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Note

This operational WebEx/call is for EMS agencies and EMS 
educational programs only.

If you are a member of the media or the general public, you are 
asked to disconnect from this WebEx/call immediately.
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Georgia OEMST Update – Epidemiology and Operations
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Epidemiology Update 

Cherie L. Drenzek DVM, MS / State Epidemiologist
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Total COVID-19 Cases

-80% decline since mid-August

• However, a trio of new Omicron 
subvariants are rising steadily (even 
tripling) in the last few weeks: BA.4.6 
(17%), and BF.7 (4.4%), and BA.2.75 
(1.4%).
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COVID-19 Hospitalizations

-89% since Omicron peak

-38% in 
last month
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COVID-19 Deaths
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Summary: Pandemic is Not Over

• Still no complacency: SARS-CoV-2 is still with us, has proven very adept 
at changing, and still kills nearly 400 Americans per day (60% among 
those >70 years old). 

• Other concerns: waning immunity (>4 months), too few adults (and 
>12) getting bivalent boosters, too few kids getting vaccinated, and 
long COVID.

• Vaccination, bivalent boosters, antivirals, testing, and traditional 
mitigation are critical WHEN we face new variants that emerge and 
result in surges over the next several years.
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Monkeypox Outbreak: Epidemiology

• Globally, since May, there have been >70K monkeypox cases with 27K in 
the US alone

• Georgia has 1857 cases in 64 counties, but 85% of cases are in the 
metro Atlanta area.

• Good news: Case rates have been consistently slowing over the last few 
weeks nationally and in Georgia.

• Effect of targeted vaccination efforts based on population at risk, 
education and behavioral changes.
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Monkeypox Epi Curve, Georgia
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Severe Monkeypox Infections
• Although rare, severe manifestations of monkeypox can occur
• Limited data; few patients in US so far but increasing
• HIV+, severely immune compromised
• Atypical rash with coalescing or necrotic lesions
• Hallmark of very rapid deterioration
• Multiple organ system involvement (pulmonary, neuro, cardiac, ocular)
• Treatment: IV TPOXX, Vaccinia IGIV (limited data)
• Several fatal cases
• Underscores recommendation to test MPX patients for HIV, ensure ART, 

and to prioritize MPX vaccination HIV infected
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2022/han00475.asp
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Closing Comments

1. Infectious diseases are ever-changing and unpredictable! 

2. Surveillance and epidemiologic investigation are the 
cornerstones of prevention and control recommendations, 
including medical countermeasures for pre-and/or post-
exposure prophylaxis.

Example: Ebola Sudan Outbreak in Uganda

“Identify, Isolate, Inform”

1-866-PUB-HLTH
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• Epidemiology

Questions for Dr. Drenzek
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Travel Questions
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https://dph.georgia.gov/TravelClinicalAssistant
The Travel Clinical Assistant provides post-travel clinical information on travel-related diseases for 231 countries. 

• Diseases with recent outbreaks occurring in the last 2 years are listed first. For recent outbreaks, information on clinical 
symptoms, transmission modes, infection control, and reporting to the Georgia Department of Public Health are provided. 

• The second table lists additional endemic and/or travel-related diseases that may be acquired by travelers to a country. Disease
links are provided for additional information on symptoms, transmission, testing, and/or treatment.

Travel Clinical Assistant
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Travel Clinical Assistant
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Georgia OEMST Update 

Michael Johnson/Kelly Joiner/Richard Rhodes
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OEMST Position Updates

Michael Johnson
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R3 Assistant Regional Director
• Stanley McDaniel

• stanley.mcdaniel@dph.ga.gov

Regional Training Coordinator – R6
• Applicant selected, start date October 

17th 

Cardiac Care Director
• Application closed, interview process

Licensing/Compliance Specialist
• Application closed, interview process

EMS Data Manager
• Cassie Longhart’s last day 9/30
• Position in HR process to be posted

OEMST Position Updates
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NHTSA EMS Reassessment

Michael Johnson
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11 Categories
• Regulation and Policy
• Resource Management
• HR and Education
• Transportation
• Facilities
• Communications
• Systems of Care
• Public Information
• Medical Direction
• Preparedness
• Evaluation

NHTSA EMS Reassessment



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Workforce Numbers 

Kelly Joiner 
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Number of Licensees as of 10/14/2022
Level

As of 
01/01/22

As of 
04/01/2022

As of 
10/14/2022

∆ YTD ∆ since 
4/01

EMT-Responder 99 203 287 +188 +84

EMT 5,805 5,431 6,223 +418 +792

EMT-Intermediate 4,881 4,805 4,811 -70 +6

Advanced EMT 4,931 4,716 5,072 +141 +356

Cardiac Technician 28 27 27 -1 NC

Paramedic 8,770 8,562 8,989 +219 +427

TOTAL 24,514 23,744 25,409 +895 +1,665
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Naloxone for EMS Agencies 

Kelly Joiner 
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Naloxone for EMS Agencies

• Will be available to licensed EMS agencies.
• Working with DPH Pharmacy to order and receive Naloxone supplies.
• EMS Naloxone Request Application will be active prior to the beginning of 

each quarter for 2 weeks.
• Application will be available to the Authorized Agent
• Will send out communication before the application becomes active

• Naloxone supplies are to supplement current EMS agency inventory and 
will be allocated based on supply on hand.

• EMS agencies must have a Medication/Pharmacy Formulary and Protocols 
that include Narcan. Both must be dated, approved, and signed by 
Medical Director on file for license.
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EMS Personnel License Renewal

Kelly Joiner



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Georgia Medic Renewal application now available, October 1st – March 31st

• Continuing Education (CE) must be entered into Education Report into LMS
• Must upload BCLS and ACLS (if applicable) cards
• $75.00
• $2.75 credit card charge

Agency-Indicate Medics for Renewal Payments application now open 
• Application will close on February 15th

• Georgia Medic Renewal – Agency Paid application

Medic License Renewal for 3/31/2023
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EMS Instructor and Instructor/Coordinator Renewal application
• Instructor Renewal period: 

1/1/2020 – 12/31/2022
• CE/Active Teaching requirements restart as soon as your renewal is issued
• Application fee of $25
• Late renewal period is 6 months after the license renewal date

• Late fee will apply

Instructor License Renewal
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EMS Education Consortium 

Richard Rhodes 
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EMS Education Consortium

The Consortium is reviewing a slate of projects right now and will be 
meeting again Nov 18th at Athens Technical College and Virtual 

Two interesting things came out of our first meeting
• Columbus Tech marketed directly to Stewart County
• Trish Hotz/Albany Tech/OEMS are holding a remediation class for Paramedics 

– 26 are participating
• Several other agencies have expressed an interest in doing something similar 
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Upcoming Meetings/Trainings 

Richard Rhodes
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EMSAC Quarterly Meeting – November 15th, 2022, at 10:00am 
(In person & Virtual)

EMSMDAC Quarterly Meeting – January 10, 2022 @ 10:00am (Virtual)

https://dph.georgia.gov/EMS/public-notices-regional-and-statewide-
meetings

Note: OEMST Monthly Epi and Ops Update: 2nd Friday of each month

Upcoming Meetings/Trainings 
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• Region 10 – November 18th, Athens Technical College
• Consortium meeting this day/location at 10AM-12PM

• Region 1 – December 1st, Cherokee County Fire

• Region 9 is slated for January – Date TBD

Regional Instructor Symposiums
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Questions? And Open Discussion 
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• Be Safe

• Be prepared

• Watch for emails

Thanks for all that you do


