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May 12, 2022

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING
Chapter 511-5-13
“Designation of Perinatal Centers”

The Department of Public Health proposes the attached revisions to Chapter 511-5-13,
“Designation of Perinatal Centers,” pursuant to its authority under Georgia Code Sections 31-
2A-6 and 31-2A-52.

The purpose of the proposed rulemaking is to change the criteria for levels of maternal and
neonatal care at designated facilities.

The proposed rules have been posted to the Department’s website at
https://dph.georgia.gov/requlationsrule-making. Interested persons may submit comments on
these proposed revisions in writing addressed to:

Melanie Simon

General Counsel

Georgia Department of Public Health
2 Peachtree Street, N.W., 15" Floor
Atlanta, Georgia 20202
melanie.simon@dph.ga.gov

Written comments must be submitted on or before June 9, 2022. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, there will not be an in-person meeting. However, oral comments may be presented
online or via phone at a public meeting scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on June 8, 2022. To join the
public meeting:

e To join by computer:
o https://gapublichealth.webex.com/gapublichealth/j.php?MTID=mb68cd3ca056476cce
c5ed32eeal3c5e37
o Meeting Number: 2539 362 2888
o Password: vaUBghQF946

e To join by phone:
o 1-415-655-0001 United States Toll
o Access Code: 2539 362 2888

We protect lives.
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The Commissioner of Public Health will consider the proposed rules for adoption on or about
June 12, 2022, to become effective on or about July 12, 2022.

elanie Semon

Melanie Simon
General Counsel
Georgia Department of Public Health

We protect lives.
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Rule 511-5-13-.02 Definitions

(41) "Designated facility” means a perinatal facility that has been inspected and approved by
the Department pursuant to these regulations as meeting its established criteria for a particular
maternal or neonatal level of care.

(52) "Perinatal facility" means a hospital, clinic, or birthing center that provides maternal or
neonatal health care services.

Authority: O.C.G.A. § 31-2A-50 through -57.

Rule 511-5-13-.04 Designation Criteria for Maternal Centers

H—Level-A LevelH-maternal center must meet all standards applicable to the relevant level
of care established by The Joint Commission Maternal Levels of Care Verification Program as
amended, restated, supplemented or otherwise modified from time to time.be-able-to-provide-care
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Authority: O.C.G.A. § 31-2A-50 through -57.

Rule 511-5-13-.05 Designation Criteria for Neonatal Centers

H—+Level-A LevelH-neonatal center must meet all standards applicable to the relevant level
of care established by the American Academy of Pediatrics Standards for Neonatal Levels of
Care as amended, restated, supplemented or otherwise modified from time to time.be-ableto
















Authority: O.C.G.A. § 31-2A-50 through -57.



