14.7 23 6 25.2 $47,890 20 79.1 $36,048

pieRCe  15 2 11.3 19 5 30.1 $74,575 11 73.3 $11,545

pike  13 1 11.5 7 2 13.1 $11,110 18 120.9 $61,060

polk  56 6 16.8 49 12 32.6 $116,860 55 139.9 $136,938

pulaski  8 1 - 14 4 35.9 $11,268 6 63.8 $5,454

putnaM  25 3 15.0 20 5 27.0 $21,214 8 44.1 $4,549

QuitMan  3 0 - 1 0 13.8 $1,139 0 0.0 $0

table 3. suiCides and hospitalizations and eMeRGenCy RooM Visits  
 FoR selF-inFliCted injuRy By County, Georgia 1994–2002

 deaths, 1994–2002 hospitalizations, 1999–2002 eMeRGenCy RooM Visits, 2002

 avg. no. avg. number ave. Chargesavg. no. avg. number ave. Charges  
 total no. per year Rate* total no. per year Rate* per year number Rate Chargestotal no. per year Rate* total no. per year Rate* per year number Rate Charges

GeoRGia Wide 7746 861 11.3 9918 2480 29.0 $23,711,208  5435 60.7 $8,128,592

GeoRGia CountiesCounties
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RaBun  14 2 9.2 10 3 17.5 $18,901 9 67.9 $11,305

Randolph  6 1 - 4 1 14.2 $1,692 5 70.6 $6,521

RiChMond  176 20 10.2 342 86 42.4 $822,400 123 59.3 $157,666

RoCkdale  64 7 10.6 91 23 31.4 $235,765 59 78.5 $32,022

sChley  3 0 - 4 1 28.5 $5,696 0 0.0 $0

sCReVen  17 2 12.2 11 3 19.3 $15,550 10 71.2 $7,981

seMinole  6 1 - 2 1 6.2 $965 5 58.4 $5,028

spaldinG  65 7 12.7 47 12 20.4 $190,191 36 61.7 $131,622

stephens  23 3 10.3 42 11 42.9 $56,939 21 86.9 $25,525

steWaRt  8 1 - 5 1 25.1 $4,132 4 84.4 $4,711

suMteR  28 3 10.1 45 11 33.0 $65,168 17 49.7 $41,869

talBot  5 1 - 4 1 17.1 $13,621 3 44.5 $2,706

taliaFeRRo  4 0 - 1 0 14.6 $2,704 1 58.3 $3,119

tattnall  33 4 16.9 30 8 31.1 $88,898 32 131.2 $50,668

tayloR  14 2 18.5 7 2 21.0 $11,920 3 34.2 $4,341

telFaiR  14 2 12.7 30 8 62.6 $44,620 11 93.3 $19,776

teRRell  9 1 - 7 2 15.9 $15,178 6 56.6 $9,063

thoMas  51 6 13.7 31 8 18.7 $102,310 31 75.8 $29,129

tiFt  41 5 12.6 32 8 20.5 $83,793 29 73.1 $51,632

tooMBs  29 3 12.9 42 11 41.1 $78,325 14 55.8 $22,798

toWns  13 1 15.8 7 2 23.0 $8,122 13 157.4 $15,026

tReutlen  2 0 - 3 1 12.2 $9,110 3 48.2 $5,127

tRoup  69 8 13.4 131 33 56.8 $168,348 25 42.9 $22,572

tuRneR  9 1 - 7 2 18.7 $24,656 7 68.7 $9,317

tWiGGs  14 2 15.6 11 3 26.2 $22,847 5 48.0 $7,868

union  18 2 11.8 21 5 29.2 $13,526 8 51.7 $6,172

upson  36 4 14.4 24 6 22.6 $30,158 38 140.2 $60,915

WalkeR  55 6 10.1 65 16 27.0 $137,365 60 99.7 $91,466

Walton  57 6 12.0 68 17 27.0 $115,386 25 36.9 $40,518

WaRe  56 6 16.9 48 12 35.2 $243,614 35 101.5 $43,450

WaRRen  6 1 - 6 2 25.2 $10,614 12 200.2 $19,670

WashinGton  24 3 13.0 22 6 26.4 $29,433 4 20.0 $8,915

Wayne  33 4 14.5 24 6 22.6 $57,656 9 32.8 $9,188

WeBsteR  1 0 - 0 0 - $0 0 0.0 $0

WheeleR  6 1 - 8 2 30.5 $16,186 5 79.7 $40,467

White  33 4 19.1 25 6 31.0 $71,057 15 70.5 $16,601

WhitField  99 11 13.6 137 34 40.1 $244,952 37 43.0 $54,075

WilCox  8 1 - 7 2 19.9 $5,484 4 45.6 $2,704

Wilkes  12 1 12.2 12 3 27.8 $24,675 2 20.8 $2,195

Wilkinson  17 2 19.0 11 3 27.5 $14,168 3 31.2 $2,995

WoRth  20 2 10.4 33 8 40.3 $54,740 13 60.7 $12,661

*Rate is the average annual age-adjusted rate      

table 3. suiCides and hospitalizations and eMeRGenCy RooM Visits  
 FoR selF-inFliCted injuRy By County, Georgia 1994–2002

 deaths, 1994–2002 hospitalizations, 1999–2002 eMeRGenCy RooM Visits, 2002

 avg. no. avg. number avg. Chargesavg. no. avg. number avg. Charges  
 total no. per year Rate* total no. per year Rate* per year number Rate Chargestotal no. per year Rate* total no. per year Rate* per year number Rate Charges

GeoRGia Wide 7746 861 11.3 9918 2480 29.0 $23,711,208  5435 60.7 $8,128,592

GeoRGia CountiesCounties
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northwest 554 62 12.7 700 175 33.3 $1,783,527 570 103.8 $1,209,219
(Rome)

north Georgia 340 38 12.4 428 107 31.2 $803,736 253 69.3 $345,282
(dalton)

north 489 54 12.9 453 113 24.2 $949,615 335 66.7 $390,365
(Gainesville)

Cobb/douglas 592 66 10.7 882 221 29.5 $2,258,317 444 56.8 $631,547

Fulton 707 79 10.3 870 218 25.3 $2,505,482 455 51.2 $604,691

Clayton county 206 23 11.1 202 51 20.2 $688,862 97 34.9 $155,062
(Morrow)

east Metro 570 63 10.1 683 171 21.9 $1,687,792 531 62.3 $822,286
(lawrenceville)

dekalb 515 57 9.1 665 166 23.4 $1,659,760 289 40.4 $417,039

laGrange 648 72 12.7 739 185 29.1 $1,711,880 412 60.7 $760,844

south Central 132 15 10.8 233 58 43.0 $389,673 98 71.9 $169,791
(dublin)

north Central 533 59 13.0 791 198 41.1 $1,796,705 310 62.7 $386,956
(Macon)

east Central 382 43 10.4 669 167 39.3 $1,536,288 281 64.4 $378,234
(august)

West Central 354 39 11.6 588 147 41.6 $1,017,099 245 67.8 $267,201
(Columbus)

south 231 26 11.9 267 67 28.9 $509,620 132 54.1 $164,311
(Valdosta)

southwest 348 39 11.5 393 98 28.4 $782,731 192 54.2 $219,231
(albany)

east  261 29 11.2 338 85 31.0 $1,086,394 223 79.7 $343,100
(savannah)

southeast 339 38 12.4 373 93 29.0 $1,059,124 216 64.8 $348,756
(Waycross)

Coastal 204 23 11.5 190 48 21.8 $473,886 147 62.9 $205,976
(Brunswick)

northeast 342 38 11.3 454 114 30.0 $1,010,718 205 47.9 $308,701
(athens)

*Rate is the average annual age-adjusted rate             

table 4. suiCides, hospitalizations, and eMeRGenCy RooM Visits FoR 
 selF-inFliCted injuRy By distRiCt, Georgia, 1994-2002

 deaths, 1994–2002 hospitalizations, 1999–2002 eMeRGenCy RooM Visits, 2002

 avg. no. avg. number avg. Chargesavg. no. avg. number avg. Charges  
 total no. per year Rate* total no. per year Rate* per year number Rate Chargestotal no. per year Rate* total no. per year Rate* per year number Rate Charges

GeoRGia Wide 7746 861 11.3 9918 2480 29.0 $23,711,208  5435 60.7 $8,128,592

GeoRGia distRiCtsdistRiCts
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• develop and promote effective professional practices and 
support services.

• improve access to and community linkages with mental 
health and substance abuse services.

• improve reporting and portrayals of suicidal behavior, 
mental illnesses and substance abuse in the entertainment 
and news media.

action step: Methodology
• promote and support research and evaluation on suicide 

prevention.
• improve and expand systems for data collection.

action step: awareness 
• promote awareness that suicide is a serious public health 

problem and that many suicides are preventable.
• develop broad-based support of suicide prevention.
• develop and implement strategies to reduce the stigma 

associated with being a consumer of mental health, 
substance abuse and suicide prevention services.

action step: intervention
• develop and implement community based suicide 

prevention programs.
• promote efforts to reduce access to lethal means of 
 self harm.
• implement training for recognition of at-risk behavior and 

delivery of effective treatment.

summary and Recommendations
suicide is a serious public health problem. every year in Georgia, about 900 people die, 2800 are hospitalized, and 5400 visit 
hospital emergency departments because of intentionally self-inflicted injuries. the majority of persons dying are younger than 45 
years of age, and the majority of suicides involve firearms.

suicide is costly.  in Georgia, the financial burden from hospitalization and emergency room charges alone exceeded $40 million per 
year. in addition to the financial cost is the suffering experienced by the family members and friends of those that have died by suicide. 

suicide can be prevented. suicide rates in Georgia can be reduced by a combination of 1) increased awareness of the risk factors for 
suicide, 2) improved services and programs, 3) restricted access to highly lethal and common methods of suicide, and 4) evaluation 
of suicide prevention efforts. accomplishing these tasks will require collaboration among a broad spectrum of public and private or-
ganizations and agencies. 

the Georgia suicide prevention plan
in 1999, the surgeon General released the Call to action to prevent suicide, identifying suicide as a national priority because of its 
large impact not only upon victims but on family members, friends, and society at large. this was followed in 2001 by the national 
strategy for suicide prevention: Goals and objectives for action. the Georgia suicide prevention plan was developed in 2001. it was 
modeled after the national strategy and supported by funds allocated by the Georgia legislature. the three primary action steps of 
the national and the Georgia plan are awareness, intervention, and Methodology.

pRoteCtiVe aCtion
appropriate clinical care for mood disorders

appropriate clinical care for substance abuse

appropriate clinical care of physical illness

improved access and coverage for mental health, substance 
abuse and physical health problems

Restricted access to highly lethal or common methods 
of suicide

Recognition and referral

Family and community support

Cultural or religious beliefs that discourage suicide

Risk FaCtoR
Mental disorders—particularly mood disorders such as 
depression and bi-polar disorder

substance abuse

physical illness

Barriers to appropriate clinical care

easy access to highly lethal (e.g., firearms) or common 
methods (e.g., sedatives) of suicide

Family history of suicide or previous suicide attempt

Financial loss or social isolation

Cultural or religious beliefs that suicide is a noble resolution

Risk Factors and protective actions for 
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technical notes
age-adjusted mortality rates for the us from 1980 through 2001 
were obtained via WondeR at http://wonder.cdc.gov from the 
compressed mortality file compiled by the national Center for 
health statistics at the Centers for disease Control and preven-
tion.  deaths with underlying cause of death coded as suicide 
(e950-e959 in 1980-1998 and x60-x84, y87.0 in 1999-2002) were 
selected. 

age-adjusted deaths rates for Georgia from 1980 through 1993 
were also obtained via WondeR.  age-adjusted mortality rates 
for Georgia in 1994 through 2002 were based on death certificate 
data provided by the Vital Records Branch and office of health 
information and policy of the Georgia division of public health.  
deaths with underlying cause coded as suicide were selected.  
age-adjusted death rates for Georgia were calculated using the 
direct method with population estimates from the u.s. Census 
Bureau and the u.s. 2000 standard population as the standard.  

the data set on hospitalizations and emergency room (eR) visits at 
acute care hospitals in Georgia in 2002 was provided by the office 
of health information and policy after compilation by the Georgia 
hospital association.  eR data do not include persons who were 
admitted to the hospital from the eR.  analyses were restricted to 
Georgia residents. hospitalizations and eR visits for self-inflicted 
injuries were defined as those with an injury code for the principal 
diagnosis and a self-harm code (e950-959) for any other diagnosis, 
as recommended by the state and territorial injury prevention 
directors association (stipda).  several hundred patients with a 
principal diagnosis of a mental health disorder (not an injury) plus 
a self-harm code were excluded from our analyses. age-adjusted 
hospitalization and eR rates were calculated using the direct 
method with population estimates from the u.s. Census Bureau 
and the u.s. 2000 standard population as the standard. 
age-adjusted mortality rates for counties and districts were calcu-
lated using data from death certificates provided by Vital statistics 
Branch and office of health information and policy.  the number 
of deaths for 1994 through 2002 was determined by selecting re-
cords with underlying cause of death coded as e950-959 in 1994-
1998 (iCd-9) or x60-x84,y87.0 in 1999-2002 (iCd-10).  the number 
of deaths for 1994-1998 was multiplied by the “comparability ratio” 
provided by nChs (national Vital statistics Reports, Vol 49, no. 
3) for suicide (0.9962), before calculating age-adjusted mortal-
ity rates.  the “comparability ratio” compensates for the change 
in coding systems.  age-adjusted mortality rates were calculated 
using using the direct method with population estimates from the 
u.s. Census Bureau and the u.s. 2000 standard population as the 
standard. 

data on suicidal ideation and behavior were obtained from the 
2003 Georgia student health survey, a written survey conducted 
in a representative sample of public middle schools and high 
schools throughout the state.  the data were weighted to reflect 
the likelihood of sampling each student and to reduce bias by 
compensating for differing patterns of nonresponse. 
data on firearms in households were obtained from the Behavioral 
Risk Factor surveillance system, a telephone survey conducted 

annually with a sample of adults aged > 18 years.  the sample is 
weighted to reflect an individual’s probability of selection and 
to adjust for nonresponse.  in 2001, respondents were asked “are 
there any firearms now kept in or around your home?  include 
those kept in a garage, outdoor storage area, car, truck, or other 
motor vehicle.”  if they answered “yes,” they were asked “is there 
a firearm around your home that is now both loaded and un-
locked?” national estimates of firearm ownership and storage 
practices were taken from the article, johnson RM, et al., Firearm 
ownership and storage practices, u.s. households, 1992-2002. 
am j prev Med 2004;27:173-182. the association between fire-
arms and suicide in the home is described in a recent article by 
dahlberg ll, et al. (Guns in the home and risk of a violent death 
in the home: Findings from a national study. am j epidemiol 
2004;10:929-936).
 

acknowledgements
Georgia department of human Resources
 B.j. Walker, Commissioner

division of public health
 stuart t. Brown, M.d., director

environmental health and injury prevention Branch
 Michael R. smith, director

epidemiology Branch
 paul Blake, M.d., M.p.h., director
       
support for this report was provided by the american Founda-
tion for suicide prevention, southeast, and the patterson-Barclay 
Memorial Foundation 

suggested Citation: Mertz kj, Wu M, Byrnes jt, yeager dM, daw-
son ld, powell ke. suicide in Georgia: 2005. Georgia department 
of human Resources, division of public health, january 2005. 
publication number dph05/064W

Further information on this report and copies of the Georgia sui-
cide prevention plan may be obtained by contacting:

lisa daWson, director
injury prevention section
division of public health
Georgia department of human Resources
2 peachtree street, nW
atlanta, Ga  30303
phone:  404.657.6322



14

agencies Collaborating to prevent suicide
GeoRGia
american Foundation for suicide prevention
southeastern division
phone:  1-888-333-2377 (toll free)     

Clinic for education, treatment, and 
prevention of addiction (Cetpa)
phone: 770-452-8630

Georgia department of education
learning support division
404-657-8332

Georgia department of human Resources
division of aging services 404-657-5258
division of Mental health, developmental disabilities and 
addictive diseases
  adolescent Mental health 404-657- 2260
  prevention services 404-657-2260
division of public health
  Family health Branch Mental health 404-463-2448
  injury prevention section 404-657-6322

Georgia Mental health Consumer network
phone: 404-758-4500
phone: 1-800-832-8645 (toll free)

Georgia school Counselors association
phone: 770-785-9302

lifekeeper Foundation 
lifekeeper Faces of suicide Quilts
phone:  678-937-9297
Website:  www.lifekeeper.org

the link Counseling Center and 
link’s national Resource Center for suicide prevention and 
aftercare
phone: 404-256-9797

national alliance for the Mentally ill (naMi)-Georgia
phone: 770-234-0855
phone: 1-800-728-1052 (toll free)

national Mental health association of Georgia
phone: 404-527-7175

national organization for people of Color against suicide 
(nopCas), Georgia
phone: 404-505-7703

suicide prevention action network Georgia (span Ga)
Website:  www.span.ga.yahoogroups.com 

suicide prevention Coalition of Georgia (spCGa)
phone: 678-405-2277
Website:  www.spcga.yahoogroups.com 

time for Community Coalition
phone: 404-687-9891

national suiCide pReVention ResouRCes
american association of suicidology (aas)
phone:     202-237-2280
e-mail:    ssilive16@ixnetcom.com
Website:  www.suicidology.org

american Foundation for suicide prevention (aFsp)
phone:    1-888-333-2377 (toll free)
e-mail:   inquiry@asFp.org
Website: www.afsp.org

national Center for injury prevention and Control 
division of Violence prevention
Centers for disease Control and prevention 
phone:    770-488-4362
e-mail:     dvpinfo@cdc.gov
Website:  www.cdc.gov

national depressive and Manic-depressive association 
(ndMda)
phone:    1-800-826-3632 (toll free)
Website:  www.ndmda.org

national Mental health association (nMha)
phone:   1-800-969-nMha (toll free)
Website: www.nmha.org

national organization for people of Color against suicide 
(nopCas)
Website:  www.cities.com/nopCas

suicide prevention Resource Center
phone:  1-877-438-7772
Website:  www.sprc.org

national youth Violence prevention Resource Center
phone:  1-866-saFeyouth
Website:  www.safeyouth.org

saVe (suicide awareness\Voices of education)
phone:     952-946-7998 
e-mail:    save@save.org
Website:  www.save.org

suicide prevention action network usa (span usa)
phone:    202-449-3600
e-mail:   info@spanusa.org
Website: www.spanusa.org

national institute of Mental health (niMh)
phone:   301-443-4513
e-mail:   nimhinfo@nih.gov
Website: www.nimh.nih.gov
national alliance for the Mentally ill (naMi)
phone:  1-800-950-6264 (toll free)
Website: www.nami.org


