Announcements for Communicating a 100% Tobacco-Free School Policy at Schools in Georgia

School athletic events are an opportunity for students, staff and community members to have fun, celebrate student athleticism and enjoy the excitement of competition – not be exposed to the harmful effects of secondhand smoke or examples of tobacco use. 

To help schools promote their 100% tobacco-free school policy, we encourage schools to use event announcements that communicate the importance of refraining from tobacco use while on school property. Regular announcements at football, soccer, baseball and other events is a simple and effective strategy for getting the message across, especially when used in combination with signage and information in event brochures.

These announcements are designed to acknowledge the school’s existing tobacco-free policy that prohibits tobacco use anywhere on campus at any time by anyone. A variety of messages have been provided in formats that are approximately 30 seconds or 15 seconds. 

The following announcements are happily provided by the Georgia Department of Public Health’s Tobacco Use Prevention Program; however, schools are encouraged to create additional messages based on each school’s unique needs. 

Effective Use of Announcements

Advocates and school staff provide the following suggestions for using announcements to effectively communicate a tobacco-free school policy:

· Positive, pro-health announcement: Announcements should be positive – reminding visitors that the policy exists to protect the health of students.

· At least four announcements: Provide at least four announcements – at the beginning of the game; end of the first quarter; half-time; and end of the third quarter – to ensure everyone is aware of the policy.

· Youth participation: Invite youth groups such as Teens Against Tobacco Use (TATU) or Students Working Against Tobacco (SWAT) teams to create and make the announcements.

· Support the announcements: Have prominently displayed signs and announcements in event brochures that reinforce the announcements.

Sample Announcements
Following are sample announcements for schools to use or modify for their events:

Announcement 1 (30 seconds):  

FOR THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF OUR STUDENTS AND SCHOOL VISITORS, [SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME] IS PROUD TO HAVE A 100% TOBACCO-FREE SCHOOL POLICY. 

AT THIS TIME, WE WOULD LIKE TO REMIND OUR HOME FANS AND VISITORS THAT THE USE OF ANY TOBACCO PRODUCT DURING TONIGHT’S SPORTING EVENT IS PROHIBITED. 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT AND THANK YOU FOR HELPING US KEEP OUR SCHOOL AND STADIUM TOBACCO-FREE. 

ENJOY THE GAME!



[bookmark: _GoBack]Announcement 2 (30 seconds): 

DID YOU KNOW THAT MORE THAN 1,400 NON-SMOKERS IN GEORGIA WILL DIE THIS YEAR DUE TO EXPOSURE TO SECONDHAND SMOKE? 

THIS IS ONE REASON WHY ALL [SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME] SCHOOLS ARE 100% TOBACCO-FREE. 

WE REMIND OUR VISITORS AND FANS THAT USING ANY FORM OF TOBACCO PRODUCT IS PROHIBITED ON OUR SCHOOL GROUNDS – INCLUDING INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OF OUR STADIUM. 

THANKS FOR HELPING US FOSTER A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT FOR OUR STUDENTS AND SCHOOL VISITORS. 

ENJOY THE GAME! 

Announcement 3 (30 seconds): 

APPROXIMATELY 23,000 MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS AND 71,000 HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS SMOKE CIGARETTES – PUTTING THEM AT RISK FOR SUFFERING THE HEALTH IMPACTS OF NICOTINE. 

WE’RE WORKING TO PROTECT THE HEALTH OF OUR STUDENTS AND VISITORS THROUGH OUR 100% TOBACCO-FREE SCHOOL POLICY WHICH PROHIBITS THE USE OF ALL FORMS OF TOBACCO ON OUR SCHOOL PREMISES AND IN OUR STADIUM. 

THANKS FOR HELPING OUR SCHOOL BE TOBACCO-FREE! 

ENJOY THE GAME!

Announcement 4 (30 seconds): 

TOBACCO CLAIMS THE LIVES OF APPROXIMATELY 443,000 AMERICANS EACH YEAR. 

80 PERCENT OF THEM STARTED SMOKING BEFORE THEY WERE 18 YEARS OLD. 

WE’RE DOING OUR PART TO TURN THAT TREND AROUND IN GEORGIA. THAT’S WHY WE’RE PROUD TO UPHOLD A 100% TOBACCO-FREE POLICY WITH OUR FELLOW [SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME] SCHOOLS. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO REMIND OUR VISITORS AND FANS THAT TOBACCO USE OF ANY KIND DURING TONIGHT’S GAME IS PROHIBITED. 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT. ENJOY THE GAME! 

Announcement 5 (30 seconds): 

HEY FANS! 

DID YOU KNOW THAT TOBACCO USE IS THE NUMBER ONE CAUSE OF PREVENTABLE DEATH IN GEORGIA? 

EVERY YEAR MORE THAN 14,000 PEOPLE IN GEORGIA DIE FROM THE USE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS. 

WE’RE WORKING TO FOSTER A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT FOR OUR STUDENTS AND VISITORS BY FOLLOWING [SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME’S] 100% TOBACCO-FREE POLICY. 

THIS MEANS THAT THE USE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS IS PROHIBITED ON OUR SCHOOL PREMISES AND IN OUR STADIUM AT ALL TIMES. 

THANKS FOR HELPING US KEEP OUR SCHOOL AND STADIUM TOBACCO-FREE. ENJOY THE GAME!

Announcement 6 (15 seconds): 

WE WOULD LIKE TO REMIND EVERYONE THAT SMOKING OR USING TOBACCO IN ANY FORM IS PROHIBITED ON OUR SCHOOL GROUNDS – INCLUDING IN AND AROUND OUR STADIUM. 

THIS IS PART OF OUR EFFORT TO FOSTER A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT FOR OUR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND VISITORS THROUGH A 100% TOBACCO-FREE SCHOOL POLICY. 

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND ENJOY THE GAME!

Announcement 7 (15 seconds – theater or performances): 

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING TONIGHT’S PERFORMANCE. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO REMIND OUR AUDIENCE THAT [SCHOOL NAME] IS PROUD TO BE TOBACCO-FREE, WHICH MEANS THAT TOBACCO USE OF ANY KIND IS PROHIBITED ON OUR SCHOOL PREMISES AT ALL TIMES. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION. WE HOPE YOU ENJOY THE SHOW!

Announcement 8 (15 seconds): 

WE WOULD LIKE TO REMIND EVERYONE THAT TOBACCO USE OF ANY KIND IS NOT PERMITTED ON OUR SCHOOL GROUNDS. 

WE’RE PROUD TO UPHOLD A 100% TOBACCO-FREE SCHOOL POLICY THAT PROTECTS OUR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND SCHOOL VISITORS. 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT IN HELPING US BE TOBACCO-FREE. ENJOY YOUR EVENING! 

Announcement 9 (15 seconds):

TO PROMOTE THE HEALTH AND WELLNESS OF OUR STUDENTS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS, WE ASK THAT YOU PLEASE NOT USE TOBACCO OF ANY KIND WHILE ON OUR SCHOOL GROUNDS. 

THIS IS PART OF OUR EFFORT TO FOSTER A HEALTHY SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT BY UPHOLDING A 100% TOBACCO-FREE SCHOOL POLICY. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION AND WE HOPE YOU ENJOY THE EVENING! 
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