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Agenda
• Call to order James Curran, M.D., Board Chair
• Roll Call Mitch Rodriguez, M.D., Secretary
• Approval/Adoption of Minutes Mitch Rodriguez, M.D., Secretary
• Commissioner’s Update Kathleen E. Toomey, M.D., M.P.H., Commissioner



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Epidemiology Update: COVID-19

Board of Public Health / Cherie L. Drenzek, DVM, MS, State Epidemiologist / Sept. 14, 2021



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Snapshot of COVID-19 in Georgia (9/14/21)
• Cumulative >1,500,000 cases, >76,000 hospitalizations, >23,000 deaths
• High transmission levels in all counties statewide
• Delta variant began spreading in Georgia after July 4 (“4th wave”)
• Exponential increase in cases, hospitalizations, and deaths over next 60 days
• 20X increase in cases, 13X increase in hosp, 17X increase in deaths since July 1
• Beginning to see slight decreases in last 7 days
• Epidemiologic trend: large impact on school-aged children (all indicators)
• About 60% of all COVID outbreaks now in K-12 schools (7X increase)
• 53% of Georgians have had at least one dose of COVID vaccine 
• Nearly all (>99.9%) COVID deaths and hospitalizations occurred among 

unvaccinated individuals
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Total Cases
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COVID Deaths
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COVID-19 Hospitalizations
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COVID-19 Cases by Age Group
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COVID-19 in Children (by Age Group)
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COVID Outbreaks in K-12 Schools
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COVID-19 Hospitalizations & Deaths Among Children
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Vaccination Rates by Age Group
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Summary
• The Delta variant is highly contagious and has spread very rapidly in Georgia 

over the last 60 days (where about half the population is not vaccinated)

• This 4th wave surpassed previous January peaks in case, hospitalization, and 
death numbers.

• The most significant epidemiologic pattern is the severe impact of the Delta 
wave on school aged children, resulting in exponential increases in all 
surveillance indicators.

• We are beginning to see slight declines in COVID surveillance indicators

• Vaccination, masks, social distancing, and staying home when sick or have 
been exposed are critical for continuing these declines.
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For more information, please contact:

Cherie Drenzek, DVM, MS
State Epidemiologist & Chief Science Officer
Georgia Department of Public Health
(404) 657-2609
cherie.drenzek@dph.ga.gov

Questions

mailto:cherie.drenzek@dph.ga.gov
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COVID Vaccination & Testing

Board of Public Health / Chris Rustin, DrPH, MS, REHS / Sept. 14, 2021
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Quick Look Back
In January 2021, all states were under a population-based 
allocation system due to limitations on the vaccine supply

• Risk based phased approach to vaccine distribution
• Initially vaccine was allocated by hand using spreadsheet
• As the number of providers and demand expanded, allocations 

grew in complexity
o To ensure equitability of vaccine, DPH updated their vaccine 

allocation process to employ a more data driven approach 
utilizing an allocation model 

 On-hand inventory
 Administration
 Vaccine requests
 Social Vulnerability Index
 Population demographics
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Covid Vaccination Statistics
As of 9/14/2021

• 10,092,472 vaccines administered
• 97,007/100,000
• 5,490,836 1st dose (53%)
• 4,711,937 Fully vaccinated (45%)



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Covid Vaccine Providers
Over 5,000 covid providers statewide

• Local Health Departments
• Hospitals
• Primary care providers
• Pediatricians
• FQHCs
• Pharmacies (Chain and Independent)
• Colleges
• Long-term Care Facilities
• Correctional Facilities
• Dialysis Centers
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Provider Recruitment Campaign
DPHs goal is to normalize Covid vaccinations in primary care offices to 
increase vaccinations rates

• Partnered with the Georgia Medical Associations 
• PCPs are the most trusted source of medical information

New Recruitment campaign
• Survey to ascertain PCP challenges
• Webinars w/ CME credit
• Provider outreach and enrollment assistance
• Patient and provider resources
• Small vaccine package logistics/distribution *
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Small Vaccine Packaging
Large sized packaging for Pfizer is 
challenging for small primary care practices

• 1170 or 450 dose minimum packaging 
size 

• Storage limitations

The DPH warehouse logistic team 
developed a system of repackaging and 
redistributing Pfizer in smaller quantities 

• 120 dose packaging
• 60 dose packaging

Goal is to increase PCP by making the 
vaccine packaging more manageable in the 
clinics
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Vaccine Outreach Efforts
• Health Equity Council has assisted DPH with vaccination of hard-to-reach 

communities

• Partnership with the Chamber, Georgia Poultry Federation, and Department of 
Agriculture/Farmers

• Partnered with Viral Solutions to offer vaccination clinics in jails*

• Provision of transportation services for those with developmental disabilities to 
and from vaccine clinic sites

• Implementation of nursing strike teams to reach hard to reach populations 
(homebound, homeless)

• Partnership with Community Organized Relief Effort (CORE) to implement 
statewide mobile vaccination clinics *
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CORE-Mobile Vaccine Events

Number of events 2,093
Number of unique sites 639
Number vaccinates administered 54,397

Vaccine event overview (03/24/21-09/11/21)

Number Percentage
Black 13982 25.70%
White 13752 25.28%
Asian 3059 5.62%

Native American 314 0.58
Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 96 0.18%

Other Race 15396 28.30%
Prefer Not to Say 7652 14.07%

No Response 146 0.27%

Number Percentage
Hispanic 18761 34.49%

Not Hispanic 27110 49.84%
No Response 8526 15.67%

Race

Ethnicity

Number Percentage
12-15 4579 8.42%
16-29 11913 21.90%
30-39 10952 20.13%
40-49 12236 22.49%
50-64 11715 21.54%
65-84 2742 5.04%
85+ 181 0.33%

No Response 79 0.15%

Age
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Jails and Correctional Facilities
DPH assisted several correctional facilities with becoming covid vaccine 
providers throughout the state

State corrections contracted with a vaccine vendor to assist with vaccinations
• As of July 16th, 29,000 inmates fully vaccinated per BOC

DPH contracted with a vendor to prioritize local jails for vaccinations and 
they are now working with Corrections for State facilities

• 13,920 inmates vaccinated
• 310 staff vaccinated 
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Monoclonal Antibodies
• Monoclonal antibodies (mAB) are 

laboratory-made proteins that mimic the 
immune system’s ability to fight off 
harmful antigens such as viruses

• mAb treatment may help people who:
o Have a positive COVID-19 test, and had 

symptoms for 10 days or less
o Are at high risk of getting more serious 

symptoms
• DPH is collaborating with DCH to support 

existing mAB sites across the state 
• NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR VACCINATION
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Covid Testing
DPH testing sites at LHDs
DPH brought on Mako Medical to assist LHDs with testing operations 
across the state so they could focus on vaccinations

• 43 LHD or Regional SPOCs
Due to the Delta surge and pressure placed on hospital ERs for testing, 
DPH brought on an additional testing vendor, LTS, to stand up SPOCs on 
hospital campuses

• 16 SPOCs associated with hospitals
• 5 additional SPOCS by 9/17

Private sector testing sites 
• Walgreens (Federal program)
• Urgent Care Facilities
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Questions

Chris Rustin, DrPH, M.S., R.E.H.S.
Senior Advisor to the Commissioner
Incident Commander-Vaccine Planning/Logistics
Chatham County-Public Health Administrator
chris.rustin@dph.ga.gov

For more information, please contact:

mailto:chris.rustin@dph.ga.gov
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Communications Update 

Board of Public Health / Nancy Nydam, Director of Communications / Sept.14, 2021
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COVID-19 Communications Overview
Statewide communications efforts were developed for public, provider, and partner 
collaboration

Traditional news releases, interviews, news conferences

New tactics, tools, and technologies

Website redesign to include guidance and information 

Daily interactive data reports including the number of tests, confirmed cases, 
hospitalizations, deaths, and vaccines administered by county and demographics

29
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Where It All Began

Testing
Contact tracing
Prevention
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I Said Yes to COVID Vaccine
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Web and Social Media 
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Ask An Expert Video Series

• COVID-19 and Variants 
• Why Get a COVID 

Vaccine? 
• COVID Vaccination for 

Children
• Women and Vaccination
• COVID Vaccine and Side 

Effects
• COVID Vaccination 

(Español) 



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Videos to Address Questions and Concerns
Created a multiple video 
series to address resident 
COVID-19 questions and 
concerns
The “Vaccines Explained” 
animated series in English 
and Spanish 
The “Contact Tracing 
Facts” animated series in 
English and Spanish
“Know Before You Go”
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Print Collateral
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TV, Radio, Digital Mobile, Transit
Radio buys with Georgia 
Association of Broadcasters, 
Radio One, iHeart Media 
(English and Spanish)
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Say “Yes” Summer Series 



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

COVID-19 Communications for Providers
• Multiple letters from the Commissioner to providers 

sharing key information about COVID-19, testing, 
vaccination

• Held weekly provider webinars and shared bi-weekly 
updates to communicate rapid changes throughout stages 
of the vaccine rollout process

• Collaborated with the Georgia Poison Center to produce a 
provider-specific text alert line to share new COVID-19 
research and guidance 

• Communicated GRITS (Georgia Registry for Immunization 
Transactions and Services) and Vaccine Management 
System (VMS) features to encourage timely data reporting 
and reliable COVID-19 data models

38
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COVID-19 Communications for Partners
• Created and provided social media copy and creative, messaging guidance, 

and educational toolkits to partners to align messaging and brand in the 
public eye

• Hosted weekly PIO meetings with Georgia’s 18 Health Districts to discuss 
important updates, share best practices, and reinforce a cohesive approach 
to COVID-19 communications

• Compiled and analyzed weekly PIO COVID-19 Situation Reports to increase 
visibility across the state and determine areas for additional support

• Conducted 15 webinars with 1.3K+ attendees for businesses, providers, and 
medical associations, discussing COVID-19 guidance updates and 
communications best practices

• Shared bi-monthly COVID-19 newsletters with 130+ partners to share with 
their communities

39
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Questions

Nancy Nydam
Director of Communications
Georgia Department of Public Health
404-657-2462
nancy.nydam@dph.ga.gov

For more information, please contact:

mailto:nancy.nydam@dph.ga.gov
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2021 Legislative Session 

Board of Public Health / Megan Andrews, J.D. / Sept. 14, 2021
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House Bill 146
Paid Parental Leave for Eligible State Employees

• All full-time state employees are eligible for paid parental leave for 
qualifying life events after six continuous months of employment 
regardless of whether the employee is eligible for paid or unpaid leave 
under federal law.
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House Bill 156
Sharing of Information and Reporting of Cyber Attacks

• Requires governmental agencies and utilities to report any cyber-attacks 
to the director of emergency management and homeland security.
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House Bill 287
Tobacco and Vapor Products in Course of Instruction

• Includes vapor products during instruction regarding tobacco, alcohol and 
drugs required for all students in grades K–12.

• DPH is to assist in the development of the course of study. 
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House Bill 307
Georgia Telehealth Act

• Revises the Georgia Telehealth Act and authorizes health care providers to provide 
telemedicine services from home.

• Allows for audio-only care under certain circumstances.
• Prohibits the requirement that patients have in-person consultation before receiving 

telemedicine services.
• Prohibits separate deductibles for telemedicine services.
• Prohibits requirement that health care providers use a specific telehealth platform or 

vendor.
• Prohibits additional restrictions on prescribing medications through telemedicine.
• Requires documentation by healthcare providers for telemedicine services that equals 

or exceeds in-person consultation.
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House Bill 346
Jarom’s Act

• Requires all emergency medical services personnel to be trained on 
congenital adrenal hyperplasia, and paramedics will obtain appropriate 
training regarding administration of hydrocortisone sodium succinate, 
based on rules and regulations established by DPH. 

• All paramedics who administer hydrocortisone sodium succinate must 
make a printed or electronically stored report available to the licensed 
ambulance service which transports the patient.
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House Bill 567
Newborn Screening and Genetics Advisory Committee 

• Creates the Newborn Screening and Genetics Advisory Committee to review and 
make recommendations to the department when a new disorder is added to the 
federal Recommended Uniform Screening Panel.

• When DPH approves a new disorder after recommendation by the Newborn 
Screening and Genetics Advisory Committee, DPH is required to submit a budget 
request to the Office of Planning and Budget before the General Assembly’s next 
legislative session seeking appropriations to cover the addition of the new disorder 
being added to the newborn screening system. 

• Requires health care providers, health care facilities, and pharmacies to provide 
access to the Maternal Mortality Review Committee (MMRC) to records within 30 
days of request.
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Senate Bill 32
Personal Records of State and Federal Employees 

• Expands the information that is exempt from public disclosure to include 
the public employee’s personal mobile or wireless telephone number.
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Senate Bill 46
Certain Medical Personnel to Administer Vaccines

• Authorizes DPH to release deidentified data from the Low THC Oil Patient 
Registry to government entities and other entities for research. (HB 450)

• Provides licensure and certification of emergency medical services 
personnel, paramedics, and cardiac technicians previously convicted of a 
felony. (HB 275)

• Provides for training for firefighters, emergency medical services 
personnel, paramedics, and cardiac technicians in institutions under the 
control of the Department of Corrections. (HB 275)
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Senate Bill 46 (continued)
• Authorizes emergency medical technicians and cardiac technicians to 

administer vaccines during public health emergencies upon the order of a 
duly licensed physician.

• Provides for vaccine information to third parties under certain conditions.
• Revises certain provisions relating to the administration of vaccines under 

vaccine protocol agreements; allows pharmacists to administer any 
vaccine on the adult vaccine schedule and any vaccine administered under 
a public health emergency to individuals 13+. 
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House Resolution 52
House Study Committee on Childhood Lead Exposure

• Committee is tasked with studying the full effect of lead exposure on 
children and make recommendations on how Georgia can effectively 
prevent adverse outcomes.

• The study committee has met twice, with plans to meet twice more.
• A compiled report with recommendations will be made.
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Senate Resolution 151
Senate Sickle Cell Anemia Study Committee

• The committee is tasked with conducting studies of the conditions, needs, 
issues, and problems related to sickle cell anemia and recommend any 
action or legislation they deem necessary. Specifically, the committee will 
determine the needs of the residents of this state with respect to 
prevention and treatment of sickle cell anemia and identify sources of 
funding to address such needs. 

• The study committee has met once to establish recommendations for 
Sickle Cell Anemia in Georgia.
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Amended Budget Fiscal Year 2021
• Increase funds to provide a one-time salary supplement of $1,000 to full-

time state employees with current salaries less than $80,000.     $4,878,701
• Provide funds for a chief medical officer, a deputy commissioner of public 

health, a chief data officer, a senior programmer, and a financial manager 
to support the agency with COVID-19 pandemic response as well as 
provide ongoing public health leadership.                                     $485,997

• Grady Regional Coordinating Center for the continued coordination of 
emergency room use.                                                                     $289,000 
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Amended Budget Fiscal Year 2021
• Increase funds to replace and modernize the public health surveillance 

system to improve current COVID-19 pandemic response as well as future 
epidemiologic surveillance capacity and redirect $11,100,000 in 5- year 
issued bonds from 2016 and 2017 for the Clinical Billing Information 
Technology System to be used for the implementation of a new vaccine 
management system. $27,100,000

• Provide funds for the AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP) to support 
the increased utilization during the COVID-19 pandemic.         $15,442,591
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Budget Fiscal Year 2022
• Increased funds for newborn screening of Krabbe disease. Screening is set 

to begin September 21, 2021.                                                      $1,017,109
• Increased funds for feminine hygiene products for public health facilities –

health districts placed their orders in early July.                             $200,000
• Added funds for a chief medical officer, a deputy commissioner of public 

health, and a chief data officer to support the agency with COVID-19 
pandemic response and ongoing public health leadership.           $857,986

• Increased funds for Georgia CORE for screening for leading cancers, care 
coordination and navigation, and prevention education.               $300,000

• Increased funds for the Sickle Cell Foundation of Georgia.            $365,000
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Budget Fiscal Year 2022
• Increased funds for a nurse peer assistance program to support nurses 

recovering from substance use.                                                      $150,000
• Increased funds to support Grady Memorial Hospital's efforts to continue 

the coordination of emergency room use in the 13-county metro Atlanta 
area.                                                                                                $506,000

• Increased funds for the second year of a three-year pilot for pre-exposure 
prophylaxis (PrEP) for individuals at risk of HIV.                                $85,650

• Public Health Multi-Projects: $435,000 for 5 years at 5.07%: Fund 
improvements and renovations to public health district office buildings 
and labs, statewide.                                                                        $435,000
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Questions

Megan Andrews
Assistant Commissioner for Policy
Georgia Department of Public Health
470-707-4455 or 404-657-2728
megan.andrews@dph.ga.gov

For more information, please contact:

mailto:megan.andrews@dph.ga.gov
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The next Board of Public Health 
meeting is TBD

Next Meeting
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