
September 16, 2026 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

Chapter 511-1-3 
“Vital Records” 

The Department of Public Health proposes revisions to the rules located in Chapter 511-1-3, 
“Vital Records” pursuant to its authority under Georgia Code Sections  31-2A-6, 31-10-3, 31-10-
25, and 31-10-26. 

The purpose of the proposed rulemaking is to amend Rule 511-1-3-.33, entitled “Disclosure of 
Vital Records and Information,” to allow for a grantee beneficiary to request a certified copy of a 
death or spontaneous fetal death certificate through the Department of Vital Records.  

Based on Department of Public Health’s analysis, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 50-13-4, this proposed 
rule will not have an economic impact  or create additional administrative burdens.  

The proposed rules are posted on the Department's website  
http://dph.georgia.gov/regulationsrule-making. Interested persons may submit comments on these 
proposed revisions in writing addressed to: 

Jeffrey T. Rickman 
General Counsel  
Georgia Department of Public Health  
200 Piedmont Avenue SE, West Tower, Suite 1902 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
jeffrey.rickman@dph.ga.gov  

Written comments must be submitted on or before October 8, 2026. Oral comments may be 
presented online or via phone at a public meeting scheduled for 2:00 PM on Wednesday, October 
7, 2026. To join the public meeting: 

• To join by computer:
o https://gapublichealth.webex.com/gapublichealth/j.php?MTID=m84c3e6de3bc47

466508219fc4ab639aa
o Meeting Number: 2530 663 7047
o Password: NDy3msFua28

• To join by phone:
o 1-415-655-0001 US Toll
o Access Code: 2530 663 7047

http://dph.georgia.gov/regulationsrule-making
mailto:jeffrey.rickman@dph.ga.gov
https://gapublichealth.webex.com/gapublichealth/j.php?MTID=m84c3e6de3bc47466508219fc4ab639aa
https://gapublichealth.webex.com/gapublichealth/j.php?MTID=m84c3e6de3bc47466508219fc4ab639aa
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The Commissioner of Public Health will consider the proposed rules for adoption on or about 
October 20, 2026, to become effective on or about November 20, 2026.  
 
 
 

    
        ______________________________ 

Jeffrey T. Rickman 
General Counsel  
Georgia Department of Public Health 
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Rule 511-1-3-.33 Disclosure of Vital Records and Information 

(1) Copies of vital records maintained by the Office of Vital Records, and information 

contained in such vital records, shall not be disclosed except as permitted by: 

(a) Chapter 10 of Title 31; 

(b) Code Section 19-7-46.1; 

(c) the rules of the Department; or 

(d) as directed by court order. 

A vital record shall not be disclosed pursuant to subpoena or civil discovery request unless the 

requesting party demonstrates its right to the record under this Rule. 

(2) For purposes of this Rule, the term certified copy means a copy of a vital record printed 

on colored stock and bearing the raised seal of the State Registrar. A person entitled to have a 

plain paper copy of a vital record may request that the copy be certified in accordance with Code 

Sections 24-9-920 and 24-8-803(9). 

(3) A certified copy of a birth certificate may be issued only to the following persons or their 

legal representatives: 

(a) The person whose birth is recorded on the certificate; 

(b) A parent of such person, except as provided in subsection (4) below; 

(c) A grandparent of such person; 

(d) An adult brother or sister of such person; 

(e) An adult child of such person; 

(f) The living legal spouse of such person; 

(g) A person who has been appointed, or who has applied in good faith to become, a legal 

guardian of such person; or 

(h) A person who demonstrates that a certified copy of the birth certificate is needed to 

establish a legal right or claim. 

A plain paper copy of a birth certificate may be issued only to a person entitled to receive a 

certified copy; provided, however, that if the birth occurred more than one hundred years before 

the date of request, a plain paper copy may be provided to any person. Further, a plain paper 

copy of the birth certificate of a deceased registrant may be issued to any person, so long as the 

fact of the registrant's death can be verified and the copy is clearly marked "deceased" in large 

letters on the face of the birth certificate. 

 



(4) A natural parent of an adopted child with no legal right to custody may not have access to 

the child's birth records except upon court order. 

(5) A certified copy of a death or spontaneous fetal death certificate may be issued only to 

the following persons or their legal representatives: 

(a) A child, parent, legal living spouse, or other next of kin of the decedent; 

(b) A person who has been appointed, or who has applied in good faith to become, the 

executor or administrator of the decedent's estate; or 

(c) A person who demonstrates that a certified copy of the death certificate is needed to 

establish a legal right or claim; or 

(d) any grantee beneficiary designated by a record owner in a deed titling an interest in real 

estate in a transfer-on-death form as provided in subsection (a) of Georgia Code Section 44-17-2. 

A plain paper copy of a death certificate may be issued to any person; provided, however, that 

the decedent's Social Security number shall be redacted. Upon request, the cause of death may be 

omitted from either a certified copy or a plain paper copy of a death certificate. 

(6) A certified copy of a voluntary acknowledgment of paternity, or a certified copy of a 

voluntary acknowledgment of legitimation executed prior to 1 July 2016, may be issued only to 

the following persons or their legal representatives: 

(a) Either of the persons who signed the acknowledgment; 

(b) The person whose paternity or legitimation was acknowledged, if she or she is as least 18 

years of age; 

(c) A person who has been appointed, or who has applied in good faith to become, a legal 

guardian or custodian of the person whose paternity or legitimation was acknowledged; 

(d) A living legal spouse or next of kin of the person whose paternity or legitimation was 

acknowledged; 

(e) An attorney who demonstrates that the certificate is needed for purposes of legal 

investigation on behalf of a client; or 

(f) A licensed child-placing agency that demonstrates that the certificate is needed for 

official purposes. 

A plain paper copy of a voluntary acknowledgement of paternity, or a voluntary 

acknowledgement of legitimation executed prior to 1 July 2016, may be issued only to a person 

entitled to receive a certified copy. 

(7) The State Registrar, in his or her reasonable discretion, may disclose information from 

Vital Records for statistical or research purposes, subject to such conditions as the State Registrar 

may impose, including without limitation a written agreement to maintain the confidentiality of 

the information so disclosed. 



(8) The State Registrar may provide copies of or disclose information from Vital Records to

authorized representatives of Federal, State or County agencies who request such data in the

conduct of their official duties.

(9) The State Registrar or local custodian shall not issue a copy of a vital record, or

information contained in vital records, until a signed application has been received with the

appropriate fee. To determine an applicant's right to information from a vital record, the State

Registrar or local registrar may request additional information from the applicant, including

without limitation proof of the applicant's identity or a sworn statement.

(10) Information contained in the "Information for Medical and Health Use Only" section on a

birth certificate or spontaneous fetal death certificate, or the "Information for Statistical Purpose

Only" section of the certificate of marriage or report of divorce, dissolution of marriage, or

annulment, shall not be disclosed unless specifically authorized by the State Registrar for

statistical or research purposes or upon court order.

Authority: O.C.G.A. §§ 31-2A-6, 31-10-3, 31-10-25, 31-10-26; 2007 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 2007-4. 
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