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Pursuant to Official Code of Georgia Annotated § 31-10-20(f), a permit for disinterment and reinterment is required prior to the disinterment of human remains, except when the disinterment and reinterment occur within the same cemetery. Applications for a permit shall be completed on the prescribed Application for Disinterment/Reinterment form and submitted to the local registrar in the county where the human remains are currently interred.
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION LEGIBLY AND CORRECTLY BELOW
Section 1 Identification of Human Remains
FULL NAME OF DECEDENT (IF KNOWN) [Enter name]	DATE OF DEATH [Select date]
FETAL DEATH? ☐ YES   ☐ NO
GEORGIA COUNTY WHERE REMAINS ARE CURRENTLY INTERRED [Enter county]
COUNTY AND STATE WHERE DEATH OCCURRED, OR COUNTRY IF NOT U.S. [Enter location]
Section 2 Disinterment and Reinterment Locations
DISINTER FROM (CEMETERY NAME OR ADDRESS) [Enter cemetery or address]
REINTERMENT OR CREMATION SITE (CEMETERY, CREMATORY, OR ADDRESS)
[Enter site or address]
Section 3 Basis for Authorization
The applicant must select and satisfy one of the following legal requirements for authorization of the disinterment and reinterment or other final disposition of human remains pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 31-10-20(f):
☐ CONSENT: The applicant is the person or is acting on behalf of the person(s), who has the right to control the disposition of the human remains as provided by O.C.G.A. § 31-21-7 and consents to the disinterment and reinterment or other final disposition.
☐ DISTURBANCE PERMIT: The applicant is attaching a disturbance permit issued pursuant to Chapter 72 of Title 36 authorizing the disinterment and reinterment or other final disposition of the human remains.
☐ COURT ORDER: The applicant is attaching an order from a court of competent jurisdiction authorizing the disinterment and reinterment or other final disposition of the human remains.
Section 4 Required Signatures and Licensure
Cemetery representative
NAME OF CEMETERY REPRESENTATIVE WHERE BODY ORIGINALLY INTERRED [Enter name]
SIGNATURE OF REPRESENTATIVE WHERE BODY INTERRED [Enter signature]	DATE SIGNED [Date]
Funeral director
NAME OF FUNERAL DIRECTOR [Enter name]	FUNERAL DIRECTOR’S LICENSE NUMBER [No.]
FUNERAL HOME NAME [Enter funeral home]
SIGNATURE OF FUNERAL DIRECTOR [Enter signature]	DATE SIGNED [Select date]
Plot owner
NAME OF PLOT OWNER WHERE BODY ORIGINALLY INTERRED [Enter name]
SIGNATURE OF CEMETERY PLOT OWNER [Enter signature]	DATE SIGNED [Select date]
Applicant
NAME OF APPLICANT REQUESTING DISINTERMENT [Enter name]
RELATIONSHIP TO DECEASED [Relationship]
Section 5 Applicant Attestation and Criminal Penalty Warning
By signing below in the presence of a notary public, the applicant attests that the information contained in this application and any supporting documentation is true and correct to the best of his or her knowledge and belief. The applicant further attests that the selected basis for authorization in Section 3 complies with the requirements of O.C.G.A. § 31-10-20(f).
The applicant acknowledges that any disinterment and reinterment or other final disposition authorized pursuant to this application shall be supervised, monitored, or carried out by a licensed funeral director, as required by Georgia law.
CRIMINAL PENALTY WARNING: Under O.C.G.A. § 31-10-31, any person who willfully and knowingly makes a false statement on this application may be subject to a fine of up to $10,000.00, imprisonment for up to five years, or both.
ARE THERE MULTIPLE PERSONS WITH EQUAL RIGHTS TO CONTROL THE DISPOSITION OF THE REMAINS? ☐ YES   ☐ NO
IF YES, HOW MANY? [Number] (NOTE: EACH SUCH PERSON MUST SUBMIT A COMPLETED APPLICATION BEFORE AUTHORIZATION FOR THE DISINTERMENT WILL BE ISSUED. ATTACH A SIGNED AND NOTARIZED APPLICATION FOR EACH PERSON).
Section 6 Notary Public
STATE OF                     	COUNTY OF                     
SIGNED OR ATTESTED BEFORE ME ON (DATE):                               
BY (PRINTED NAME OF INDIVIDUAL SIGNING DOCUMENT):                                   
SIGNATURE OF INDIVIDUAL SIGNING DOCUMENT:                                         
WHO HAS PROVED TO ME ON THE BASIS OF SATISFACTORY EVIDENCE TO BE THE PERSON WHO APPEARED BEFORE ME.
IDENTIFICATION TYPE:                                                     
NOTARY SIGNATURE:                                                       
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES ON (DATE):                                     
PLEASE PLACE THE NOTARY SEAL BELOW







Section 7 Authorization for Disinterment and Reinterment by Local Registrar
PRINTED NAME OF LOCAL REGISTRAR                                           
PERMIT NUMBER                                   
SIGNATURE OF LOCAL REGISTRAR                                           
DATE SIGNED BY LOCAL REGISTRAR                               
ORGANIZATION AND ADDRESS OF LOCAL REGISTRAR
                                                                                        
IMPRESS COUNTY SEAL HERE







State Office of Vital Records | 1680 Phoenix Blvd., Suite 100, Atlanta, GA 30349
Phone: 404-679-4702
Guidance for Completing the Application to Disinter Human Remains
General Guidance
This form serves as the official application for a permit for the disinterment and reinterment or other final disposition of human remains, including interred cremated remains, pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 31-10-20(f).
The application must be completed in its entirety and submitted to the local vital records office in the county where the human remains are currently interred. The application must bear an original notary seal. Photocopies or scanned copies of a notary seal are not acceptable.
The local registrar or deputy registrar shall review the application for completeness and determine whether the statutory requirements for issuance of the permit have been satisfied. If the application is satisfactory, the local registrar or deputy registrar shall issue the permit for disinterment and reinterment or other final disposition.
A permit may only be issued when one of the following requirements has been met:
The person(s) with the right to control disposition pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 31-21-7 consents to the disinterment and reinterment or other final disposition.
A disturbance permit issued pursuant to Chapter 72 of Title 36 is submitted with the application; or
A court order from a court of competent jurisdiction authorizing the disinterment and reinterment or other final disposition is submitted with the application.
Any disinterment and reinterment or other final disposition authorized under O.C.G.A. § 31-10-20(f) must be supervised, monitored, or carried out by a licensed funeral director.
A permit is not required when human remains are disinterred and reinterred within the same cemetery.
Those involved with the disinterment must comply with all applicable local ordinances and any rules, regulations, or restrictions adopted by the cemetery where the human remains are interred pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 10-14-16.
This form is not to be used for human remains interred within a U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) national cemetery. For a disinterment from a VA national cemetery, follow the disinterment process of the National Cemetery Administration (https://www.cem.va.gov/disinterment.asp).
The Right to Control the Disposition of Human Remains
The right to control the disposition of human remains is established by O.C.G.A. § 31-21-7. Unless otherwise authorized by disturbance permit or court order, the following individuals have the right to consent to disinterment and reinterment or other final disposition, in the order listed below:
1. Person designated by the decedent in a written affidavit
1. The surviving spouse
1. The surviving child or children
1. The surviving parent or parents
1. The surviving brother(s) or sister(s)
1. The surviving grandparent(s)
1. Health care agent
1. Military designee
1. Public officer/administrator/employee with responsibility for final disposition
1. The guardian of the person of the decedent at the time of death
1. The personal representative of the estate of the decedent
1. The person in the next degree of kinship under the laws of descent and distribution
1. Other person willing to assume responsibility
If more than one person has authority under O.C.G.A. § 31-21-7 (for example, multiple surviving children), consent must be provided by the person or number of persons necessary to exercise the right of disposition under this Code section.
Definitions
DECEDENT – The person whose human remains are to be disinterred.
CEMETERY REPRESENTATIVE WHERE HUMAN REMAINS ARE INTERRED – The individual who owns, operates, or manages the property where the human remains are interred. Examples may include the owner of a perpetual care cemetery, the manager of a city or county cemetery division, or the landowner where the remains are interred.
PLOT OWNER WHERE HUMAN REMAINS ARE INTERRED – The individual who purchased or inherited the burial plot in which the human remains are interred.
APPLICANT – The individual applying for the permit for disinterment and reinterment or other final disposition. The applicant may be:
A person with the right to control disposition pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 31-21-7.
A person acting on behalf of an individual with such authority.
A person submitting a disturbance permit issued pursuant to Chapter 72 of Title 36; or
A person submitting a court order authorizing the disinterment and reinterment or other final disposition.
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