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Agenda

• Call to order Cynthia Mercer, M.D., Board Chair 
• Roll Call Judy Greenlea Taylor, D.D.S., Board Secretary
• Approval/Adoption of Minutes Judy Greenlea Taylor,  D.D.S., Board Secretary
• Commissioner’s Update Kathleen E. Toomey, M.D., M.P.H., Commissioner
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Bond Resolution 

Board of Public Health / Kathleen Robinson, Acting Chief Financial Officer / May 14, 2019



GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC  HEALTH

Approval of Bond Resolution

• FY2020 Capital
• General Obligation Bonds 
• $2,300,000
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Tattoo or Body Art?

Rules and Regulations

Board of Public Health/ Dr. Chris Rustin, Interim Director, Health Protection/ May 14, 2019
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Tattoos

• 12,000 year old tools; France, Portugal, Scandinavia 
• Once a sub-culture; now more mainstream

o 36% of Americans ages 18-29 have at least one tattoo
§ 70% have >1 tattoo; 20 percent have >5 tattoos

o 30% of U.S. college graduates have tattoos
o Nearly 50% of Americans ages 21-32 have at least one 

tattoo or piercing in a body part other than the ear

Source: Association of Professional Piercers; History of Tattoos
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Legal History 

O.C.G.A. 31-40
• 1981 - First tattoo and criminal laws

• 1994 - Updated tattoo and criminal laws, basis for local boards of 

health tattoo rules and regulations

o Authority to develop rule and regulations

o All regulatory oversight to the local Boards of Health

o State EH program worked with local EH on model tattoo rules and regulations 

for BOHs to adopt

• 2012 - DPH started tracking the number of County Boards of Health 

with local rules and regulations
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Local Rules and Regulations
Issues
• Tattoo vs. Body Art
• DPH has oversight, but no 

statewide rules and regulations
• Lack of consistency

o Inspections
o Forms
o Licensure
o Tattoo/Body Art

• Minimal surveillance
• Several county BOHs had no rules 

and regulations in place
• Are rules protective of all risks
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Is it Tattoo or Body Art?
Body Art - the practice of physical body adornment
• Body piercing
• Tattooing 
• Cosmetic Tattooing 
• Branding/Scarification

Current statute 25 years old, only covers traditional tattooing
• Many local BOHs updated rules to include body art
• Current law prevents DPH from adopting a modern statewide body art 

regulation
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Current Tattoo Only Law Structure

• Definitions

• Permit issuance and revocation

• Rules and Regulations
o Location and cleanliness
o Sterilization and OSHA guidelines for Infectious Disease
o Informed consent
o Aftercare of tattoo
o Use and maintenance of tattoo equipment, dyes and pigments

• Inspections/Enforcement 

• Penalties

• Public education
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Tattoo and Piercing Criminal Statutes

§ 16-12-5 - It shall be unlawful for any person to tattoo the body of any person 
within any area within one inch of the nearest part of the eye socket 
§ 16-5-71 - It shall be unlawful for any person to tattoo the body of any person 

under the age of 18, except that a physician or osteopath licensed under Chapter 
34 of Title 43, or a technician acting under the direct supervision

§ 16-5-71.1 - Piercing of the body
a) It shall be unlawful for any person to pierce the body, with the exception of 

the ear lobes, of any person under the age of 18….unless the prior written 
consent of a custodial parent or guardian of such minor is obtained
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Microblading-2018

Additions to current law

• "Microblading of the eyebrow" a form of cosmetic tattoo artistry where ink is 

deposited….. using a handheld tool made up of needles known as a microblade 

to improve or create eyebrow definition, to cover gaps of lost or missing hair, to 

extend the natural eyebrow pattern, or to create a full construction if the 

eyebrows have little to no hair.

• "Tattoo" means to mark or color the skin by pricking in, piercing, or implanting 

indelible pigments or dyes under the skin. Includes microblading of the 
eyebrow.

• § 31-40-10. Criminal law not repealed

o …code section 16-12-5 shall not apply to microblading of the eyebrow.
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Microblading vs. Traditional Tattooing
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2019-Body Art Law

• Senate Bill 214 Body art law
o Tattoo verbiage replaced with body art

o New definitions of body art
§ Tattoo, cosmetic tattoo, piercings

• Licensure of body artist at state DPH and inspection/enforcement of 
studios by the local EH staff

• DPH has authority to adopt a statewide body art regulations

• Requires notification that tattooing may impact a persons ability to join 
the military
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Next Steps

• Body art committee (local/district/state EH staff) developing Rules and 
Regulations, inspection forms

• DPH developing a body artist licensure program

• Communication, education, and feedback from the industry

• Formal adoption of rules and regulations

• 12-18 month implementation plan
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For more information, please contact:

CHRIS RUSTIN, DrPH, M.S., R.E.H.S.
Interim Director, Division of Health Protection
Director, Environmental Health Section
Georgia Department of Public Health
(404) 657-6534
chris.rustin@dph.ga.gov

Questions?

mailto:chris.rustin@dph.ga.gov
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Infectious Disease Update

Board of Public Health/Cherie L. Drenzek, DVM, MS/State Epidemiologist & Chief Science Officer/ May 4, 2019

Hepatitis A, Measles & E.coli O103 Outbreaks
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Overview

• Update: Hepatitis A Outbreak in Georgia

• Measles Outbreaks (National and Georgia)

• Multi-State Outbreak of E.coli O103 Infections

• Questions
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Hepatitis A Outbreak, Georgia
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Hepatitis A Virus (HAV) Infections in Georgia, June 1, 
2018-May 3, 2019* (n=312)

• Total confirmed HAV infections: 
312

• Median Age: 45 (4-86 Years) 

• 68% male, 80% White

• Hospitalizations: 211 (68%) 

• Deaths: 1 (0.32%) 
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Geographic Distribution of Confirmed HAV Infections, 
Georgia, June 1, 2018-2019* (n=312)

* through May 3, 2019
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Confirmed HAV Infections, by Public Health District, 
Georgia, June 1, 2018-2019* (n=312)

* through May 3, 2019
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Identified Risk Factors, Confirmed HAV Infections, 
Georgia, June 1, 2018 -2019* (n=312) 

* through May 3, 2019

65% IDU, 73% non-
IDU, 45% both
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• Overarching response strategy: 
target hepatitis vaccination to 
populations at risk.

• DPH health departments have 
administered more than 2,800 
Hep A vaccines (also to contacts 
of infected foodhandlers as well)

• Parallel response strategy is 
education for healthcare 
providers about vaccination and 
reporting (focus on EDs)
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DPH Communications
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Measles
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Everything Old is New Again: 
Measles Outbreaks, U.S. – 2019 

• From January 1 to May 10, 2019, 839 cases of measles were 

reported from 23 states (with 9 outbreaks), by far the highest 

number since 1994 (and since measles was declared eliminated in 

2000).

• The vast majority of these cases were unvaccinated.

• Epi pattern: Most outbreaks here were initiated by travelers

returning from parts of the world where measles is common, 

followed by further spread in the U.S. among unvaccinated groups 

of people.

• Everything Old Is New Again, Part II: “Quarantine”
• 2 Universities in Los Angeles (UCLA, Cal State LA) 

• Church of Scientology Cruise Ship in St. Lucia
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Georgia Measles Outbreaks – 2019 

• Two measles outbreaks were documented in Georgia during 
2019 (each consisted of 3 cases—total of 6), one in January 
and one in April.

• BOTH outbreaks involved unvaccinated children/siblings in 
the same family; both resulted from travel.

• Overarching goal was to stop spread by identifying exposed 
contacts, particularly those who may be susceptible to 
measles and: 1) offer prophylaxis (MMR or IG) as appropriate; 
2) educate them about symptoms and infectious period; 3) 
monitor for development of symptoms; 4) recommend 
exclusion from venues where spread may occur.

• No secondary cases were reported in either outbreak
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Measles Investigations: Public Health Emergencies

• Extremely labor-intensive, time-sensitive responses!

• Cost Considerations: A recent study in Vaccine and by the state of Arkansas showed 
that the cost of responding to a single measles case was almost $50,000! 

• Mitigation strategy:

• Question: Do adults in U.S. currently need a booster dose of MMR? 
• CDC/ACIP guidance has not changed: for the most part, no (but is risk-based)
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Multi-State Outbreak of E.coli O103 Infections
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Introduction
• At the end of March, DNA fingerprinting performed at public health laboratories detected a multi-

state outbreak of Shiga toxin-producing E. coli O103 infections [STEC] (initially reported by Georgia 
and Kentucky).

• Over the next month, CDC confirmed 196 E. coli O103 infections in 10 states (49 in Georgia!) Largest 
outbreak ever!

• E. coli O103 is a bacterial pathogen similar to E. coli O157:H7, but is much less common. 

• The animal reservoir for O103 is not well characterized (like O157 in cattle), but has been found in 
sheep, cattle, deer, other animals. 

• STEC infections can cause severe infections in people, including bloody diarrhea and hemolytic uremic 
syndrome (HUS), resulting in hospitalization or death (but O103 is less severe than O157).

• As such, STEC outbreaks are considered public health emergencies. 
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Multi-State Outbreak of E. coli O103 Infections, March-
April 2019 (n =196)

Epi Snapshot nationally:

• Illness onsets between March 1-

April 19, 2019

• Median age: 19 (1-84 years)

• 52% female

• 16% hospitalized

• No deaths 

• 2 cases of HUS
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Multi-State Outbreak of O103 Infections, 
March-April, 2019

O103 Infections in Georgia (n =49)

• Onsets ranged from March 12 to April 
15

• Median age: 16 years (1-84 years)

• 51% male

• All in metro Atlanta and NW GA

• 12% (6) were hospitalized

• No cases of HUS or deaths
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Investigation, Multi-State Outbreak of O103 Infections, 
March-April 2019
How to find the culprit?

• Epidemiologic investigation implicated consumption of ground beef to 
be associated with illness.

• Ill people bought or ate ground beef from several different grocery 
stores and restaurants.

• Tennessee collected ground beef from a restaurant where ill people 
reported eating. Laboratory testing identified the outbreak strain of E. 
coli O103 in this ground beef.

• Traceback revealed that this beef came from K2D Foods (doing 
business as Colorado Premium Foods) in Carrollton, Georgia.
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Investigation, Multi-State Outbreak of O103 Infections, 
March-April 2019

• On April 23, K2D issued a recall of 100,000 pounds of raw 
ground beef products sold to restaurants and institutions.

• On April 24, another meat company in Illinois also recalled 
50,000 pounds of raw ground beef due to possible 
contamination with O103.

• This does not account for all exposures, so USDA regulatory 
traceback is ongoing to determine the source of ground beef 
supplied to grocery stores.

• At this time, no one common supplier, distributor, or brand of 
ground beef has been identified that could account for the 
whole outbreak. 

• Consumers and restaurants should handle ground beef safely 
and cook it thoroughly. https://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/

recalls-and-public-health-alerts/recall-case-
archive/archive/2019/recall-047-2019-release

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/recalls-and-public-health-alerts/recall-case-archive/archive/2019/recall-047-2019-release
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For more information, please contact:

CHERIE DRENZEK
State Epidemiologist & Chief Science Officer
Georgia Department of Public Health
(404) 657-2609
cherie.drenzek@dph.ga.gov

Questions?

mailto:cherie.drenzek@dph.ga.gov
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The next Board of Public Health meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 11, 2019 @1 p.m. 

Next Meeting


