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Note

This operational WebEx/call is for EMS agencies and EMS 
educational programs only.

If you are a member of the media or the general public, you are 
asked to disconnect from this WebEx/call immediately.
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Epidemiology Update, 4/21/2023

Cherie L. Drenzek DVM, MS/State Epidemiologist
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Marburg Virus Disease Outbreaks
• Marburg virus disease is a rare but highly fatal viral 

hemorrhagic fever caused by 2 filoviruses closely related to 
Ebola viruses.

• The animal reservoir for Marburg virus is the Egyptian fruit bat. 

• Discovered in 1967, outbreaks have occurred among lab 
workers, cave explorers, mostly in Africa.

• Symptoms and transmission of Marburg virus disease is similar 
to Ebola (blood, body fluids, contaminated bedding, funerals, 
etc.) 

• Marburg has a very high case fatality rate—from 24-88%

• Case identification and isolation, contact tracing/quarantine, 
and infection prevention are critical.               
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Marburg Virus Disease

• In February and March 2023, two distinct 
outbreaks of Marburg virus were reported in 
Equatorial Guinea and Tanzania (first time ever). 
No links between the two.

• In Tanzania, so far there have been 8 confirmed 
cases (5 fatal) and 1 probable case. All were 
linked epidemiologically, appears controlled.

• In Equatorial Guinea, so far there have been 16 
confirmed cases (11 fatal) and 23 probable cases, 
many among healthcare workers

• This outbreak is of high concern to WHO 
because it is not well controlled, there is limited 
surveillance and many chains of transmission.
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Marburg Virus Outbreak, Equatorial Guinea, 2023

• The outbreak began in rural districts, but 
the most recent cases have been reported 
from the country's commercial capital, Bata.

• The presence of confirmed cases in Bata 
increases the risk of disease spread, as it is 
the most populated city and economic hub 
of Equatorial Guinea, with an international 
airport and port.

• The risk of travel-associated spread to other 
countries (including the US) was initially 
thought to be very low but may be 
increasing now.
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Marburg Virus Outbreak, Equatorial Guinea: US/Georgia Response

• The number of travelers from Equatorial Guinea to 
the US is very low

• No airport funneling as with Ebola outbreaks
• CDC is not recommending active monitoring of 

travelers from Equatorial Guinea as of now, but 
rather passive outreach/self monitoring.

• Georgia DPH receives contact information for any 
travelers that have arrived here (CDC responders 
too).

• We send them information about Marburg and tell 
them to call 1-866-PUB-HLTH if ill (~65 so far).

• Leverage strong infrastructure and partnerships 
built during Ebola—the Georgia IDN!
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Georgia OEMST Update – Operations Update

April 21, 2023
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OEMST Position Updates

Kelly Joiner
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GEMSIS System Administrator
• Position posted application accepted until April 23rd
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/georgiadph/jobs/3985600/gemsis-system-administrator

Trauma System Coordinator
• Position in selection process

Stroke System Coordinator
• Position in selection process

Region 5 Training Coordinator
• Position in selection process

Part time – Region 3 Safety and Compliance Specialist
• Position will be posted in coming weeks

OEMST Position Updates
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Workforce Numbers 

Kelly Joiner 
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Number of Licensees as of 04/21/2023
As of 

4/21/2023
As of 

04/01/2023
As of 

01/01/2023Level

363357311EMT-Responder
5,9255,8196,391EMT

4,1604,1264,804EMT-Intermediate

5,1144,9975,221Advanced EMT

232327Cardiac Technician

8,5748,5029,102Paramedic

24,15823,82425,856TOTAL
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EMS Personnel License Renewal

Kelly Joiner
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Lapsed-Failed to Renew that are eligible to late renew – 2,417 (As of 4/21/2023)

Late Georgia Medic Renewal application available until September 30, 2023.  
• Continuing Education (CE) must be entered into Education Report into LMS
• Must upload BCLS and ACLS (if applicable) cards inside the renewal 

application
• Late fee and license renewal fee, $150.00 (Credit Card fee $2.75)

Personnel License Renewal 
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EMS Instructor and Instructor/Coordinator Late Renewal

Late renewal period is now open until June 30th, 2023

CE and Active Teaching will be accepted from 1/1/2020 – 6/30/2023

Late fee and license renewal fee, $50.00 (Credit Card fee $2.75)
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Capnography for AEMTs

Richard Rhodes
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• GA Scope of Practice is being updated to 
include utilization of Capnography at the 
AEMT level.

• All AEMTs will be required to complete 
Capnography training that has been posted 
to TRAINGA before their next license renewal.

• Any EMS agency that will allow AEMTs to 
utilizes Capnography within the Agency’s 
protocols must ensure that all AEMT 
personnel have completed the required 
training.  

National Scope of Practice - Capnography
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TRAIN Georgia

Richard Rhodes
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Good Afternoon,

If you have a TRAIN.org account you may have received the following email:

You have been assigned to a Training Plan

Dear [FirstName] [LastName],

You have been assigned to a Training Plan in the TRAIN Learning Network.
'Georgia EMS CE' has been added to your Learning Record.
To start your training plan, click on the title of the first course.

[Sample of Comments]

TRAIN Team
Georgia TRAIN

TRAIN Georgia Email
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TRAIN Georgia Training Plan



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

• 40 courses approved for EMS 
CE

• 27.45 CE hours

• Additional Courses being 
added weekly

TRAIN Georgia Classes
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Sign into your TRAIN 
Account:

1. Go to Your Profile 
(top right)

2. Click on your 
Georgia OEMS ID 
Number (left side)

3. Enter correct ID 
number

4. Click Save (top 
right)

To Correct TRAIN OEMS ID Number 
1.

2.

3.

4.



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Fingerprint-based Criminal Background Reports

Kelly Joiner 



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

GAPS is changing their fingerprint 
processing from Gemalto to Fieldprint.
The transition will begin on April 26 –
28th

• The last day to register and pay for a 
Criminal Background Check utilizing the 
current vendor, is April 25th by 3:00pm

• The last day to complete and submit 
fingerprints once you have received 
approval from GAPS is  April 28th by 
7:00pm

GBI Georgia Applicant Processing Service (GAPS)
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GAPS-Fieldprint Registration site will be available starting April 29th

https://www.fieldprintgeorgia.com

Information, registration instructions and YouTube video link has been 
posted to the home page of the OEMST website

GAPS - Fieldprint
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Naloxone for EMS Agencies 

Kelly Joiner 



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Naloxone for EMS Agencies

• 2023-Q3 EMS Naloxone Request Application
• Q3: July - September 
• Application will open May 17th – 31st
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Ambulance Offload Times

Kelly Joiner
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Patient Offload: is the difference in minutes between the time of the patient 
arrival at destination (eTimes.11) and the time of patient transfer of care 
(eTimes.12).

Biospatial: Transport Dashboard – Scroll down to 4th widget (filter box on left will let you adjust 
data filters)

Notes:
• etimes.11-Patient Arrived at Destination = The date/time the responding unit arrived with the 

patient at the destination or transfer point.
• etimes.12 – Time of Patient Transfer of Care = The date/time that patient care was transferred to 

the destination healthcare staff.
• Etimes.13 - Unit Back in Service Date/Time = The date/time the unit back was back in service and 

available for response (finished with call, but not necessarily back in home location).
• If arrival at destination (etimes.11) or time of patient transfer of care (etimes.12) is missing from the 

record, then APOT can’t be computed, and the record will be counted in the “Not Reported” count

Ambulance Patient Offload Time (APOT) 
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The date/time that patient care was transferred to the destination healthcare 
staff.

NEMSIS.org -> Data Dictionary  

Destination Patient Transfer of Care Date/Time (eTimes.12)
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APOT: Calendar Year 2022
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APOT: Jan – March 2023
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New Data Policies

Dipti Patel
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• OEMS-DM-2023-001:
EMS Data Compliance and
Reporting Policy

• OEMS-VC-2023-002:
EMS ePCR Vendor
Compliance Policy

OEMST Data Policies
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What’s new?
• All medics must be rostered in the agencies ePCR system properly. (Section 5.5)

• All ePCR systems must be configured & secured so that the medic license 
number or level may not be altered by anyone other than the EMS Agency 
System Administrator. (Section 5.6)

EMS Data Compliance and Reporting Policy
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What’s New?
• Beginning with GEMSIS Elite v3.5 data reporting, all ePCR software 

vendors must be approved by Department to be utilized within Georgia’s 
EMS system. 

EMS ePCR Vendor Compliance Policy
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GEMSIS v3.5 Transition

Dipti Patel
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• EMS ePCR Vendor Compliance Policy finalized, communicated and posted
• Currently testing Validation Rules 
• Currently determining training dates for EMS Agency Directors and Data 

Managers. (Will have separate trainings for Medics) 
• GEMSIS Elite users to be switched over first

• ePCR Software Vendor compliance testing will begin once Validation Rules 
and Schematron File is published 

GEMSIS Elite v3.5 Transition 

OUR Promise:
Communicate

Educate
Support
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Upcoming Meetings/Trainings 
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EMSAC Quarterly Meeting – May 16, 2023, at 10:00am 
• (Virtual & In Person, OEMST, 1680 Phoenix Blvd, Atlanta, GA)

EMS Education Consortium – June 8th, 2023, at 10:00 AM
• Virtual and in-person, Bartow Fire Department

EMSMDAC Quarterly Meeting – July 2023

https://dph.georgia.gov/EMS/public-notices-regional-and-statewide-meetings

Upcoming Meetings/Trainings 
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• April 21st – Columbus Technical College- Columbus – Region 07

• May 3rd – MetroAtlanta Ambulance Service – Marietta – Region 03
• NREMT Representatives will be presenting in person and be available for 

Q/A at this Symposium

• June 8th – Bartow Fire/EMS – Region 01

• August 18th – Southern Regional Technical College – Moultrie - Region 08

Regional Instructor Symposiums
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Questions? And Open Discussion 
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• Be Safe

• Watch for emails

Thank you for all that you do!

Have a GREAT Day and an even GREATER Weekend


