
DPH Rules and Regulations 
The Georgia Department of Public 
Health regulates temporary portable 
sanitation units and persons engaged 
in the business of furnishing, renting, 
or servicing these units, including port-
able hand washing facilities, under 
Rules of the Department of Public 
Health Chapter 511-3-6. 

All portable sanitation units must be 
furnished and maintained by a certified 
contractor or company.  It is the re-
sponsibility of the event organizer or 
the construction site owner to ensure a 
sufficient number of portable sanitation 
units are available on-site to prevent a 
prohibited discharge of sewage or 
cause a public health nuisance.  Event 
organizers and property owners are 
also responsible for ensuring all porta-
ble sanitation units are serviced at 
least once every seven days, or more 
frequently if usage requires. 

 

 

Portable Sanitation Units for Special Events Planning 

Minimum Number of Portable Sanitation Units at Construction Sites 

*The number of portable sanitation units required shall be determined by the maximum number of workers present on 
a regular 8 hour shift.  Shifts lasting longer than 8 hours (40 hour work week) should double the number of portable 
sanitation units. 

* If alcoholic beverages are to be served, add 25% to the base number. 



Planning 
Proper portable sanitation planning is essential 
to the coordination of a safe and successful spe-
cial event.  Considerations during the planning 
process should include: 

Type of event – Events that last throughout the 
day and into the evening will require more units 
than events that last for only a couple of hours.  
Also, if food will be served at an event, hand-
washing stations should be considered in order 
to reduce the risk of disease transmission 
through hand to mouth contact.  Portable sanita-
tion units should be located as far away from 
food service vendors as practical.  

Number of attendees and duration of the 
event – An event for a large mass gathering of 
people will require more portable units than a 
small group of people.  *See the included table 
for estimating the number of portable units re-
quired for an event or construction site.  

Food and beverage type and location – If al-
coholic beverages are being served, the number 
of portable toilets should be increased by 25%.  

Outside temperature – On hot days, visitors 
will consume more drinks and make more trips 
to the lavatories.  More units should be consid-
ered for such cases. 

Event layout and topography – Portable toilets 
should be placed on flat surfaces in a strategic 
position that allows easy access by the public 
and large trucks that service the units.         

 

Current listings for certified portable sanitation 
contractors and companies can be found at 
www.dph.georgia.gov  
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Background 
Large gatherings of people in relatively 
small areas for extended periods of time 
may elevate the risk of disease outbreak.  
In many of these situations, there are not 
enough restroom facilities at the site to ac-
commodate a mass gathering.  Proper 
measures must be employed to ensure 
enough sanitary facilities are present to 
meet the needs of the public, and to en-
sure the safe and timely disposal of sani-
tary wastes.  Portable sanitation units can 
provide for this need.  If portable sanitation 
units become overcrowded and neglected, 
especially at events involving food con-
sumption, the risk of a disease outbreak is 
only increased.  It is, therefore, imperative 
to take the time to develop a plan for the 
safe and effective placement, storage and 
disposal of sanitary wastes at special 
events in such a way as to reduce the risk 
of disease outbreak and protect public 
health. 

For additional information, please contact your 
local county health department, or visit our 
web page: www.dph.georgia.gov 
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