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‘ .J ‘ . 2 Peachtree Street NW, 15th Floor

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3142
Georgia Department of Public Health dph.ga.gov

August 12, 2015

The Honorable Nathan Deal
Governor

The Capitol, Suite 203
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Governor Deal:

Per your directive, please find the Georgia Department of Public Health’s report entitled “State Licensed
Surgical Facilities (2015): Disposal of Fetal Remains” attached to this letter.

As you know, Georgia law requires licensed abortion clinics (or a medical disposal service provider with
whom they have contracted) to bury or cremate fetal remains following the termination of a pregnancy.
DNA or genetic testing can and does take place in certain cases, such as if a rape has occurred or there
was an abnormality in the pregnancy. However, the donation of fetal tissue is not authorized under
state law.

After conducting an investigation into the five licensed abortion facilities in our state, | have concluded
that each has proper procedures in place for burial or interment of remains and that all such facilities
are currently following that portion of the law.

Sincerely,

~—— r/(\'/(

Brenda Fitzgerald, M.D.
Commissioner and State Health Officer

Enclosure

We Protect Lives.
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