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B A C K G R O U N D  
Transportation incidents result in the highest  number of fatalities among Georgia 

workers, accounting for approximately 40% to 50% of all work-related fatalites yearly. 

This highlights the importance of tracking  transportation incidents among Georgia 

workers to increase awareness among employers and aid in developing effective 

strategies that help prevent future incidents and enhance occupational safety. This 

report uses data from the Bureau of Labor Statistic (BLS) Census of Fatal Occupational 

Injuries (CFOI), which uses multiple sources (death certificates, workers’ compensation 

reports, etc.) to produce accurate and comprehensive counts of fatal work -related 

injuries.  
 

  

F A T A L  W O R K - R E L A T E D  

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  I N C I D E N T S  –  

K E Y  F I N D I N G S  
 

•  B e t w e e n  2 0 1 7  a n d  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  c a u s e  ( 4 5 % )  o f  w o r k -

r e l a t e d  f a t a l  i n j u r y  w a s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n - r e l a t e d ,  s u c h  a s  a  c r a s h ,  

c o l l i s i o n ,  o r  o t h e r  o t h e r  e v e n t  i n v o l v i n g  a  v e h i c l e  o r  m o b i l e  

e q u i p m e n t  ( a n  a v e r a g e  o f  8 5  c a s e s  p e r  y e a r ) .  

•  T h e r e  w a s  a  t o t a l  o f  7 6  f a t a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n - r e l a t e d  d e a t h s  r e c o r d e d  

a m o n g  G e o r g i a ’ s  w o r k f o r c e  i n  2 0 2 1 ,  d o w n  f r o m  8 0  f a t a l  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n - r e l a t e d  i n j u r i e s  r e c o r d e d  i n  2 0 2 0  ( T a b l e  1 ) .  

•  T h u s ,  t h e  r a t e  o f  f a t a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n - r e l a t e d  i n j u r i e s  w a s  l o w e r  i n  

2 0 2 1  a t  1 . 6  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  f u l l - t i m e  e q u i v a l e n t s  ( F T E s  –  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  

n u m b e r  o f  w o r k e r s  w o r k i n g  4 0  h o u r s  p e r  w e e k  f o r  5 0  w e e k s )  

c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 0  a t  1 . 8  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E s .  

•  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  a l l  w o r k e r  d e a t h s  i n  G e o r g i a  

a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c i d e n t s  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  4 2 %  i n  2 0 2 0  

t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 6 %  i n  2 0 2 1  ( F i g u r e  1 ) .  

•  T h e  r a t e  o f  w o r k - r e l a t e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a t a l i t i e s  i n  G e o r g i a  

r e m a i n e d  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  U . S .  r a t e  d u r i n g  2 0 1 7 - 2 0 2 1  ( T a b l e  1 ) .  

•  T h e  r a t e  o f  w o r k - r e l a t e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a t a l i t i e s  a m o n g  m a l e s  ( 2 . 5  

p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  f u l l - t i m e  e q u i v a l e n t s  o r  F T E s )  w a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s i x  

t i m e s  t h e  r a t e  a m o n g  f e m a l e s  ( 0 . 4  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E s )  i n  2 0 2 1 .  



 

•  F a t a l  i n j u r i e s  f r o m  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c i d e n t s  i n  2 0 2 1  w e r e  h i g h e s t  

a m o n g  w o r k e r s  a g e d  6 5 +  y e a r s  ( 5 . 9  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E s )  ( F i g u r e  2 ) .  

•  F a t a l i t i e s  f r o m  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c i d e n t s  i n  2 0 2 1  w e r e  m o s t l y  

r e p o r t e d  a m o n g  G e o r g i a n s  w o r k i n g  i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  m a t e r i a l  

m o v i n g  o c c u p a t i o n s  ( e . g .  t r a c t o r - t r a i l e r  t r u c k  d r i v e r s ,  r a i l r o a d  

c o n d u c t o r s ,  c r a n e  a n d  t o w e r  o p e r a t o r s )  ( 9 . 9  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E )  

( F i g u r e  3 ) .  
•  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n - r e l a t e d  w o r k e r  d e a t h s  w e r e  a l s o  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  

a m o n g  w o r k e r s  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  e x t r a c t i o n  ( 3 . 5  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E )  

a n d  b u i l d i n g  a n d  g r o u n d s  c l e a n i n g  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o c c u p a t i o n s  

( 2 . 7  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E )  i n  2 0 2 1  ( F i g u r e  3 ) .  

•  F r o m  2 0 1 7 - 2 0 2 1  i n  G e o r g i a ,  t h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  f a t a l  i n j u r i e s  

s u s t a i n e d  d u r i n g  w o r k - r e l a t e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c i d e n t s  w e r e  b u r n s ,  

t r a u m a  t o  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n s ,  i n t r a c r a n i a l  t r a u m a ,  a n d  i n j u r i e s  t o  

b o n e s ,  n e r v e s ,  a n d  s p i n a l  c o r d  ( F i g u r e  4 ) .  

•  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  f a t a l  m u l t i p l e  t r a u m a t i c  i n j u r i e s  a n d  d i s o r d e r s  

d e c r e a s e d  b y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 0 %  b e t w e e n  2 0 1 7 - 2 0 2 1  ( F i g u r e  4 ) .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

T a b l e  1 :  N u m b e r  a n d  r a t e  o f  f a t a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n - r e l a t e d  

i n j u r i e s  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  c e n s u s  o f  f a t a l  o c c u p a t i o n a l  

i n j u r i e s  ( C F O I ) ,  G e o r g i a  a n d  U . S . ,  2 0 1 7 - 2 0 2 1  

Y e a r  N  G e o r g i a  R a t e  

p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E s            

U . S .  R a t e  p e r  

1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E s   

2 0 1 7  9 6  2 . 0  1 . 4  

2 0 1 8  9 0  1 . 9  1 . 4  

2 0 1 9  8 1  1 . 7  1 . 4  

2 0 2 0  8 0  1 . 8  1 . 3  

2 0 2 1  7 6  1 . 6  1 . 4  

S o u r c e :  C e n s u s  o f  F a t a l  O c c u p a t i o n a l  I n j u r i e s  

S o u r c e :  C e n s u s  o f  F a t a l  O c c u p a t i o n a l  I n j u r i e s .  R a t e  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E s .  
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F i g u re  1 .   Pe rc e n t a g e  o f  a l l  wo r k - re l a te d  

d e a t h s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c i d e n t s  

c o m pa re d  to  o t h e r  c a u s e s ,  G e o rg i a ,  2 0 1 7 - 2 0 2 1

Transportation incidents

Violence and other injuries
by person or animal

Falls, slips, and trips

Contact with objects and
equipment

Exposure to harmful
substances or environments
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F i g u re  2 .  A g e - s p e c i f i c  f a t a l  wo r k - re l a te d  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c i d e n t  r a te  p e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E s ,  

G e o rg i a ,  2 0 2 1
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F i g u re  3 .  O c c u pa t i o n s  w i t h  h i g h e s t  r a te  ( p e r  

1 0 0 , 0 0 0  F T E s )  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n - re l a te d  f a t a l i t i e s ,  

G e o rg i a  2 0 2 1

S o u r c e :  C e n s u s  o f  F a t a l  O c c u p a t i o n a l  I n j u r i e s  

* F a t a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c i d e n t s  a m o n g  a g e  1 6 - 2 4  i n  2 0 2 1 :  n o  d a t a  r e p o r t e d ,  o r  d a t a  d i d  

n o t  m e e t  p u b l i c a t i o n  c r i t e r i a .  S o u r c e :  C e n s u s  o f  F a t a l  O c c u p a t i o n a l  I n j u r i e s .  



 

 

 

† M u l t i p l e  t r a u m a t i c  i n j u r i e s  a n d  d i s o r d e r s  i n v o l v i n g  b u r n s ,  i n j u r i e s  t o  i n t e r n a l  o r g a n s ,  

i n t r a c r a n i a l  t r a u m a ,  a n d  i n j u r i e s  t o  b o n e s ,  n e r v e s ,  a n d  s p i n a l  c o r d   

* I n t e r n a l  = i n t e r n a l  i n j u r i e s  t o  o r g a n s  a n d  b l o o d  v e s s e l s  o f  t h e  t r u n k  
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F i g u re  4 .  Ty p e s  o f  Fa t a l  i n j u r i e s  c a u s e d  b y  wo r k -

re l a te d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n c i d e n t s ,  G e o rg i a ,  2 0 1 7  -

2 0 2 1

Multiple traumatic† Other traumatic Intracranial Internal*

S o u r c e :  C e n s u s  o f  F a t a l  O c c u p a t i o n a l  I n j u r i e s  



 

 

•  M o s t  o f  t h e  f a t a l  w o r k -

r e l a t e d  t r a u m a t i c  

i n j u r i e s  i n v o l v e d  t h e  

h e a d  ( 4 9  c a s e s )  o r  t r u n k  

( 4 9  c a s e s ) .  

•  T h e  l o c a t i o n  w h e r e  m o s t  

w o r k - r e l a t e d  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n j u r i e s  

o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  2 0 1 7  

a n d  2 0 2 1  w a s  o n  a  

s t r e e t  o r  h i g h w a y  ( 3 1 2  

c a s e s ,  8 8 % )  f o l l o w e d  b y  

a n  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a c e  o r  

p r e m i s e  ( 2 8  c a s e s ,  8 % )  

( F i g u r e  5 ) .  

•  T h e  p r i m a r y  v e h i c l e  

t y p e s  l e a d i n g  t o  w o r k -

r e l a t e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f a t a l i t i e s  i n  G e o r g i a  

b e t w e e n  2 0 1 7  a n d  2 0 2 1  

w e r e  m o t o r i z e d  h i g h w a y  

v e h i c l e s ,  m a i n l y  t r u c k s  

( m o t o r i z e d  f r e i g h t  

h a u l i n g  a n d  u t i l i t y ; 1 4 9  

c a s e s )  f o l l o w e d  b y  

p a s s e n g e r  v e h i c l e s  

( a u t o m o b i l e s ,  b u s e s ,  

p a s s e n g e r  v a n s ;  3 3  

c a s e s )  
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F i g u r e  5 .  M o s t  f r e q u e n t  
l o c a t i o n s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n -

r e l a t e d  w o r ke r  d e a t h s ,  G e o r g i a ,  
2 0 1 7  - 2 0 2 1

S o u r c e :  C e n s u s  o f  F a t a l  O c c u p a t i o n a l  I n j u r i e s  



 

 

 

 

 

 


