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Note

This operational WebEx/call is for EMS agencies and EMS 
educational programs only.

If you are a member of the media or the general public, you are 
asked to disconnect from this WebEx/call immediately.
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Drug Surveillance Unit

• Team of epidemiologists, 
biostatisticians, data abstractors 
and information technologists

• Goals
o Identify and respond to overdose 

trends and clusters
o Produce data reports to inform 

partners addressing the epidemic
o Fulfill data requests and data access

Website: dph.georgia.gov/epidemiology/drug-surveillance-unit
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Current Data Sources and Reports 
• Data Sources

o Syndromic Surveillance 
o EMS Data 
o Hospital Discharge Data
o Death Certificates, Coroner/Medical Examiner, Autopsy, and 

Toxicology Reports
o Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) 

• Data Reports
o Annual Surveillance Reports (Opioid, Stimulant, PDMP, 

County/District-level profiles)
o Quarterly Reports (Morbidity and Mortality Data) 
o Monthly Reports (Syndromic Surveillance, EMS and PDMP)
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Overdose Deaths among Adolescents

Drug Overdose Deaths Among Adolescents Aged 10-19 Years
by Drug Typea, Georgia, 2019 – 2022

% Change
2019-20222022202120202019Drug Type

132%44462719Any Drug

191%32371911Opioid
700%3236144Fentanyl

a Categories are not mutually exclusive
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Fentanyl-Involved Adolescent Overdose Deaths in Georgia
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Circumstances Surrounding Adolescent Overdose Deaths

• 72% of the decedents had a known substance abuse problem
• 13% had experienced a previous overdose
• 19% had been treated for a substance abuse problem
• 10% had recently been released from a treatment facility

Substance Use

• 29% had a known mental health problem
• 16% had a depression diagnosisMental Health

• 62% had a bystander present
• 26% had a witness to the drug use that led to the fatal overdose
• 20% had naloxone administered

Response to 
Fatal Overdose
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Emerging Threat: Xylazine 

• Non-opioid tranquilizer used in veterinary medicine and not 
approved for use in humans

• Increasingly detected in the illicit drug supply (commonly paired 
with fentanyl, sometimes with cocaine or amphetamines)

• Overdose may mimic symptoms of an opioid overdose, 
but naloxone is not effective!

• Repeated injection use associated with severe, necrotic skin 
ulcerations

• 9% of overdose deaths in Georgia involved xylazine in 2022
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Drug Overdose Deaths by Drug Type, Georgia, 
2019 – 2022

% Change
2019-2022

2022202120202019
Drug Type

NNNN

42%2591241718881494Any Drug

5450%222116154Xylazine

All xylazine-involved deaths involved at least one other drug.
In 2022 in Georgia xylazine-involved deaths also involved:

• Fentanyl (100%)
• Cocaine (20%)
• Amphetamines (43%) 
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Overdose Data Source: EMS Trip Reports

• Reports for suspected drug overdose trips and 
naloxone administration by EMS providers

• Data is generally complete within 24 hours of the trip

• Use:
• Monitoring recent trends and detecting clusters

• Corroborate and supplement other timely 
data

• Especially useful for Naloxone and ODs outside 
facilities

• Enhancing death investigations
• Not intended to characterize true burden of 

overdoses

• Monthly reports available at:
https://dph.georgia.gov/drug-overdose-emergency-medical-service-ems-monthly-reports
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The Importance of Documentation

• Allows identification of OD 
trips and lends context to 
OD deaths

• Use appropriate T and F 
codes in the primary and 
secondary impression field

• Include as much detail as 
possible about scene 
evidence (drugs and drug 
paraphernalia present, 
witness reports of drug use, 
etc.)

https://dph.georgia.gov/drug-overdose-emergency-medical-service-ems-monthly-reports
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Overdose Data Hub (not for public use)
https://opioid-statistics-georgiadph.hub.arcgis.com
Updated quarterly (currently through June 2023)
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Thank you
Please email any questions or concerns to:
ga.opioidprogram@dph.ga.gov
laura.edison@dph.ga.gov

https://dph.georgia.gov/epidemiology/drug-surveillance-unit
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Georgia OEMST Update – Operations Update

November 17, 2023
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Workforce Numbers 

Kelly Joiner 
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Number of Licensees as of 11/14/2023
As of 

11/14/2023
As of 

04/01/2023
As of 

01/01/2023Level

446357311EMT-Responder
6,7045,8196,391EMT

4,2484,1264,804EMT-Intermediate

5,5334,9975,221Advanced EMT

242327Cardiac Technician

9,0278,5029,102Paramedic

25,94223,82425,856TOTAL
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EMS Personnel License Renewal



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Georgia Medic Renewal application available until March 31, 2024.  
• Continuing Education (CE) must be entered into Education Report into 

LMS
• Must upload BCLS and ACLS (if applicable) cards inside the renewal 

application
• License renewal fee, $75.00 (Credit Card fee $2.75)

Personnel License Renewal 
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https://dph.georgia.gov/EMS/ems-education/continuing-education

Instructions for Entering CE hours into Education Report
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EMS Instructor License Renewal
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EMS Instructor and Instructor/Coordinator Renewal

Instructors or Instructor/Coordinators with 12/31/2023 expiration date -94

Renewal period is now open until December 31st, 2023

CE and Active Teaching will be accepted from day after license issue date –
12/31/2023

License renewal fee, $25.00 (Credit Card fee $2.75)
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Agency Pay for Medic Renewal (New Process)
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• Voucher codes for Medic renewal is now available in LMS.
• Current voucher amounts: $75.00 and $25.00
• Purchased voucher codes:

o Should be treated like a credit card/cash
o Can be used for partial payment of license fee. 
o Can be applied for a license fee, any balance left on the voucher is not transferable. (The 

voucher code can only be used once). 
o No expiration date
o Non-refundable
o Can be used on any personnel (Medic/Instructor) license application
o Non-transferrable by OEMST

Voucher Codes
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• All Agency pay for Medic/Instructor licensure (Initial and Renewal) will be 
done by voucher codes.

o This will be a phased in process of the new voucher code system starting with Medic 
Renewals.

o No new voucher codes will be issued for initial license applications until Phase 2 of this 
transition.

• LMS can now internally generate and recognize voucher codes for medic 
license payments.

o LMS generated voucher code process will be a phased in approach
o Phase 1 – Medic Renewals
o Phase 2 – Initial Medic/Instructor Licensure
o Phase 3 – Instructor Renewal

Agency Pay for Medic Renewal (Voucher Codes)
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• Application to use for Medic License Renewal voucher codes:
o Order Voucher Codes application

• Voucher Code Process
o Agency submits application to order voucher codes
o Invoice will be emailed to Agency
o Once payment by check is received in the Department
o Voucher codes will be emailed to Agency
o Agency will distribute voucher code to personnel
o Medic will complete Georgia Medic Renewal application

• Payment tab: Select Voucher Code
• Once application submitted, Medic will enter voucher code in payment screen

Agency Pay – Voucher Codes
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Medic will complete Georgia Medic Renewal application
• Payment tab: Select Voucher Code
• Once application submitted, Medic will enter voucher code in payment screen

Georgia Medic Renewal application
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Georgia Medic Renewal application

• Once application submitted, Medic will enter voucher code in payment screen
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Once the voucher code payment process is working appropriately for Medic 
Renewals, we will begin Phase 2 for voucher codes for Initial 
Medic/Instructor license applications.

The Department will make contact with any Agency that has been previously 
given voucher codes to transition those voucher codes to the new process.

Agency – Indicate Medics for Renewal Payments application is no longer 
available, must utilize Order Voucher Codes application.

Agency Pay – Voucher Codes
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Other Updates/Information
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Naloxone for EMS Agencies

• 2024-Q1 EMS Naloxone Distribution
o Request Application will open on November 20th

o Application will close on December 8th
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• Beginning January 1, 2024, there will no longer be EMS agency license fees.

• The vehicle re-inspection fee will continue. 
o 1st re-inspection due to failed inspection - $150.00
o Any 2nd or subsequent re-inspections due to failed inspections - $250.00

• Any license fees due in 2023 will still need to be paid.

• EMS Agency license renewal application will still be required.
o Agencies will no longer receive annual (Anniversary) payment notifications beginning 2024

EMS Agency License Fees
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EMS Agencies are required to keep the EMS agency license information 
current in LMS:

• Vehicle Insurance
• Medical Director(s)
• Pharmacy(s)
• Personnel
• Vehicles
• Locations
• Key Personnel

Reminder: EMS Agency License Information
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Georgia’s v3.5 Transition

Dipti Patel
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• Currently transitioning all licensed EMS Agencies. 

• Total of 310 EMS Agencies transitioned to v3.5 data collection. 
o Thank you for working hard and transition on time! 

• 61 EMS Agencies are still left to be transitioned. FINAL DEADLINE is 
November 30th.

o EMS Agencies will need to continue to work with their ePCR vendor to complete 
the transition. 

GEMSIS Elite v3.5 Transition - Update 
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• Data Managers and/or EMS Agency Administrators for ALL licensed EMS Agencies are 
required to login to GEMSIS Elite on daily and/or weekly basis to review the data 
submitted to the State as listed in your Agency’s Data Management Policy. 

• 5.8.8 Must describe the Agency Data Manager’s responsibilities for: 
o 5.8.8.1 Monitoring ePCR validity scores. Any ePCR with a validity score less than 95 must be 

corrected and resubmitted to GEMSIS Elite. 
o 5.8.8.2 Monitoring the thoroughness of narratives. 
o 5.8.8.3 Validating call volume in GEMSIS Elite matches call volume in the agency’s dispatch 

log. 
o 5.8.8.4 Monitoring failed imports. Any failed imports must be corrected and re-submitted to 

GEMSIS Elite within 72 hours.

• ePCR data must be submitted to GEMSIS Elite within 24 hours of call completion, based 
on eTimes.13.

Data Maintenance in GEMSIS Elite 
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Navigation: Incidents tab > View Existing > EMS 

EMS Incident List 
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• If you are a new Data Manager and/or EMS Agency Administrator for an 
agency and do not have access to GEMSIS Elite. Please contact us!

• We can provide you with resources that will assist with your data 
maintenance and abide by the Data Management Policy.

• Please contact us with any questions!
• Dipti Patel – dipti.patel@dph.ga.gov
• Tina Wright – tina.wright@dph.ga.gov

We are Here to Help! 
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EMS Workforce Dashboard

Kelly Joiner
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EMS Workforce Dashboard

https://dph.georgia.gov/EMS
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To update EMS Agency Demographic information:
• Agency email
• Phone
• Website
• Address of Base Location

Utilize Update Agency Demographics application

EMS Agency Demographic Information
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Education Updates

Richard Rhodes 
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Reminder
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• All candidates MUST successfully complete the cognitive and 
psychomotor exams by June 30, 2024 or they will have to take the 
certification exam

• We will work with all programs to conduct psychomotor exams as needed 
in the months leading up to the change 

Bottom Line
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TRAIN Georgia Classes

Total Hours AvailableTopic Areas
10.25General

5.25Trauma

0.5Medical

1.5Operations

15.25Cardiac/Stroke

8.5Pediatric

2.25Airway

1.0Instructor

3.75Approved for PLS (TVP, ECMO)
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Pediatric Transport
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Upcoming Meetings/Trainings 
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• EMSAC Quarterly Meeting – November 21st, at 10:00am 
• Virtual & In Person, OEMST, 1680 Phoenix Blvd, Atlanta, GA

• EMS Education Consortium – December 1st, 2023, at 10:00 AM
• In Person, Northeast Georgia Health Systems, Gainesville, GA

• EMSMDAC Quarterly Meeting – January 2nd, at 11:00am
• Virtual & In Person, OEMST, 1680 Phoenix Blvd, Atlanta, GA

https://dph.georgia.gov/EMS/public-notices-regional-and-statewide-meetings

Upcoming Meetings
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Questions? And Open Discussion 
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• Be Safe

Thank you for all that you do!


