
Common Questions About Immunization & Childhood Diseases

What Are Immunizations?
�Immunizations, also called vaccinations or 

shots, are a form of medicine made to 

protect people against many preventable 

diseases.  These medicines are usually given by 

injection (shot).  If your child is not properly 

immunized and gets one of these diseases, 

severe illness may result, which can cripple or 

even cause the death of your child.

When To Immunize?
�Children begin vaccinations at birth.  Children 

will need several vaccinations during their 

½VWX�������QSRXLW�SJ�PMJI�ERH�EX�HMJJIVIRX�
times for the rest of their lives.

Where Can My Child Be Immunized?
�'EPP�]SYV�LIEPXL�GEVI�TVSZMHIV´W�SJ½GI�SV�PSGEP�
TYFPMG�LIEPXL�GPMRMG�XS�½RH�SYX�XLI�XMQI�ERH�
place to get your child immunized.

How Do I Pay For Immunizations?
�Many health insurance plans, including 

Medicaid and PeachCare, cover the cost of 

immunizations.  If your health insurance plan 

does not cover immunizations, check to 

see if your health care provider 

offers the Vaccines for 

Children (VFC) Program.  

VFC is a federally funded 

program that provides 

vaccines to local doctors 

and public health clinics for children who 

meet required guidelines.

Why Immunize Your Child?
�Immunizing your child will help protect him/

her from these harmful diseases:
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�These diseases can result in breathing 

problems, liver, lung and brain damage, heart 

problems, blindness, deafness, cancer and 

IZIR�HIEXL���%PP�SJ�XLIWI�HMWIEWIW��I\GITX�
tetanus, are spread from person to person.  

Child care centers, schools and colleges 

VIUYMVI�WXYHIRXW�XS�FI�YT�XS�HEXI�[MXL�XLIMV�
vaccinations. 

Where Can I Find A Record Of My 
Child’s Immunizations?
�'SRXEGX�]SYV�LIEPXL�GEVI�TVSZMHIV���+ISVKME�

providers submit immunization records 

XS�XLI�+ISVKME�6IKMWXV]�SJ�-QQYRM^EXMSR�
8VERWEGXMSRW�ERH�7IVZMGIW��+6-87
���+6-87�
maintains immunization records in a 

computer database, regardless of when 

SV�[LIVI�MR�+ISVKME�XLI�WLSXW�[IVI�
administered.

Who Should Be Immunized?
�Every child should be fully immunized.

�Immunizing your children will protect 

them against harmful diseases.  (See the 

immunization schedule for a complete list of 

recommended vaccinations.)

Are Immunizations Safe?
�The risk of getting a disease by not being 

vaccinated is far greater than the chance 

of problems from the vaccine itself.  It is 

important to remember that all vaccines are 

tested many times to ensure they are safe for 

your child. 

Are There Any Common Side Effects 
To Immunizations?
�Common side effects may include a slight 

fever or redness, tenderness and swelling 

at the site of vaccination for a day or two.  

These side effects are mild and may not 

appear with each immunization.  You should 

discuss any health concerns you may have 

with your doctor or public health clinic staff. 

�If you feel your child has had an unusual or 

severe side effect to an immunization, contact 

your health care provider for immediate 
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Can My Child Be Immunized Even If 
He/She Is Sick?
�A minor illness should not prevent your child 

from being immunized.  Talk to your doctor 

or public health clinic.

What If My Child Misses Some of 
His/Her Immunizations?
�You should never skip a scheduled 

MQQYRM^EXMSR�ETTSMRXQIRX�JSV�]SYV�GLMPH���&YX�
if you do miss an immunization, your doctor 

or health care clinic can put your child on a 

±GEXGL�YT²�WGLIHYPI���%P[E]W�OIIT�ER�YT�XS�
date immunization record for your child.  Ask 

your doctor or public health clinic to review 

your child’s record at each visit and to tell 
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center, the school may have the original and the child care facility a photocopy. 
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of immunization histories to help individuals get the 

immunizations they need by keeping track of all vaccines 

they have received so they don’t get double or triple 
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track of immunizations. Childhood and Adolescent Immunization Schedule

HOP IT!to

For more information visit the Georgia 
Immunization Program website

www.health.state.ga.us/programs/immunization 
or call 404-657-3158.
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Immunization Program website

www.health.state.ga.us/programs/immunization 
or call 404-657-3158.



When to Immunize

Your infant may not need a 
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on the brand of vaccine 

that your health care 

provider uses.

How To Keep On Track!

�&IKMR�]SYV�GLMPH´W�MQQYRM^EXMSRW�SR�XMQI���,ITEXMXMW�&�GER�FI�KMZIR�EX�FMVXL�ERH�SXLIV�ZEGGMRIW�WXEVX�EX� 
��[IIOW�SJ�EKI�
�Never miss a chance to get your child immunized.
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�Keep a record of your child’s immunizations and take it with you when you visit your doctor or public 

health clinic.
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�Talk with your doctor or nurse about each vaccine.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions. 
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This schedule was adapted from the immunization schedule published by the Immunization Action Coalition and the recommendations approved by the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP).

Responsibilities Associated with Immunization Requirements
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  Immunization Schedule
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Responsibilities of Parents or Caregivers
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�Discuss any questions or concerns about vaccines with your child’s health care provider

�Keep your child’s personal immunization record and take it with you on each visit to the health care 

provider to be assessed and updated

�Mark your child’s vaccination due date and stay on schedule
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How To Comfort Your Child. 
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Child care centers, schools and colleges 

VIUYMVI�WXYHIRXW�XS�FI�YT�XS�HEXI�[MXL�XLIMV�
vaccinations. 

Where Can I Find A Record Of My 
Child’s Immunizations?
�'SRXEGX�]SYV�LIEPXL�GEVI�TVSZMHIV���+ISVKME�

providers submit immunization records 

XS�XLI�+ISVKME�6IKMWXV]�SJ�-QQYRM^EXMSR�
8VERWEGXMSRW�ERH�7IVZMGIW��+6-87
���+6-87�
maintains immunization records in a 

computer database, regardless of when 

SV�[LIVI�MR�+ISVKME�XLI�WLSXW�[IVI�
administered.

Who Should Be Immunized?
�Every child should be fully immunized.

�Immunizing your children will protect 

them against harmful diseases.  (See the 

immunization schedule for a complete list of 

recommended vaccinations.)

Are Immunizations Safe?
�The risk of getting a disease by not being 

vaccinated is far greater than the chance 

of problems from the vaccine itself.  It is 

important to remember that all vaccines are 

tested many times to ensure they are safe for 

your child. 

Are There Any Common Side Effects 
To Immunizations?
�Common side effects may include a slight 

fever or redness, tenderness and swelling 

at the site of vaccination for a day or two.  

These side effects are mild and may not 

appear with each immunization.  You should 

discuss any health concerns you may have 

with your doctor or public health clinic staff. 

�If you feel your child has had an unusual or 

severe side effect to an immunization, contact 

your health care provider for immediate 

IZEPYEXMSR�ERH�EXXIRXMSR��ERH�VIUYIWX�XLI]�½PI�
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Can My Child Be Immunized Even If 
He/She Is Sick?
�A minor illness should not prevent your child 

from being immunized.  Talk to your doctor 

or public health clinic.

What If My Child Misses Some of 
His/Her Immunizations?
�You should never skip a scheduled 

MQQYRM^EXMSR�ETTSMRXQIRX�JSV�]SYV�GLMPH���&YX�
if you do miss an immunization, your doctor 

or health care clinic can put your child on a 

±GEXGL�YT²�WGLIHYPI���%P[E]W�OIIT�ER�YT�XS�
date immunization record for your child.  Ask 

your doctor or public health clinic to review 

your child’s record at each visit and to tell 

]SY�[LIR�XLI�RI\X�ZEGGMREXMSR�MW�RIIHIH��
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6IUYMVIH�*SVQ�JSV�'LMPH�'EVI�ERH�7GLSSP�%XXIRHERGI�
�8LI�MQQYRM^EXMSR�JSVQ�]SY�RIIH�JSV�]SYV�GLMPH�XS�EXXIRH�GLMPH�GEVI�SV�WGLSSP�MR�+ISVKME�MW�
GEPPIH�XLI�±+ISVKME�'IVXM½GEXI�SJ�-QQYRM^EXMSR��*SVQ������²��=SYV�GLMPH´W�MQQYRM^EXMSR�VIGSVH�
QYWX�FI�VIZMI[IH�F]�E�+ISVKME�HSGXSV�SV�TYFPMG�LIEPXL�GPMRMG�XS�KIX�XLI�GIVXM½GEXI�
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center, the school may have the original and the child care facility a photocopy. 
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+ISVKME�6IKMWXV]�SJ�-QQYRM^EXMSR
Transactions and Services

�+6-87�MW�E�±FMVXL�XS�HIEXL²�[IF�FEWIH�VIKMWXV]�XLEX�
keeps track of immunizations and related information for 

+ISVKMERW�SJ�EPP�EKIW��M�I���GLMPHVIR��EHSPIWGIRXW�ERH�EHYPXW
���
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of immunization histories to help individuals get the 

immunizations they need by keeping track of all vaccines 

they have received so they don’t get double or triple 

HSWIW���+6-87�TVSZMHIW�MQTSVXERX�MQQYRM^EXMSR�
VIGSVHW�ERH�JSVQW��M�I�������
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track of immunizations. Childhood and Adolescent Immunization Schedule

HOP IT!to

For more information visit the Georgia 
Immunization Program website

www.health.state.ga.us/programs/immunization 
or call 404-657-3158.


