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B A C K G R O U N D  

Tracking work-related fatalities can help identify common causes and 

workers at greatest risk of fatal work injuries. By analyzing work-related 

fatality data, employers can implement targeted strategies to mitigate risks, 

enhance training programs, and foster a culture of safety among Georgians. 

Ultimately, identifying hazardous conditions and high-risk occupations 

supports continuous improvement in occupational health standards, saves 

lives, and promotes a safer work environment for all Georgians.  
 

 
 

F A T A L  W O R K - R E L A T E D  I N J U R I E S  –  K E Y  

F I N D I N G S  
 

•  T h e r e  w a s  a  t o t a l  o f  1 8 7  f a t a l  w o r k - r e l a t e d  d e a t h s  r e c o r d e d  a m o n g  

G e o r g i a ’ s  w o r k f o r c e  i n  2 0 2 1 ,  d o w n  f r o m  1 9 3  f a t a l  i n j u r i e s  r e c o r d e d  

i n  2 0 2 0  ( T a b l e  1 ) .  

 

•  T h u s ,  t h e  r a t e  o f  f a t a l  i n j u r i e s  w a s  l o w e r  i n  2 0 2 1  a t  3 . 8  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  

f u l l - t i m e  e q u i v a l e n t s  ( F T E s )  c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 0  a t  4 . 2  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  

F T E s .  

•  I n  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  r a t e s  o f  f a t a l  i n j u r i e s  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c i d e n t s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  v i o l e n c e  a n d  o t h e r  i n j u r i e s  b y  

p e r s o n s  o r  a n i m a l s ;  e x p o s u r e  t o  h a r m f u l  s u b s t a n c e s  a n d  

e n v i r o n m e n t s ;  a n d  f a l l s ,  t r i p s ,  a n d  s l i p s .  ( F i g u r e  1 ) .  

•  W h i l e  w o r k - r e l a t e d  f a t a l i t i e s  m o s t l y  o c c u r r e d  a m o n g  w o r k e r s  i n  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  m a t e r i a l  m o v i n g ;  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  e x t r a c t i o n ;  

a n d  b u i l d i n g  a n d  g r o u n d s  c l e a n i n g  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o c c u p a t i o n s .  

 

 



 

 

Table 1: Number of fatal injuries 

reported to the census of fatal 

occupational injuries (CFOI), 

Georgia 2017-2021 

Year N Rate per 

100,000 FTEs 

2017 194 4.1 

2018 186 3.8 

2019 207 4.2 

2020 193 4.2 

2021 187 3.8 

 

Table 2: Leading causes of fatal injuries 

reported to the census of fatal occupational 

injuries (CFOI), Georgia 2017-2021 

Cause N Percent 

Transportation incidents 423 45% 

Violence and other injuries 

by person or animal 

166 18% 

Falls, slips, and trips 132 14% 

Exposure to harmful 

substances or environments 

110 12% 

Contact with objects and 

equipment* 

103 11% 

 

 

 

 

* C o n t a c t  w i t h  o b j e c t s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  2 0 2 1 :  n o  d a t a  r e p o r t e d ,  o r  d a t a  d i d  n o t  m e e t  

p u b l i c a t i o n  c r i t e r i a .  S o u r c e :  C e n s u s  o f  F a t a l  O c c u p a t i o n a l  I n j u r i e s  

S o u r c e :  C e n s u s  o f  F a t a l  O c c u p a t i o n a l  I n j u r i e s  
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•  B e t w e e n  2 0 1 7  a n d  2 0 2 1 ,  4 2 3  ( 4 5 % )  o f  G e o r g i a ’ s  w o r k - r e l a t e d  

f a t a l i t i e s  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c i d e n t s  ( T a b l e  2 ) .  

•  B e t w e e n  2 0 1 7  a n d  2 0 2 1  t h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  c a u s e  o f  w o r k - r e l a t e d  

f a t a l  i n j u r y  w a s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e l a t e d  ( a n  a v e r a g e  o f  8 5  c a s e s  p e r  

y e a r ) .  

•  T h e  l a r g e s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  2 0 2 1  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  v i o l e n c e  a n d  

o t h e r  i n j u r i e s  b y  p e r s o n s  o r  a n i m a l s ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  1 4  c a s e s  ( 2 3  v s .  

3 7 )  f r o m  2 0 2 0 .  

•  F a t a l i t i e s  f r o m  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c i d e n t s  i n  2 0 2 1  w e r e  m o s t l y  

r e p o r t e d  a m o n g  G e o r g i a n s  w o r k i n g  i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  m a t e r i a l  

m o v i n g  o c c u p a t i o n s  ( 9 . 9  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E )  ( F i g u r e  2 ) .  

•  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n - r e l a t e d  w o r k e r  d e a t h s  w e r e  a l s o  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  

a m o n g  w o r k e r s  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  e x t r a c t i o n  ( 3 . 5  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E )  

a n d  b u i l d i n g  a n d  g r o u n d s  c l e a n i n g  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o c c u p a t i o n s  

( 2 . 7  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E )  i n  2 0 2 1  ( F i g u r e  2 ) .  
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