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Georgia OEMS Update – COVID-19, etc

OEMS / Friday, 10/23/2020

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Agenda

• Epidemiology Report

• Operational Updates

• Educational Updates

• Questions
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Epidemiology Report

Dr. Drenzek

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Epidemiology Report – Dr. Cherie Drenzek – graphs as of 10/22/2020
https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-19-daily-status-report
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Cases Over Time (By date of onset)

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Reported cases per 
100,000 people last 14 
days - as of 10/22/2020
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Epidemiology Questions for Dr. Drenzek?

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Calculated COVID-19 Syndrome – 3/10/2020 – 10/22/2020, 
AL, FL, GA
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GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

EMS Operational Updates
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Reminders

• As of 10/22/2020:

o 3,573 (-95 in last 2 weeks) Medics without email addresses!

• Renewal season is here!

• Agencies MUST have current rosters.

• There is NO excuse for having out-of-date rosters and NO excuse for saying “I 
didn’t know that medic had expired”

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Agencies with medics without email addresses

• Contact your Regional EMS Director to get a list of these medics
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Renewals
https://dph.georgia.gov/EMS/ems-licensure/renewal

• Must have
training
documented 
before renewal 
process will go 
to Form 2

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
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Renewals Completed so far – 118 down, 15,873 to go!

Date Count
10/1/2020 21
10/2/2020 11
10/3/2020 1
10/4/2020 5
10/5/2020 9
10/6/2020 11
10/7/2020 9
10/8/2020 5

Date Count
10/9/2020 6
10/10/2020 0
10/11/2020 4
10/12/2020 6
10/13/2020 3
10/14/2020 6
10/15/2020 4
10/16/2020 2

Date Count
10/17/2020 3
10/18/2020 1
10/19/2020 4
10/20/2020 0
10/21/2020 5
10/22/2020 2

TOTAL 118

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Agencies who pay for renewals
https://dph.georgia.gov/EMS/ems-licensure/group-payments-medic-renewals

• Application = Agency - Indicate Medics for Renewal Payments

o Must be Authorized Agent or EMS Agency Admin

• Open now till 2/15/2021 – this deadline is FIRM

o All moneys MUST be received by COB on March 1, 2021 – this deadline is 
FIRM!
❑ This leaves the medic 30 day to renew their license.

• Medics will NOT see the “Georgia Medic Renewal – Agency Paid” application 
until AFTER the EMS Agency has paid for their application fees
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CLIA

• https://dph.georgia.gov/EMS/ems-licensure-verification-agency-personnel-
instructor/ems-agency-licensure/clia

• All EMS Agencies are required to have a CLIA Certificate of Waiver

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

BinaxNOW

• https://dph.georgia.gov/EMS/binaxnow-ems

• Data portal for reporting results is up and running

• Request an allocation through LMS

o 4 EMS agencies so far
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CMS Testing Requirements

• https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-
38-nh.pdf

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
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https://www.cms.gov/files/document/q
so-20-39-nh.pdf

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
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EMSAC and EMSMDAC

• New appointments for both

• EMSMDAC:

o Quarterly meeting this past Tuesday

o Next collaboration session Tue, 11/10/2020 @ 2pm

• EMSAC:

o Next quarterly meeting Tue, 11/17/2020 @ 10am

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Instructor Updates
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Instructor Rules

• Formally adopted by DPH Commissioner

• Effective 11/18/2020

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Timeline for transition period – these dates are FIRM

• Current Initial Level I/II/III instructor apps available till 10/31/2020 @ 11:59pm 
Eastern

• ALL open Level I/II/III instructor apps must be submitted by 11/9/2020 @ 9am

o Official transcripts for Level III Instructor apps must be received BEFORE 
close of business on Thursday, 11/12/2020

o All additional requirements for instructor apps MUST be received by COB 
on Thursday, 11/12/2020
❑ NR Assessment exam, BLS/ACLS, etc.

• New Instructor apps available the week of 11/16/2020

• No new licenses will be issued until the earliest 11/18/2020

27

28



10/23/2020

14

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

LMS for Initial Education

• NREMT Site Codes Updates

• Add Instructional Personnel

• Next Steps

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Next Meetings

• Epidemiology and Operational Updates

o Friday, 11/6/2020 @ 11am

o Friday, 12/4/2020 @ 11am

• Instructor Updates

o All EMS Initial Education Program Directors should attend

o Recommended that all Instructor/Coordinators attend as well

o Friday, 11/20/2020 @ 11am (~1 hour)

o Friday, 12/11/2020 @ 11am (~1 hour) 
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