
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Please 

TYPE QUESTIONS IN THE 
CHAT BOX

MUTE YOUR LINES



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Note

This operational WebEx/call is for EMS agencies and EMS 
educational programs only.

If you are a member of the media or the general public, you are 
asked to disconnect from this WebEx/call immediately.



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Georgia OEMST Update – Epidemiology and Operations

December 9, 2022



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

GA Epidemiology Update

OEMST Epi and Operational Update/ December 9, 2022

Dr. Amanda Feldpausch
One Health Medical Epidemiologist
Deputy State Public Health Veterinarian



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Topics

- Ebola Sudan Virus
- Mpox
- Influenza
- COVID-19
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About Ebola

• Ebola is a rare and deadly disease caused by infection by a group of 
viruses within the genus Ebolavirus.

• Ebola viruses are found in several African countries. 

• Four Ebola virus species –Zaire virus, Sudan virus, Taï Forest virus, and 
Bundibugyo virus–can cause disease in humans.

• The Sudan virus is the strain causing the current outbreak. 
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Current Outbreak
• September 2022, Uganda:

• On September 20, 2022, the Ugandan Ministry 
of Health confirmed an outbreak of Ebola virus 
disease (EVD) (Sudan virus) in Mubende
District, in western Uganda. 

• This announcement came after a patient with a 
suspected viral hemorrhagic fever (VHF) was 
identified and isolated at Mubende Regional 
Referral Hospital.

• Outbreaks have been reported in 9 districts  
• In the absence of licensed vaccines and 

therapeutics for prevention and treatment of 
Sudan virus disease, the risk of potential serious 
public health impact is high.
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Current Outbreak Continued

Total Cases in Uganda = 164
• 142 Confirmed
• 22 Probable
Total Deaths in Uganda= 77
• 55 Confirmed
• 22 Probable

Case Fatality: 39% (among confirmed cases)
Total Recoveries: 87 (among confirmed cases)
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Response to the Current EVD Outbreak
• As of October 10, 2022: all travelers from Uganda are being 

filtered into five US airports: ATL, JFK, Newark, Dulles, Chicago 
O'Hare

• Airport screening of all travelers at the departure country
• Screening occurs once travelers arrive at five US airports
• Risk assessments conducted by DPH Epidemiologists and 

enrollment into monitoring
• Monitoring of all travelers through the State Electronic 

Notifiable Disease Surveillance System, Ebola Active Monitoring 
System.
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Georgia Monitoring Data

• 110 individuals are currently under monitoring
• 32 were present in the outbreak country but NOT in the designated outbreak 

area
• 78 were present in the designated outbreak area
• 0 reported any high risk exposures
• 14 are <18 years of age

We have had a few travelers who reported minor symptoms, in the last week most of these persons 
experienced mild symptoms of illness in transit or just prior to their travel, but they had resolved upon arrival 
in GA and have remained healthy here - none have needed transport or evaluation for Ebola Sudan virus 
disease at an Infectious Disease Network hospital.



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

EVD Outbreak Response: Ill Travelers

• Travelers are instructed to contact 1-866-PUB-HLTH (866-782-4584)
• Consultation with medical epidemiologist
• If identified that traveler needs medical care the Infectious Disease 

Network (IDN) will be initiated and Transportation Network (IDTN) may be 
used to safely transport, evaluate, and treat a patient.

• Communication is key
• Telemedicine sometimes an option
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Symptoms of EVD

• Fever
• Severe headache
• Fatigue
• Muscle pain
• Vomiting
• Diarrhea
• Abdominal pain 
• Unexplained hemorrhage

Based on current data, a person infected with EVD IS NOT contagious until 
symptoms appear
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Role of Medical Epidemiologist
• Medical epidemiologist will

• Complete a risk assessment to determine if a traveler requires a medical evaluation 
• Identify Facility
• Contact facility to determine availability to accept the individual
• Facilitate proper transportation (personal transportation or IDTN)
• Initiate transport through the IDTN to transfer the patient to facility, if necessary
• Facilitate laboratory testing to confirm the disease 
• Notify the public health district and other relevant partners



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Identify, Isolate and Inform

Identify: 
• Identify patients with an exposure history

• Travel history
• Compatible symptoms

• Isolate
• Isolate the patient rapidly in a private room with a private bathroom

• Inform
• Call 1-866-PUB-HLTH (1-866-782-4584)

• Ask to speak to a medical epidemiologist 
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Mpox
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Influenza (US data)

•Seasonal influenza activity is high and continues to increase across the 
country.
•Of influenza A viruses detected and subtyped this season, 79% have 
been influenza A(H3N2) and 21% have been influenza A(H1N1).
•CDC estimates that, so far this season, there have been at least 8.7 
million illnesses, 78,000 hospitalizations, and 4,500 deaths from flu.
•The cumulative hospitalization rate in the FluSurv-NET system is higher 
than the rate observed in week 47 during every previous season since 
2010-2011. 
•The majority of influenza viruses tested are in the same genetic 
subclade as and antigenically similar to the influenza viruses included in 
this season’s influenza vaccine.
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Influenza – GA data (posted weekly)



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

COVID-19

- New surveillance tools 
like wastewater 
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Helpful links
- Ebola

- CDC 
- General Outbreak https://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/outbreaks/uganda/2022-sep.html
- Risk assessment/monitoring https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/interim-guidance-risk-assessment-

ebola.html
- WHO (SitReps) – https://www.afro.who.int/countries/publications?country=879

- Mpox
- DPH page with link to reports - https://dph.georgia.gov/monkeypox
- CDC page - https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/response/2022/index.html

- Influenza
- DPH page with link to surveillance reports - https://dph.georgia.gov/influenza-surveillance-georgia
- CDC FluView - https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm

- COVID-19
- DPH Status Report - https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-19-status-report
- National Wastewater Surveillance System (NWSS) - https://dph.georgia.gov/epidemiology/acute-

disease-epidemiology/georgia-national-wastewater-surveillance-system-ga-nwss
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• Epidemiology

Questions for Dr. Feldpausch
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Operational Update 

Michael Johnson/Kelly Joiner/Richard Rhodes
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OEMST Position Updates

Michael Johnson
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Regional Training Coordinator – R6
• Heather Reddick

heather.reddick@dph.ga.gov

Cardiac Care Director
• Person selected, starts Jan. 3, 2023

EMS Data Manager
• Application closed, interview process

OEMST Position Updates
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General Updates

Michael Johnson
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• Trauma and Pediatric Transport Guidance
Trauma Level I Closure
Statewide Pediatric Flu and RSV Surge

• American College of Surgeons Trauma System Assessment 
Statewide Focus – Jan. 9 - Cordele
Rural Focus – Jan. 10 – Cordele
Rural Focus – Jan. 11 – Cartersville
Report – Jan. 13 - Virtual

Updates in general
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Workforce Numbers 

Kelly Joiner 
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Number of Licensees as of 12/09/2022
Level

As of 
01/01/22

As of 
04/01/2022

As of 
12/9/2022

∆ YTD ∆ since 
4/01

EMT-Responder 99 203 304 +205 NA

EMT 5,805 5,431 6,345 +537 +914

EMT-Intermediate 4,881 4,805 4,806 -75 +1

Advanced EMT 4,931 4,716 5,180 +249 +464

Cardiac Technician 28 27 27 -1 NC

Paramedic 8,770 8,562 9,072 +302 +510

TOTAL 24,514 23,744 25,734 +1,293 +1,889
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Naloxone for EMS Agencies 

Kelly Joiner 
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Naloxone for EMS Agencies
• First request period has closed.

• Next request application will open in March 2023

• Allocations have been completed and sent to the warehouse for packing 
and shipping.

• Shipments will start going out December 14th

• Naloxone supplies are to supplement current EMS agency inventory and 
will be allocated based on supply on hand and previous Narcan usage.
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EMS Vehicles Equipment and Supplies

Kelly Joiner 
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The Department worked with EMSAC to update the minimum required 
supplies/equipment on EMS vehicles. 
Vehicle Inspection Forms revised.

• Modifications made:
• New format 
• Now includes the operational items we have always inspected
• Items removed
• Items added
• Items changed in quantity

Reminder: These forms and criteria will go in effect January 1, 2023.

Vehicle Equipment and Supplies
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Vehicle Inspection Forms

Current Form Revised Form: 1/1/2023
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These forms can be 
found on the 
Department website 
under Forms and 
Related Documents, 
Vehicle Inspection 
Forms: 

https://dph.georgia.gov/
EMS/ems-forms-and-
related-documents.

Vehicle Inspection Forms



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

CLIA Certificates

Kelly Joiner 
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• All EMS Agencies must have when 
submitting Agency Renewal Application

(Starting April 1st all agencies will have to 
submit verification with Renewal application)

• CLIA Certificate of Waiver/CLIA 
Certificate of Accreditation

• Federal mandate

• Administered by Department of 
Community Health (DCH)

CLIA Certificates Reminder
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CLIA Certificates
Online Search tool: https://qcor.cms.gov/main.jsp
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Post Licensure Skills

Kelly Joiner 
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Revising SOP (PLS) Policy 

Revisions:
Agency approval will be for 2 years.

• Education request and education will still have to be done on an annual 
basis

Adding a Post Licensure Skill
• Initiation of the administration of Blood/Blood Products in prehospital 

environment

Post Licensure Skills
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Post Licensure Skills
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Post-Licensure Skills (PLS) for Paramedics
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NEMSIS v3.5 Transition

Kelly Joiner 
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NEMSIS v3.5 Transition

Working to finalize Georgia’s transition plan dates

NEMSIS has started compliance testing with ePCR software vendors
• Currently 18 ePCR software systems are v3.5 compliant
• https://nemsis.org/technical-resources/version-3/v3-compliant-software-

and-compliance-testing-status/

All states must be fully transitioned to v3.5 before 2024
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ww.nemsis.org
From NEMSIS Home Page > Using EMS Data > V3.5.0 Revision
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Free CE Credit Course by the NEMSIS TAC and 
Prodigy EMS
The NEMSIS TAC partnered with Prodigy EMS to bring you an all-new course 
on ePCR documentation. 
This training provides an overview of NEMSIS and the recent changes 
implemented for the v3.5 standard.
An expert panel will also discuss the important role that the EMS patient 
care report plays, as well as best documentation practices.

https://frontend.prodigyems.com/class/9DF13D48-42C1-4FA8-91EB-
EF1CD03790FA?tab=overview
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Data Management Policy

Kelly Joiner 
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Worked with EMSData Workgroup

Will be finalized in the coming weeks, distributed and placed on website

Working on EPCR Data Compliance and Compatibility Requirements for
ePCR Vendors

Data Management Policy
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EMS Personnel License Renewal

Richard Rhodes 
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EMS Instructor and Instructor/Coordinator Renewal application
• Instructor Renewal period: 

1/1/2020 – 12/31/2022
• CE/Active Teaching requirements restart as soon as your renewal is issued
• Application fee of $25
• Late renewal period is 6 months after the license renewal date

• Late fee will apply

Instructor License Renewal
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If an Instructor does not meet the Active Teaching requirement for their level
they have two options:
• Obtain the required time between now and renewal, or late renewal time
• Downgrade the license to the level they qualify for

If an instructor chooses to downgrade:
• Submit renewal with active practice
• OEMS will evaluate and trigger another form
• The applicant will complete the form to state which level they wish to 

downgrade to

Instructor Renewal
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Georgia Medic Renewal application now available, October 1st – March 31st

• Continuing Education (CE) must be entered into Education Report into LMS
• Must upload BCLS and ACLS (if applicable) cards
• $75.00
• $2.75 credit card charge

Agency-Indicate Medics for Renewal Payments application now open 
• Application will close on February 15th

• Georgia Medic Renewal – Agency Paid application

Medic License Renewal for 3/31/2023
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• Remember that all medics renewing must complete the CAH training 
available on TRAIN Georgia before renewing.

• All provider numbers must be correct in TRAIN in order to receive credit

CAH Training
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CAH Training 

TRAIN Account reminder:

Ensure GA license numbers are correctly formatted when creating TRAIN 
accounts.
Letter must be capitalized.
License must have all zeros

Example- P012345 (one capital letter followed by 6 numbers)
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Education 
Programs

Richard Rhodes 
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Number of Programs (by level) 187 Total EMS Initial Education Programs
• This does not account for satellite programs

• 172 EMR
• 164 EMT
• 121 AEMT
• 37 Paramedic

As noted, the above numbers do not account for satellite programs – so the 
actual number of locations is higher (more on this later)

Information is current as of 11/15/2022

Program Numbers
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Number of Instructors
• 1,380 Total Instructors 
• 576 EMS Instructors 
• 18 I/C EMT
• 326 I/C AEMT
• 344 I/C Paramedic 
• 115 Instructor with Paramedic Endorsement

Information is current as of 11/18/2022

Instructor Numbers
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Eligible Candidates

Ryan Hollingsworth 
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As of 11/16/2022:

3,382 people are eligible to take the NREMT at some level but have not 
passed or taken the cognitive exam initially.

2,530 do not have an EMS state license of any kind

852 Providers are licensed at a lower level than they are eligible to test 

The Numbers Talk
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 EMR: 857 (362)

 EMT:1428 (2390)
 EMT-R and finished EMT: 66 (currently licensed at EMT-R)

 AEMT: 217 (1111)
 EMT to AEMT: 578 (currently licensed as EMT)
 EMT-I to AEMT: 10 (currently licensed as EMT-I)

 PMDC: 28 (657)
 AEMT/EMT-I to PMDC: 86 (currently licensed as AEMT or EMT-I)
 EMT to PMDC: 112 (currently licensed as EMT)

The Numbers Talk
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• Instructor Trish Hotz put together a 48hr Paramedic Refresher course for 
the students that OEMST had identified from our student survey from July.

• The course was held at Albany Technical College Campus over three 
weeks in October. Students from all over the state traveled for the class.

• 24 students attended and 21 completed

• As of 11/16/22, Six (6) students have attempted with Three (3) passing on 
their next attempt.

Paramedic Bootcamp Update
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MetroAtlanta will be hosting a Remediation class in Region 3 in January, and 
we will be sending this out soon.

MetroAtlanta
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• Directors and Training Officers should feel welcome to participate in the 
Consortium

• Items that are in review
• Advanced Placement for non-EMS Healthcare (LPN, RN, MD, DO)
• Re-designation criteria
• Who can teach instructor courses and instructor CE

Consortium Involvement 
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Upcoming Meetings/Trainings 

Richard Rhodes
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EMSAC Quarterly Meeting – February 21, 2022, at 10:00am 
(In person & Virtual)

EMSMDAC Quarterly Meeting – January 10, 2022 @ 10:00am (Virtual)

https://dph.georgia.gov/EMS/public-notices-regional-and-statewide-
meetings

Note: OEMST Monthly Epi and Ops Update: 2nd Friday of each month

Upcoming Meetings/Trainings 
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• January 20th – Coastal Pines Technical College – Jessup
• NREMT will be presenting virtually

• February 13th – Southern Crescent Technical College - Griffin

• March 3rd – Doctors Hospital – Augusta
• The EMS Education Consortium will also be held this day from 10-12

Regional Instructor Symposiums



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Questions? And Open Discussion 
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• From the Office of EMS and Trauma staff we wish you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!

• Be Safe

• Watch for emails

Thank you for all that you do!


