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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Georgia OEMS Update – COVID-19, etc

OEMS / Friday, 10/09/2020

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Agenda

• Reminders

• Epidemiology Report – due to the amount of material we have to cover today, 
questions will be at the end.

• Operational Updates

o BinaxNOW and CLIA

• Educational Updates

• Questions
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Reminders

• As of 10/8/2020:

o 3,668 (-120 in 2 weeks) Medics without email addresses!

• Renewal season is here!

• Agencies are being sent lists of all their medics who are on their roster but 
don’t have email addresses.

• Agencies MUST have current rosters.

• There is NO excuse for having out-of-date rosters and NO excuse for saying “I 
didn’t know that medic had expired”

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Renewals Completed so far – 72 down, 15,925 to go!

Date Count
10/1/2020 21
10/2/2020 11
10/3/2020 1
10/4/2020 5
10/5/2020 9
10/6/2020 11
10/7/2020 9
10/8/2020 5
TOTAL 72
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Agencies who pay for renewals

• Application = Agency - Indicate Medics for Renewal Payments

o Must be Authorized Agent or EMS Agency Admin

• Open now till 2/15/2021 – this deadline is FIRM

o All moneys MUST be received by COB on March 1, 2021 – this deadline is 
FIRM!
❑ This leaves the medic 30 day to renew their license.

• Medics will NOT see the “Georgia Medic Renewal – Agency Paid” application 
until AFTER the EMS Agency has paid for their application fees

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Epidemiology Report – Dr. Cherie Drenzek – graphs as of 10/8/2020
https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-19-daily-status-report
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Cases Over Time (By date of onset)

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Reported cases per 
100,000 people last 14 
days - as of 10/08/2020
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Calculated COVID-19 Syndrome – 3/10/2020 – 10/08/2020, 
AL, FL, GA

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

2020 Word of the year = Adaptability

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

CLIA and BinaxNOW
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

CLIA

• Congress passed the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments (CLIA) in 
1988, and under CLIA, a laboratory is defined as a facility that performs 
applicable testing on materials derived from the human body for the purpose 
of providing information for the diagnosis, prevention, or treatment of any 
disease or impairment of, or assessment of the health of, human beings.

• Short info – if you do ANY testing of materials from human body (including 
glucose testing), you MUST have a CLIA Certificate of Waiver. (this is NOT a 
NEW requirement)

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Rule 511-9-2-.18. Standards of Conduct for Licensees

• (31) A licensee shall not violate any statue or regulation, state or federal, which 
pertains to emergency medical services.
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

OEMS Website – ems.ga.gov 

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
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Select Certificate of Waiver

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Type of Laboratory = Ambulance 
or Other (“Medical First Responder 
vehicle”)

Multiples Site = YES

#1 = Yes (mobile)

#2 = Yes, if governmental agency

Must list ALL VINs for each vehicle 
on which a test will be performed. 
Attach as a document.
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Be DESCRIPTIVE on which 
Glucose test(s) you use

Include “Abbott BinaxNOW 
Rapid Antigen Test for 
COVID-19”

• Even if you don’t think you 
are going to need it now

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

DCH HFR:
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY HEALTH
Healthcare Facility Regulation
Division Diagnostic Services Unit
2 Peachtree Street, N.W., Suite 31-447
Atlanta, GA 30303-3142
(404) 657-5700
FAX: (404) 463-4398
Email: hfrd.diagnostic@dch.ga.gov
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BinaxNOW™ COVID-19 Ag Card

• https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/support/p
roduct-installation-training/navica-brand/navica-
binaxnow-ag-training.html

• Training Webinars (Abbott)

o Multiple in October

• Data Reporting Training (DPH)

o Thursday, October 15th from 4-4:30pm

• Georgia Train-the-Trainer (Abbott):

o Friday, October 16th from 9-10am

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Allocations and Purchasing

• HHS spent $750 Million on 150 Million cards ($5/card)

• Georgia receiving~3.2 Million BinaxNOW Cards by end of 2020

o DPH is doing allocations

• Cards will be available for purchase by private entities in early 2021
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Allocations for EMS

• For EMS staff and medics

• NOT for patients or the general public

• Based on qualifications (CLIA, MD support) and based on number of rostered 
personnel (in LMS)

o Keep your roster up-to-date!!

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Product Insert

• Testing of Symptomatic 
persons within 7 days of 
symptom onset

• Positive tests are 
considered presumptive

• Negative tests in 
symptomatic persons 
should be followed up 
by PCR testing

• ALL results must be 
reported
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Request Allocation on LMS

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

CLIA Certificate

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

POCs
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Attestation

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Signature
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Medical Director gets an email

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Medical Director Reviews App and then clicks Start
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Attestation
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Next Steps

• OEMS will review your submitted information and accept or not accept.

• If accepted, DPH EP staff will contact you about allocations and where to ship 
the kits.

• Future allocations will be based on need, compliance with reporting, and 
available supply.

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

CMS Testing Requirements
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

CMS Testing Requirements

• Per HFRD, CMS clarified on a recent conference call that EMS personnel would 
not fall under the “routine” testing requirements of QSO 20-38-NH. EMS 
personnel should not be delayed access on the basis of testing. However, 
non-emergency transport, in most cases, will trigger the requirement as they 
are in the building on a more regular, scheduled basis. 

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Schematron Updates
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Schematron File has been corrected

• Being sent to NEMSIS TAC today

• Email will be sent on Tuesday to all EMS Data Managers

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

EMS Initial Education Programs
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

EMS Initial Education Program – Add Personnel
Click on Applications

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Removing Is Easier
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Future OEMS Updates – Switching to Monthly in 
November 2020

• Next Meeting = Friday, 10/23/2020 @ 11am

• Subsequent meetings will be monthly unless more frequent meetings are 
needed…time for a poll!
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Questions? And Open Discussion

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Thanks for all that you do!

• Be safe

• Be prepared

• Watch your emails
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