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Georgia Medical Monitoring Project
				Community Advisory Board (CAB)

A national community advisory board (CAB) made up of local community members from each project area serves as a link between MMP staff and patients who participate in MMP. The CAB includes a diverse group of individuals who are concerned about the wellbeing of people living with HIV/AIDS and the care and services they receive.  As community advocates, CAB members convey the patient’s perspective to local and national MMP staff.  CAB members work with their local health department to ensure that every aspect of MMP is respectful of patients’ rights and protective of patients’ privacy. CAB members also consult on data collection instruments and project methods to make sure that important public health questions are answered by MMP.  In addition, CAB members can communicate with potential participants to stress the importance of MMP to public health and its potential to improve services for people living with HIV/AIDS, as well as acting as a local resource for potential participants.
Purpose of the CAB:
· Review the methods and procedures of MMP operations, including the recruitment of patients.
· Ensure the methods used by MMP to recruit patients are effective, as well as respectful
· Review and provide input on MMP data collection instruments
· Advise local and national investigators about the community’s perception of MMP
· Ensure the data collected are useful to the local community and support the HIV care and prevention community planning processes
· Guide the distribution of information about MMP and project findings back to the community to help direct prevention and care
· Serve as a public face to the community for the project, thereby increasing awareness of MMP

Role of CAB Members:
· Attend annual meetings of the MMP CAB
· Work with the local MMP project staff to improve the effectiveness of methods used to recruit providers and patients
· Provide thoughtful input and new topics of importance for the future versions of the standard questionnaire or local questionnaire questions. 
· Serve as local representatives or resources for MMP to answer questions from participants and persons interested in participating
· Consult with local and national investigators about educational materials (brochures, newsletters, presentations) and services geared toward the community to improve patient participation
· Educate peers about MMP and encourage their participation
· Correspond with local MMP investigators to discuss issues surrounding recruitment, provide feedback regarding interactions with the community, and address obstacles to patient participation 
· Present information about MMP at local agency meetings, regional conferences, and community events

Choosing a CAB Member

MMP project area staff are responsible for choosing a CAB member to represent their jurisdiction at the national level. CDC recommends that the CAB member be an individual who has significant experience with, and extensive knowledge of, the concerns of both infected and affected people living in the local community. The CAB member should have a solid understanding of the key stakeholders within the jurisdiction, as well as an enthusiasm for MMP and a willingness to commit time to the project.
Local CAB

CDC recommends that each project area also have a local CAB. This group may consist of consumers, CBO/ASO members, activists, and HIV care and support service providers. This group should meet and be updated on local MMP activities regularly. The input of the local CAB should be solicited regarding major project activities at the local level. Depending on project area needs, the local CAB may also include the National CAB representative.
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