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What is a Scope of Practice

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Definition

“The term scope of practice is used to specify the extent of privileges 
permitted by state law for a given class of allied health provider based on 
specific criteria like education, training, experience, and special 
qualifications.”

Regulatory, Legal, and Liability Issues Pertaining to Transesophageal Echocardiography 
(https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/medicine-and-dentistry/scope-of-practice)

“Scope of practice—Defined parameters of various duties or services that 
may be provided by an individual with specific credentials. Whether 
regulated by rule, statute, or court decision, it represents the limits of 
services an individual may legally perform.”

2019 National EMS Scope of Practice Model
(https://www.ems.gov/pdf/National_EMS_Scope_of_Practice_Model_2019.pdf)
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Why do we have a Scope of Practice?
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Just because you can…
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Scope of Practice vs Standard of Care

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Scope of Practice vs Standard of Care

Scope of Practice Standard of Care

Purpose “Are you/were you allowed to do it?” “Did you do the right thing and did
you do it properly?”

Legal Implications Act of commission is a criminal offense 
or rule violation

Acts of commission or omission not in 
conformance with the standard of care may 
lead to civil liability

Variability May vary from individual to individual 
(EMT vs AEMT vs Paramedic). Does not 
vary based on circumstances.

Situational, depends on many variables

Defined by Established by statute, rules, 
regulations, precedent, and/or 
licensure board interpretations

Determined by scope of practice, literature, 
expert witnesses, and juries

NOTE It is difficult to regulate knowledge 
through scope of practice.

Used to evaluate the totality of circumstances. 
What would a reasonable EMS person do in the 
same or similar circumstances?

13

14



12/23/2019

8

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Accreditation, Certification, Licensure
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National Scope vs Georgia Scope

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Floor vs Ceiling

Floor – States should not 
go below

Ceiling – Georgia sets the 
maximum you can’t go above 

Medical Directors can credential up to 
the ceiling, but should not go below the 

floor
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Floor vs Ceiling

Floor – States should not 
go below

Ceiling – Georgia sets the 
maximum you can’t go above 

Distance between floor and 
ceiling should be minimal.

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Ideal

CredentialedLicensedCertifiedEducated
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Reality

Credentialed

Licensed

Certified

Educated
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New National Scope of Practice
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2019 National Scope of Practice Model

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Some of the changes…

• CPAP for EMTs – not in GA (yet)

• 12-Lead Acquisition/Transmission for 
EMTs/AEMTs – already in GA

• EtCO2 monitoring and interpretation of 
waveform capnography for AEMTs– not in 
GA (yet)

• Wound Packing for all levels– already in GA

• Telemetric monitoring devices and 
transmission of clinical data, including video 
data for EMT/AEMT/PMDC – sort of in 
Georgia

• Parenteral analgesia for pain for AEMTs –
not in GA (yet)
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When will Georgia move to the 2019 National 
Scope of Practice?

• Short answer…when we are ready.

• Steps needed:

o National EMS Education Standards and Instructional Guidelines need to be 
updated, then all education programs need to teach the new material

o OEMS and EMSMDAC to review National SOP vs Georgia SOP

o Develop transition curriculum for currently licensed personnel

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Previous versions of GA’s SOP
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2007
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2011
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2015
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2020 Georgia Scope of Practice
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Legal Authority

• EMTs (and EMT-Is, AEMTs) 
o O.C.G.A. § 31-11-53 - Services which may be rendered by certified 

emergency medical technicians and trainees

• Cardiac Technicians
o O.C.G.A. § 31-11-55. Services which may be rendered by certified cardiac 

technicians and trainees

• Paramedics
o O.C.G.A. § 31-11-54. Services which may be rendered by paramedics and 

paramedic trainees

• In Hospitals
o O.C.G.A. § 31-11-59. Services of emergency medical technicians, 

paramedics, and cardiac technicians in hospitals

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

No Such Thing in Georgia
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Page 1 - Skills 

In Georgia, EMS personnel are permitted to perform only those skills listed 
under their licensure level, and only once they have been trained on those 
skills, certified as competent, credentialed to perform those skills by their 
local EMS Medical Director, and only while operating under standing, verbal 
or written orders from their local EMS Medical Director, transferring 
physician or a Medical Control physician.
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Page 1 - Medications

EMS personnel are permitted to administer only medications listed under 
their licensure level, and only once they are trained in the pharmacology of 
that medication, certified as competent to administer the medication, 
credentialed to administer that medication by their local EMS Medical 
Director, and ordered to give that medication by standing, verbal or written 
orders from the local EMS Medical Director, transferring physician or a 
Medical Control Physician.

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Page 1 – Common Sense & Clinical Judgement

While EMS personnel are permitted to do the skills or administer 
medications in this document, given the conditions above, the decision to 
perform a skill or administer a medication in a given situation for a particular 
patient should be based on the patient’s clinical presentation and current 
evidence-based practice. Being able to perform a skill or administer a 
medication does not mean a provider should perform that skill or 
administer that medication.
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Page 2 - Timeline

• 6-month grace period to come into full compliance with ATVs and other 
skills that are now listed under Post-Licensure Skills.

December 
2019 – SOP 

Released

1/1/2020 –
SOP effective

7/1/2020 –
Agencies must 

be FULLY 
compliant

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
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Page 3 – Automatic Transport Ventilators
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Page 4 – Advanced Airway
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Page 4 – Monitoring Devices
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Page 5 – Pharmacological skills

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Page 5 – Pharmacological skills
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Page 6 - Medications

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Page 6 - Epinephrine

45

46



12/23/2019

24

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Cost Benefit Analysis

Use Auto-Injector
Cost of Auto-Injector is $$$!

Training included in initial education.

Less prone to medication errors.

Draw up Epi
Training costs (annual):

• Overtime?

• Supplies

• Needles

• Curriculum

1 Dose is much cheaper than auto-injector.

Training not included in initial education 
curriculum.

More prone to medication errors.

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
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Page 7 – Inhaled Meds & Narcan

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Page 7 - Paralytics
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Page 7 – Sedative/Hypnotics
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Page 8 – Pharmacological Skills
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Page 8 - Cardiac
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Page 9 - Trauma

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Quick Quiz…

Can an EMT spike an IV bag?

55

56



12/23/2019

29

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Educated

Certified

Licensed

Credentialed
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Additional Post-Licensure Skills for Paramedics
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New Ceiling for Some Paramedics

Licensed – GA Paramedic

Certified – NRP
Educated – NES 

Need new Education, 
Certification, Credentialing

Credentialed

Licensed – Paramedic with PLS

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Benefits

• Agencies should be able to charge more for trips where those paramedics 
with PLS use those skills in appropriate circumstances

• Provides a next step for those paramedics with more experience

• Allows agencies to recuperate some of the costs of 
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Limitations

• John Doe, a licensed Paramedic in Georgia is approved at EMS Agency A 
to perform Post-Licensure skills.

• He also works at EMS Agency B

• He is NOT able to perform those Post-Licensure Skills at EMS Agency B 
unless that agency has been approved for those skills, and he has been 
trained, certified and credentialed at EMS Agency B

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Timeline

• Released December 2019

• Effective January 1, 2020

• Agencies must come into compliance by June 30, 2020

63

64



12/23/2019

33

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

How to apply for Post-Licensure Skills for 
Paramedics

• An instructions document and a link to a video with step-by-step 
instructions will be sent to EMS Agencies

• Process

o Authorized Agent applies (will need to include clinical protocols for each 
skill), and curriculum needs to be submitted for review

o Medical director will need to login and sign-off

o OEMS will review and if appropriate, approve

o Authorized Agent or EMS Agency Admin will then list personnel and 
medical director will need to login and sign-off

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

After initial approval

• Submit a roster of all Paramedics who have been trained, certified as 
competent, and credentialed by the local EMS Medical Director for each 
post-licensure skill (must be done prior to the paramedic being permitted 
to perform those skills). 

o Notify and obtain approval from the Department regarding any changes 
to:
• Protocols, standing orders, or training curriculum – this must be submitted prior to 

the use of the protocol, standing order or training; and

• Involvement or support of the local EMS Medical Director, including the replacement 
of the local EMS Medical Director – this notification must be within 24 hours of the 
change.

• Notify the Department by email to the Regional EMS Director of any 
adverse events that occur as a result of the use of these post-licensure 
skills, no more than thirty (30) days after the adverse event has occurred.
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More Information

• Go to www.mygemsis.org/lms

• Scroll to bottom of page (just above login)

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Questions?
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