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I. General Requirements

I.A. Letter of Transmittal
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I.B. Face Sheet

The Face Sheet (Form SF424) is submitted electronically in the HRSA Electronic Handbooks (EHBs).

I.C. Assurances and Certifications

The State certifies assurances and certifications, as specified in Appendix F of the 2018 Title V Application/Annual Report
Guidance, are maintained on file in the States’ MCH program central office, and will be able to provide them at HRSA’s request.

I.D. Table of Contents

This report follows the outline of the Table of Contents provided in the “Title V Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant
To States Program Guidance and Forms,” OMB NO: 0915-0172; Expires: December 31, 2020.

II. Logic Model

Please refer to figure 4 in the “Title V Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant To States Program Guidance and
Forms,” OMB No: 0915-0172; Expires: December 31, 2020.
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III. Components of the Application/Annual Report

III.A. Executive Summary

III.A.1. Program Overview

Georgia’s Title V Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Program, in partnership with the US Department of Health and
Human Services (DHHS), Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), is responsible for promoting the
health of all mothers and children, including children with special health care needs and their families. The Georgia
Department of Public Health (DPH) MCH Section located in the Division of Health Promotion (HP) administers the
MCH Services Title V Block Grant. HP includes the MCH Section, the Supplemental Program for Women, Infants,
and Children (WIC), and the Georgia Oral Health Program. The Title V Program serves as the backbone of maternal
and child health policy and program administration, providing the core public health system for women, children,
children and youth with special health care needs (CYSHCN), and families serving the state’s 18 public health
districts comprised of 159 counties.
 
The 2021 Application/2019 Annual Report provides an overview of MCH’s recent successes and achievements, as
well as a summary of the Five-Year Needs Assessment. The needs assessment resulted in identifying priority areas
and a five-year plan with objectives and strategies designed to meet those needs. MCH activities will continue to be
coordinated across funding sources, state agencies, and local providers relying on partnerships, shared
measurement, and data to track the impact and effectiveness of services, activities, and strategies. MCH will
continue to address the goal of establishing a foundation of health early in life by investing in and fulfilling its
commitment to improve the health of women, infants, and children, including those with special health care needs. In
addition, DPH will continue to address social determinants of health and improve health equity.
 
In 2019, DPH achieved national accreditation through the Public Health Accreditation Board. The national
accreditation program works to improve and protect the health of the public by advancing and transforming the
quality and performance of health departments. Under the leadership of DPH Commissioner Dr. Kathleen Toomey,
DPH continues its mission to prevent disease, injury and disability, promote health and well-being, and prepare for
and respond to disasters.
 
MCH Advisory Council
During the reporting year, MCH assembled the MCH Advisory Council to provide support and guidance to the Title V
program for the purpose of promoting and improving maternal and child health in Georgia. The Council convenes
quarterly and brings together several organizations and groups with a broad range of expertise to address and
improve health outcomes for women, infants, children, and families. The Council serves as a conduit for the
exchange of information and advises on progress, facilitates private and public sector support for improving health
outcomes and helps focus efforts among partners, recommends collaborative initiatives, and reviews existing and
proposed Title V projects. Council members include representatives from state, local, non-profit, academic, health
care, and professional organizations who have expertise in areas related to MCH, such as nursing, nutrition,
parenting, pediatrics, family practice, child protection, family development, district and state health departments, and
a parent/family member representative.
 
COVID-19
With the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic, DPH is working closely with the Center for Disease Control (CDC)
and state partners to respond to the outbreak. The goal is to quickly identify cases of COVID-19 and take the
appropriate public health action to reduce its spread and protect the general public. MCH programs have developed
responses to ensure continued and appropriate services.
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