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FAQ For Patients   											        Q: How does GAMMP work? 
A: First, providers of HIV/AIDS care are invited to participate. Then, the patients of participating providers are randomly chosen to be a part of MI MMP. Patients cannot volunteer for GAMMP. Each year, a different group of providers and patients will be asked to take part. The information collected will be more useful if as many of the selected patients as possible participate in GAMMP.
 •  Patients who are selected will be asked to participate.  Participation is optional and we always respect the patient's decision.  If the patient chooses to participate, a GAMMP staff person will conduct a face-to-face interview with them, which will take about 45 minutes - 1 hour. The questions will ask about medical history, use of services and the things the patient does in their daily life. The patient does not have to answer any question they do not want to answer. At a later date, a GAMMP staff person will collect information from their medical records on their medical history.
•  All patients who participate will be paid for their time.
Q: Why participate? 
A: If you are asked to participate, this is your chance to help by sharing your experience, and this is important because your experience matters!  Your experiences could help guide decisions that may improve the lives and the quality of care for people living with HIV/AIDS.  Increasing participation will improve the chances of collecting information that truly represents the experiences of patients in HIV care in Georgia. By participating, you are not only representing yourself, but you are also representing others who were not selected for MMP and who have experiences similar to yours.
Q: Confidentiality 
A: The GAMMP goes through great lengths to protect the confidentiality of patients and providers at every step of the way.  All personal information is kept strictly confidential. Information about individuals is never shared with anyone, not even with the patient's physician.  Identifying information is never sent to the CDC, and is not part of the data collected.  Participants are only tied to the data collected by a unique MMP ID Number.
Q: What if I am not selected to participate? 
A: You will have a chance of being selected in future years of the project.  Each year, a new group of HIV care providers and patients are selected. You cannot volunteer for MMP because your provider's participation is needed first.  You can help out by making sure your doctor knows about the project and by encouraging him/her to participate if asked.  Finally, you can become involved through our Community Advisory Board.
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