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Note

This operational WebEx/call is for EMS agencies and EMS 
educational programs only.

If you are a member of the media or the general public, you are 
asked to disconnect from this WebEx/call immediately.
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Georgia OEMST Update – Epidemiology and Operations

Kelly Joiner/Richard Rhodes/Cassie Longhart
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COVID-19 Epidemiology Update 

Dr. Cherie Drenzek



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Epidemiology Report – Dr. Cherie Drenzek – graphs as of 8/10/2022
https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-19-daily-status-report
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PCR Cases Over Time (By date of report)
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Confirmed Deaths by Date of Report
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Vaccination Rates (as of 8/10/2022)
At least 1 dose = 65%; Fully Vaccinated = 57%

View the most up-to-date data here:
• https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3d8eea39f5c1443db1743a4cb8948a9c
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Monkeypox

Dr. Cherie Drenzek
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https://dph.georgia.gov/monkeypox-ems
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• Epidemiology

Questions for Dr. Drenzek
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OEMST Position Updates

Kelly Joiner
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Regional Training Coordinator – R6
• Ryan Hollingsworth is the Region 6 RTC 

interim Training Coordinator 
• Position is in the HR process 

R3 Safety and Compliance
• Start date August 16th

R3 Assistant Regional Director
• In HR hiring process 

State Office of EMS Director
• Michael Johnson
• Michael.johnson@dph.ga.gov

Cardiac Care Director
• Position will be posted in the coming 

weeks

OEMST Position Updates
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Grant Opportunity

Kelly Joiner
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SS4A Grant Program
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/SS4A
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NHTSA EMS Reassessment

Kelly Joiner
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NHTSA EMS Assessment

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
believes that effective emergency medical services (EMS) 
programs should provide comprehensive, inclusive, and 
appropriate emergency health care for patients of all ages, 
adult and pediatric. 

The Reassessment process allows a State to assess and 
evaluate current EMS system effectiveness in relation to the 
original EMS assessment, subsequent EMS program 
modifications, and integration of new technology or 
nationally accepted standards.
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Last assessment completed in 1995
• Georgia was one of the first states to complete this assessment
• OEMST requested the assessment in 2019, delayed due to COVID

Assessment will include EMS and Systems of Care

August 30th – September 1st, 2022

NHTSA EMS Assessment
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GEMSIS v2.0 PCRs transition to Vault 

Kelly Joiner 
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GEMSIS v2.0
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• Vault is an archiving solution for protecting historical GEMSIS v2 Patient 
Care Reports prior to April 2018.

• Vault provides an added layer of security and management control for the 
EMS Agency. 

• All GEMSIS v2 data is in biospatial and GEMSIS Elite Report Writer
• This does not affect Hospital Hub

• To request access, please contact Dipti Patel Dipti.patel@dph.ga.gov

What is Vault?
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Workforce Numbers 

Kelly Joiner 



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Number of Licensees as of 8/11/2022
Level

As of 
01/01/22

As of 
04/01/2022

As of 
08/11/2022

∆ YTD ∆ since 
4/01

EMT-Responder 99 203 258 +159 +55

EMT 5,805 5,431 5,945 +140 +514

EMT-Intermediate 4,881 4,805 4,811 -70 +6

Advanced EMT 4,931 4,716 4,963 +32 +247

Cardiac Technician 28 27 27 -1 NC

Paramedic 8,770 8,562 8,868 +98 +306

TOTAL 24,514 23,744 24,873 +359 +1,129
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EMS Personnel License Renewal

Richard Rhodes 
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Instructor Renewals
• Instructor Renewal period: 

1/1/2020 – 12/31/2022

• CE/Active Teaching requirements restart 
as soon as your renewal is issued

• Application fee of $25

• Late renewal period is 6 months after the 
license renewal date

• Late fee will apply

Late Medic Renewal Period
• Late Medic Renewal Period:

4/1/2022 – 9/30/2022

• “Late Georgia Medic Renewal” Application

• After September 30th, an Initial 
EMT/AEMT/Paramedic License application 
will need to be completed to regain 
licensure 

Personnel License Renewals
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If an Instructor does not meet the Active Teaching requirement for their level 
they have two options:
• Obtain the required time between now and renewal, or late renewal time
• Downgrade the license to the level they qualify for

If an instructor chooses to downgrade:
• Submit renewal with active practice
• OEMS will evaluate and trigger another form
• The applicant will complete the form to state which level they wish to 

downgrade to

Instructor Renewal
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EMS Education Consortium

Richard Rhodes 
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The first meeting of the consortium is being held today at Central Georgia 
Technical College at 12:30 – 2:00

Also being held virtually – link in chat 

First Meeting
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• TCSG IFCC committee and curriculum specialist – Reviewing TCSG 
curriculum and best practices

• Student Survey of NREMT barriers

Things we are working on
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Vehicle Re-inspection Fees 

Kelly Joiner
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(a) EMS Agencies or those applying to be an EMS Agency whose Ground Ambulance(s), Air 
Ambulance(s) or Neonatal Transport Vehicle(s) is/are unable to fully pass the Department-
specified inspection and is/are unable to become compliant before the assigned 
Department personnel depart(s) the inspection site, shall have the inspection(s) recorded as 
(a) failed inspection(s) and shall be subject to a re-inspection fee for each re-inspection of 
that/those ambulance(s)/vehicle(s). A subsequent inspection for that/those Ground 
Ambulance(s), Air Ambulance(s), or Neonatal Transport Vehicle(s) will not be performed 
until the re-inspection fee is received by the Department. Re-inspection fees will be as 
follows:

1. For the first re-inspection of a Ground Ambulance, Air Ambulance, or Neonatal Transport Vehicle, 
the re-inspection fee will be equal to ten percent (10%) of the Department-specified annual Ground 
Ambulance/Air Ambulance/Neonatal Transport Vehicle license fee.

2. For the second and subsequent re-inspection(s) of a Ground Ambulance, Air Ambulance, or 
Neonatal Transport Vehicle, the re-inspection fee will be equal to twenty-five percent (25%) of the 
Department-specified annual Ground Ambulance/Air Ambulance/Neonatal Transport Vehicle license fee.

Rule 511-9-2-.11. Inspections of EMS Agencies
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Vehicle Re-inspection Fees will begin September 1, 2022.

If a vehicle fails Inspection:

1st vehicle re-inspection fee will be 10% of the vehicle license fee: $140.00

2nd and subsequent re-inspection fee will be 25% of vehicle license fee: $350.00

Vehicle Re-Inspection Fees
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Naloxone for EMS Agencies 

Kelly Joiner 
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Naloxone for EMS Agencies
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A survey will be sent to all licensed EMS Agency, Authorized Agents:
• To identify the concentration and administration method needed for your 

agency

Licensed EMS Agencies will order on a quarterly basis via an application in 
LMS.

Narcan will be shipped to the EMS agency from the warehouse.

Naloxone for EMS Agencies
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Armband Pilot Project 

Cassie Longhart
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Link Crash Records, EMS Records, and Hospital Records from initial patient 
contact to discharge. 

Phases 1-3 of the pilot test are expected to take about 2 years to complete 
and will include Law Enforcement Agencies, EMS, and Hospital partners. 

During the pilot testing, data will be collected from Trauma Patients involved 
in crash-related incidents. Each phase of the pilot will allow us to learn what 
works well and where opportunities for improvement are. 

The OEMST Armband project is funded through the Governor's Office of Highway Safety.

Armband Pilot Project
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Expected to take about 6 months and include the following:

3 EMS Agencies

6 Law Enforcement Agencies

1-2 Hospitals

Phase 1
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Upcoming Meetings/Trainings 

Richard Rhodes



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

EMSAC Quarterly Meeting – August 16th, 2022 at 10:00am (1600 Phoenix 
BLVD and virtual option)

EMSMDAC Quarterly Meeting – October 11th, 2022 @ 10:00 (Virtual)

https://dph.georgia.gov/EMS/public-notices-regional-and-statewide-
meetings

Note: OEMST Monthly Epi and Ops Update: 2nd Friday of each month

Upcoming Meetings/Trainings 
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Region 3 – August 17th, Atlanta Fire Department

Region 8 – August 19th, Albany Technical College

Region 5 – September 16th, Central Georgia Technical College

Region 10 – November 18th, Athens Technical College

Region 1 – December 1st, Cherokee County Fire

Regional Instructor Symposiums



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Questions? And Open Discussion 
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• Be Safe

• Be prepared

• Watch for emails

Thanks for all that you do


