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Effective July 1, 2026, food service establishments serving 

foreign-imported shrimp are required to provide specific 

disclosures to consumers (GA Code § 26-2-378.1). To support 

compliance with this new statutory requirement, the Georgia 

Department of Public Health (DPH) is issuing this guidance to 

clarify how these disclosure requirements will be interpreted and 

assessed under the Georgia Food Service Rules and Regulations, 

Chapter 511-6-1. 

This guidance is intended to assist food service establishments in 

understanding these requirements and preparing for compliance 

prior to enforcement. 

 

WHAT DOES THE LAW REQUIRE? 

The law states: 

"All food service establishments in this state that serve foreign imported shrimp shall conspicuously 

display on their menus a disclosure by each menu item containing shrimp stating, 'FOREIGN 

IMPORTED,' or on placards visible to the public 'FOREIGN IMPORTED SHRIMP.'" 

 

WHO IS AFFECTED? 

This requirement applies to food service establishments regulated under Chapter 511-6-1 that 

serve foreign imported shrimp, such as: 
 

• Permitted food service establishments that serve foreign imported shrimp 

• Restaurants 

• Cafeterias 

• Caterers 

• Mobile food service establishments 

• Bars and taverns serving food 

• Other food service establishments regulated under Chapter 511-6-1 
 

This requirement does not apply to food service establishments operated by a state agency. 

 

ACCEPTABLE DISCLOSURE OPTIONS 

Food service establishments have two options for compliance. 
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OPTION 1 – MENU DISCLOSURE 

 

The statement "FOREIGN IMPORTED" shall be placed directly next to each menu item 

containing foreign-imported shrimp. 

 

Examples: 
 

• Shrimp Basket – FOREIGN IMPORTED 

• Fried Shrimp Platter – FOREIGN IMPORTED 

• Shrimp Po'Boy – FOREIGN IMPORTED 

 

DPH mandates that the disclosure be provided in capital letters, exactly as in the legislation, 

to ensure consistency and visibility for consumers. 

 

OPTION 2 – PLACARD DISCLOSURE 

 

Instead of placing disclosures beside individual menu items, establishments may display a 

placard that is clearly visible to consumers stating:  

 

“FOREIGN IMPORTED SHRIMP” 

 

DPH mandates that the disclosure be provided in capital letters, exactly as in the legislation, 

to ensure consistency and visibility for consumers. 

Examples of acceptable placard language may include: 

• "This establishment serves FOREIGN IMPORTED SHRIMP." 

• "This menu item/these menu items contain FOREIGN IMPORTED SHRIMP: [list menu 

item(s)]." 
 

NOTE: The placard should be located where it is readily visible to customers, such as near 

menus, ordering counters, menu boards, or points of sale. 

 

EDUCATIONAL COMPLIANCE PERIOD 

DPH recognizes that food service establishments may need time to update menus, signage, 

ordering systems, and operating procedures. 

 

Therefore, DPH will implement an educational period from: 

 

July 1, 2026 – December 31, 2026 

 

During this period: 

• Local Environmental Health Specialists (EHS) will provide education during routine 

inspections. 
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• Establishments should review their shrimp sourcing and update menus or signage as 

necessary. 

• Operators should take steps to ensure compliance before enforcement begins. 

 

 

ENFORCEMENT  

Beginning: 

January 1, 2027 

 

DPH will begin enforcement of this requirement during routine inspections. 

 

Violations will be cited as appropriate if establishments fail to disclose the service of foreign 

imported shrimp by one of the two methods above.   

 

Questions? 

For questions regarding implementation, contact your local county environmental health office.   

For franchise, chain, or multi-location operations in multiple counties, please contact: 

Georgia Department of Public Health – Food Service Program 

DPH-Food@dph.ga.gov 

Early consultation is encouraged to promote consistent implementation across multiple locations. 

 

https://dph.georgia.gov/document/document/environmental-health-county-phone-numbers/download
mailto:DPH-Food@dph.ga.gov

