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NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS:
EQUITY FOR STUDENTS, EDUCATORS, AND OTHER PROGRAM
BENEFICIARIES

Section 427 of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) (20 U.S.C. 1228a) applies to applicants for
grant awards under this program.

ALL APPLICANTS FOR NEW GRANT AWARDS MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION IN THEIR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS THIS PROVISION IN ORDER TO
RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER THIS PROGRAM.

Please respond to the following requests for information:

1. Describe how your entity’s existing mission, policies, or commitments ensure equitable access to,
and equitable participation in, the proposed project or activity.

Georgia'sPartC LeadAgency'smissionis to identify andprovideservicego all youngchildrenin Georgiawho mayhave
developmentadielyasor disabilities,in orderto promotetheir healthygrowthanddevelopmentTo ensuresquitableaccess
andparticipationin the program severapoliciesandproceduregrein placeincluding:

Accessibility: The PartC LeadAgencyensureghatservicesareaccessibleo all families,regardles®f their background,
identity, or geographidocation.This includesusingGeorgia'siemographiénformationto confirmthatthe PartC program
is inclusiveto all families. To addressccessibility the programoffers promotionalmaterialsn the mostcommon
language$oundin Georgia(i.e. SpanisrandKorean),andensureshatfacilities arephysicallyaccessible.

Equity: ThePartC LeadAgencyprioritizesequitableaccesgo servicesparticularlyfor under-serve@ndmarginalized
communitiesThe PartC LeadAgencyconductutreacho ensurghatfamiliesin thesecommunitiesareawareof the
programandits servicesandthattheyhavetheresourcesndsupportnecessaryo participatefully. ThePartC Lead
Agency'schild find activitiestargetunder-servegroupsacrosghe stateof Georgiaincludinggroupssuchasmigrant
populationsAdditionally, the programoffers servicego all familiesat no cost,specificallyservicegelatedto the
eligibility/determinationprocess.

ProfessionatievelopmentThe PartC LeadAgencyensureghatits staff membergeceiveongoingprofessional
developmenthatincludestrainingon equity, diversity,andinclusion.

EvaluationandcontinuousmprovementThe PartC LeadAgencycontinuego partnemwith Georgia'sStatelnteragency
CoordinatingCouncil (SICC)andotherstrategigartnergo researclandaddressany potentialbiasesor barriersfor families
receivingservicedrom the PartC Program.


https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2020-title20/html/USCODE-2020-title20-chap31-subchapII-part2-sec1228a.htm
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2. Based on your proposed project or activity, what barriers may impede equitable access and
participation of students, educators, or other beneficiaries?

ThePartC LeadAgencyconsultedvith our strategigpartnerdn January2025andconfirmedthatthebarriersidentifiedin
FFY2024continueto bethe barriersthatimpactthe equitableaccesdo our PartC program.Thebarriersidentifiedare
explainedbelowin detail.

- Acrossthe state our programhasdifficulty providingservicesecommendetly the IFSPteamdueto thelack of providers
in thoseareasAlthoughour metroareasstrugglewith lack of providersaswell, the PartC LeadAgencyhasidentifiedthat
theneedis greateiin theruralandmountainousireasof Georgia.

- Anotherbarrierthatwasidentifiedinvolvedthe PartC LeadAgency'slack of brochures/pamphlets afamily's native
languagespecificallythelessorknownlanguages.The PartC LeadAgencydoeshaveprogrammatiénformationavailable
in someof themorecommonlanguagesn Georgiahowever,t is morechallengingo developinformationin those
languageshatarenotascommonin the state.

- ThePartC LeadAgencyhasalsoidentifiedboththe personnelndprovidershortageasa barrier.Acrossthe state the
StateandLocal PartC Programstaff aswell asthe contractecbrovidernetworkis experiencinga shortagehatdirectly
impactsthetimelinessandconsistencyf the serviceghatareprovidedto families.

- Socioeconomicstatusvasanothetbarrieridentified. The PartC LeadAgencydiscoveredhatsomefamilieshave
difficulty securinga safespacewithin their naturalenvironmento receiveservices.

- ThePartC LeadAgencyalsohasidentified barrierswithin its partnershipwvith the CareManagemen©rganizatiofCMO)
andMedicaid.The PartC LeadAgencycontinuego collaboratewith the Departmenbf CommunityHealth(DCH) to
developstrategiovaysto decreas¢hesebarriersandsupportcontractproviders.

- Theinformationthatfamilies sometimeseceivefrom local medicalofficesand/orpediatricianofficeshasalsobeen
identifiedasabarrierby the PartC LeadAgency.Misinformationsuchasmedicalprofessionalsiot understandinghe Part
C Programavailableservicesand/orthe benefitsof servicedrom the PartC Programoftendelaysthe supportsand
serviceghatfamiliescouldreceive.
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3. Based on the barriers identified, what steps will you take to address such barriers to equitable
access and participation in the proposed project or activity?

ThePartC LeadAgency,alongwith our strategicpartnershasdevelopedtepsto addressll barriersrelatedto families
ability to receiverecommendedervicesand/orsupportfrom the PartC Program Thosestepsareexplainedbelowin detail.

- ThePartC LeadAgencycontinuego implementa hybrid versionof teleinterventionTeleinterventiorsupportsall of our
familieswho arein demographi@reaswith very few or no availableprovidersto conducteligibility evaluationsand/or
providethe servicesecommendedn their IndividualizedFamily ServicePlan(IFSP).

- In FFY2024 the PartC LeadAgencycollaboratedvith the Departmenbf PublicHealth(DPH) Communicationseamto
updateandreviseprogramformsin languagesnostcommonlyusedin Georgia.Communicatiorbetweerthe PartC Lead
Agencyandthe DPH CommunicationseamdiscoveredhatDPH hasmechanismso translateprogrammatiénformationin
variouslanguage$rom a contractedrendorfor anassociatedee.

- The ProviderRelationsteamandthe Early InterventionTraining& SupportManagerfrom the PartC LeadAgency
continueto collaborateto developandimplementa providerrecruitmentandretentionplanto addres®ur state'provider
shortagelnput from the StatelnteragencyCoordinatingCouncil (SICC)andotherstrategigartnersvasrequeste@nd
continuedo beincludedin the developmenbf the recruitmentandretentionplan. This planfocuseson boththerecruitment
of new providersandtheretentionof providersthatarecurrentlycontractedvith the PartC LeadAgency.ThePartC Lead
Agencycontinuedo partnemwith the GeorgiaDepartmenbdf Education(DOE) for the Office of SpecialEducation
ProgramqgOSEP)325PRecruitmentindRetentiongrant. The PartC LeadAgencycontinuego usethe fundsfrom this
grantto provideadditionalprofessionatievelopmentrainingsfor all providerscontractedvith the PartC LeadAgency.

- ThePartC LeadAgencycontinuedo researcloptionsfor familiesto receivetheirrecommendedervicesn a safespace
by collaboratingwith Local PartC programs]ocal countyhealthdepartmentsandothersiteswithin the family's community
to coordinatea family's ability to utilize availablespace.

- ThePartC LeadAgencycontinuego communicateandcollaboratewith the Departmenbf CommunityHealth(DCH) to
determinebestpracticeso addresall CareManagemen©OrganizationCMO) andMedicaidrelatedconcernsThe PartC
LeadAgencyandDCH hasongoingscheduledneetinggo discusgheseconcerns.

- With supportfrom our strategicpartnersthe PartC LeadAgencycontinuego developa procesdo supportour Local Part
C Program'sability to providecommunityoutreachandeducatiorresourceso local medicalpracticesin November2024,
thePartC LeadAgencymetwith someof the memberof the AmericanAcademyof Pediatric{AAP) to discussvaysto
partnertogethermandspreacawarenessf earlyinterventionservicesn Georgia.
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4. What is your timeline, including targeted milestones, for addressing these identified barriers?

ThePartC LeadAgencycontinuego work on developingstepsto addressll identified barriersrelatedto familiesability to
receiverecommendedervicesand/orsupportfrom the PartC Programln the procesf identifying, addressingandsetting
targetednilestonesthe PartC LeadAgencyfoundthatbarriersinvolving outsideagencies/organizatiomsetakinglonger
to resolvethanthosebarriersthatthe PartC LeadAgencycanaddressndependentlyThetargetedmilestonesievelopedy
thePartC LeadAgencyareexplainedbelowin detail.

- ThePartC LeadAgencycontinuego implementteleinterventionywhich supportdamiliesin demographicshathavevery
few and/orno contractprovidersavailableto deliverrecommendedervices.

- The continuedcollaboratiorbetweerthe PartC LeadAgencyandthe Departmenbf CommunityHealth(DCH), assists
thePartC LeadAgencyin addressinghebarrierswith the CareManagemen®rganizationfCMO) andMedicaid.The Part
C LeadAgencyhasidentifiedthis barrierasbeingalong-termandongoinggoal of the PartC Program.

- Thetargetedimelinefor the developmenandavailability of programmaticommunicatior(i.e., PartC Program
brochurespamphletsandbooklets)in language®utsideof the mostcommonlanguagesn Georgiais Winter 2025.

- ThePartC LeadAgencycontinuego work with agencieandorganizationsacrosshe stateto identify safespacedor
familiesto receivePartC servicesAlthoughsomesafespacesavebeenidentified suchaslocal librariesandEarly Head
Startcentersthe PartC LeadAgencycontinueto havedifficulties identifying safespacesn theruralandmountainousrea:
of Georgia.Thereforethetargetedimelinefor supportingfamilieswith identifying safespace$asbeenextendedo Winter
2025.

- With assistanc&om our SICC,the PartC LeadAgencyis in thebeginningstageof schedulingunchandlearnsessions
for pediatriciansThelunchandlearnsessionsvill be scheduledjuarterlyandwill bein conjunctionwith our scheduled
guarterlySICCmeetingsDiscussionatthelunchandlearnsessionsvill addresshebarriersrelatedto misinformation
familiesreceivefrom medicalprofessionalaswell ashowthe PartC LeadAgencyandlocal pediatriciansanbetter
partnertogetherto supportour Georgiafamilies.In addition,atthe GA Child Health2025conferencetherewill bea panel
discussiorwith pediatriciango discussanybarriersto referringto the programandprocessesanbe streamlinedo better
supportfamilies.

- Thecontinuedcollaborationbetweerthe PartC LeadAgency'sProviderRelationsManagerandEarly Intervention
Training Coordinatoraswell asthe supportfrom the StatelnteragencyCoordinatingCouncil (SICC)andotherstrategic
partnersassistghe PartC LeadAgencyin addressinghe providershortagebarrier. The PartC LeadAgencyhasidentified
this barrierasbeingalong-termandongoinggoal of the PartC Program.
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Notes:

1. Applicants are not required to have mission statements or policies that align with equity in order
to submit an application.

2. Applicants may identify any barriers that may impede equitable access and participation in the
proposed project or activity, including, but not limited to, barriers based on economic
disadvantage, gender, race, ethnicity, color, national origin, disability, age, language, migrant
status, rural status, homeless status or housing insecurity, pregnancy, parenting, or caregiving
status, and sexual orientation.

3. Applicants may have already included some or all of this required information in the narrative
sections of their applications or their State Plans. In responding to this requirement, for each
guestion, applicants may provide a cross-reference to the section(s) and page number(s) in their
applications or State Plans that includes the information responsive to that question on this form
or may restate that information on this form.

Paperwork Burden Statement

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information
unless such collection displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information
collection is 1894-0005. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 3 hours per
response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering, and maintaining the data
needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. The obligation to respond to this collection is
required to obtain or retain a benefit. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate or
suggestions for improving this individual collection, send your comments to ICDocketMar@ed.gov and reference OMB
Control Number 1894-0005. All other comments or concerns regarding the status of your individual form may be
addressed to either (a) the person listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT section in the competition
Notice Inviting Applications, or (b) your assigned program officer.



mailto:ICDocketMgr@ed.gov

	Q1Response: Georgia's Part C Lead Agency's mission is to identify and provide services to all young children in Georgia who may have developmental delyas or disabilities, in order to promote their healthy growth and development. To ensure equitable access and participation in the program, several policies and procedures are in place including:

Accessibility: The Part C Lead Agency ensures that services are accessible to all families, regardless of their background, identity, or geographic location. This includes using Georgia's demographic information to confirm that the Part C program is inclusive to all families. To address accessibility, the program offers promotional materials in the most common languages found in Georgia (i.e. Spanish and Korean), and ensures that facilities are physically accessible.  

Equity: The Part C Lead Agency prioritizes equitable access to services, particularly for under-served and marginalized communities. The Part C Lead Agency conducts outreach to ensure that families in these communities are aware of the program and its services, and that they have the resources and support necessary to participate fully. The Part C Lead Agency's child find activities target under-served groups across the state of Georgia including groups such as migrant populations. Additionally, the program offers services to all families at no cost, specifically services related to the eligibility/determination process.

Professional development: The Part C Lead Agency ensures that its staff members receive ongoing professional development that includes training on equity, diversity, and inclusion. 

Evaluation and continuous improvement: The Part C Lead Agency continues to partner with Georgia's State Interagency Coordinating Council (SICC) and other strategic partners to research and address any potential biases or barriers for families receiving services from the Part C Program.   
	Q3Response: The Part C Lead Agency, along with our strategic partners, has developed steps to address all barriers related to families ability to receive recommended services and/or support from the Part C Program. Those steps are explained below in detail.

- The Part C Lead Agency continues to implement a hybrid version of teleintervention. Teleintervention supports all of our families who are in demographic areas with very few or no available providers to conduct eligibility evaluations and/or provide the services recommended on their Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP). 

- In FFY2024, the Part C Lead Agency collaborated with the Department of Public Health (DPH) Communications team to update and revise program forms in languages most commonly used in Georgia. Communication between the Part C Lead Agency and the DPH Communications team discovered that DPH has mechanisms to translate programmatic information in various languages from a contracted vendor for an associated fee.  

- The Provider Relations team and the Early Intervention Training & Support Manager from the Part C Lead Agency continue to collaborate to develop and implement a provider recruitment and retention plan to address our state's provider shortage. Input from the State Interagency Coordinating Council (SICC) and other strategic partners was requested and continues to be included in the development of the recruitment and retention plan. This plan focuses on both the recruitment of new providers and the retention of providers that are currently contracted with the Part C Lead Agency. The Part C Lead Agency continues to partner with the Georgia Department of Education (DOE) for the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) 325P Recruitment and Retention grant. The Part C Lead Agency continues to use the funds from this grant to provide additional professional development trainings for all providers contracted with the Part C Lead Agency.

- The Part C Lead Agency continues to research options for families to receive their recommended services in a safe space by collaborating with Local Part C programs, local county health departments, and other sites within the family's community to coordinate a family's ability to utilize available space.

- The Part C Lead Agency continues to communicate and collaborate with the Department of Community Health (DCH) to determine best practices to address all Care Management Organization (CMO) and Medicaid related concerns. The Part C Lead Agency and DCH has ongoing scheduled meetings to discuss these concerns. 

- With support from our strategic partners, the Part C Lead Agency continues to develop a process to support our Local Part C Program's ability to provide community outreach and education resources to local medical practices. In November 2024, the Part C Lead Agency met with some of the members of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) to discuss ways to partner together and spread awareness of early intervention services in Georgia.

	Q4Response: The Part C Lead Agency continues to work on developing steps to address all identified barriers related to families ability to receive recommended services and/or support from the Part C Program. In the process of identifying, addressing, and setting targeted milestones, the Part C Lead Agency found that barriers involving outside agencies/organizations are taking longer to resolve than those barriers that the Part C Lead Agency can address independently. The targeted milestones developed by the Part C Lead Agency are explained below in detail.

- The Part C Lead Agency continues to implement teleintervention, which supports families in demographics that have very few and/or no contract providers available to deliver recommended services. 

- The continued collaboration between the Part C Lead Agency and the Department of Community Health (DCH), assists the Part C Lead Agency in addressing the barriers with the Care Management Organization (CMO) and Medicaid. The Part C Lead Agency has identified this barrier as being a long-term and ongoing goal of the Part C Program. 

- The targeted timeline for the development and availability of programmatic communication (i.e., Part C Program brochures, pamphlets, and booklets) in languages outside of the most common languages in Georgia is Winter 2025.

- The Part C Lead Agency continues to work with agencies and organizations across the state to identify safe spaces for families to receive Part C services. Although some safe spaces have been identified such as local libraries and Early Head Start centers, the Part C Lead Agency continue to have difficulties identifying safe spaces in the rural and mountainous areas of Georgia. Therefore, the targeted timeline for supporting families with identifying safe spaces has been extended to Winter 2025. 

- With assistance from our SICC, the Part C Lead Agency is in the beginning stages of scheduling lunch and learn sessions for pediatricians. The lunch and learn sessions will be scheduled quarterly and will be in conjunction with our scheduled quarterly SICC meetings. Discussions at the lunch and learn sessions will address the barriers related to misinformation families receive from medical professionals as well as how the Part C Lead Agency and local pediatricians can better partner together to support our Georgia families. In addition, at the GA Child Health 2025 conference, there will be a panel discussion with pediatricians to discuss any barriers to referring to the program and processes can be streamlined to better support families. 

-  The continued collaboration between the Part C Lead Agency's Provider Relations Manager and Early Intervention Training Coordinator as well as the support from the State Interagency Coordinating Council (SICC) and other strategic partners assists the Part C Lead Agency in addressing the provider shortage barrier. The Part C Lead Agency has identified this barrier as being a long-term and ongoing goal of the Part C Program. 

	Q2Response: The Part C Lead Agency consulted with our strategic partners in January 2025 and confirmed that the barriers identified in FFY2024 continue to be the barriers that impact the equitable access to our Part C program. The barriers identified are explained below in detail. 

- Across the state, our program has difficulty providing services recommended by the IFSP team due to the lack of providers in those areas. Although our metro areas struggle with lack of providers as well, the Part C Lead Agency has identified that the need is greater in the rural and mountainous areas of Georgia.

- Another barrier that was identified involved the Part C Lead Agency's lack of brochures/pamphlets in a family's native language, specifically the lessor known languages.  The Part C Lead Agency does have programmatic information available in some of the more common languages in Georgia; however, it is more challenging to develop information in those languages that are not as common in the state. 

- The Part C Lead Agency has also identified both the personnel and provider shortage as a barrier. Across the state, the State and Local Part C Program staff as well as the contracted provider network is experiencing a shortage that directly impacts the timeliness and consistency of the services that are provided to families. 

- Socio economic status was another barrier identified. The Part C Lead Agency discovered that some families have difficulty securing a safe space within their natural environment to receive services. 

- The Part C Lead Agency also has identified barriers within its partnership with the Care Management Organization (CMO) and Medicaid. The Part C Lead Agency continues to collaborate with the Department of Community Health (DCH) to develop strategic ways to decrease these barriers and support contract providers. 

- The information that families sometimes receive from local medical offices and/or pediatrician offices has also been identified as a barrier by the Part C Lead Agency. Misinformation such as medical professionals not understanding the Part C Program, available services, and/or the benefits of services from the Part C Program often delays the supports and services that families could receive. 


